Every Child Mathematically Proficient: Tips for Parents
There is nothing to fear but fear itself. Regardless of your
own experience with school mathematics, you can encourage
your child to develop a love of math through supporting their
performance, helping with school projects, and discussing their
homework. Help them appreciate how a strong foundation in
math can lead to great opportunities in the future.

Stay informed. Keep yourself apprised of the specific academic standards
that children are required to meet at each grade level. Let school
administrators know that you support professional development for teachers so
that all students can be taught by instructors who are well prepared in content
and technique of mathematics training and current technology.

Make math fun. Spend time with kids on simple board games, puzzles, and
activities that encourage better attitudes and stronger math skills. Even
everyday activities such as playing with toys in a sandbox or in a tub at bath
time can teach children math concepts like weight, density, and volume. Check
your television listings for shows that can reinforce math skills in a practical
and fun way.

Mix in math. The kitchen is filled with tasty opportunities to
teach fractional measurements, like doubling and dividing cookie
recipes. Look for numbers and opportunities to use math in
everyday activities like grocery shopping or a restaurant.

Use real world examples to teach math. Point out ways that people use
math every day to pay bills, balance their checkbooks, figure out their net
earnings, make change, and tip at restaurants. Involve older children in
projects that incorporate geometric and algebraic concepts like planting a
garden, building a bookshelf, or figuring how long it will take to drive to your
family vacation destination.

Encourage children to solve problems. Provide assistance, but let them
figure it out themselves. Problem solving is a lifetime skill.

Activities to Support Math Learning for Kindergarten
Support your child’s mathematical learning by using some of these activities.
Each of the domains of the math curriculum are represented, with activities
appropriate to kindergarten.
Counting and Cardinality
Numbers and Operations in Base Ten
The Counting and Cardinality domain of the curriculum promotes
the understanding of number names and the counting sequence.
Students should be able to count to tell the number of objects and
compare numbers. The domain of Number and Operations in
Base Ten emphasizes working with numbers 11-19 to grain
foundations for place value.
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Family Tips
Games are a wonderful way to help your child to develop beginning
number sense. Students also learn to take turns as they play games and
to use strategies to win the game.
Use the number cards to play concentration, Go Fish, or as flash cards to
help your child learn their numbers to twelve.
Help your child estimate at home. As your child to guess the number of
particular items in your home (pillows, windows, or shoes). Make a list
and count them together. Estimate how many steps there are from the
car to the door of the store. Estimate how many toys are on the floor
and then count them.
Have your child count out bills or coins when you are at the store.
If your child is ready, try counting by 2s, 5s, and 10s.
Use empty boxes to play store. Label the items with prices. Use a simple
calculator to add up the items.
Help your child read a digital and analog clock. Talk about the numbers
on the face of the clock and what they mean.
Show how to make groups of five and ten to make it easier to count
larger numbers.

Operations and Algebraic Thinking
This domain focuses on helping understand basic addition and subtraction.
Students understand addition as putting together and adding to, and
understand subtraction as taking apart and taking form.
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Family Tips
Role play addition and subtraction problems. For example, if you have 2
apples in the bag, how many do you have if I add three more?
Play board games and show how you move up and down on the board.

Geometry
The Geometry domain of the curriculum emphasizes the
characteristics and properties of shape and size; as well as
spatial relationships. The focus of this strand is on
encouraging students to use and strengthen their skills in
visualization, spatial reasoning, and geometric
representations.
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Family Tips
Look for shapes in signs, buildings, at the grocer store, and at home.
Have your child identify the shape.
Play I Spy by naming shapes and have your child find the related object.
Measurement and Data
This domain focuses on encouraging students to understand and
use the appropriate processes and tools necessary for accurately
measuring attributes.
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Family Tips
Ask your child to put objects in order by height and weight.
At the grocery store, help your child weigh fruits and vegetables using
the produce scale.
Help your child sort objects by color, size, or number. Objects to sort can
include toys, socks, towels, fruits and vegetables, etc.
Take any two objects and talk about how they are the same and
different.

