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Talk Moves 
 

Many of us won’t remember talking a lot during math class.  Studies 

have shown that students learn more and they learn better through 

talking.   Based on this research, students are being encouraged to do 

more talking in math class to show their understanding of concepts.  

Teachers facilitate this “math talk” by using talk moves.     

 

Talk moves are strategies that teachers use to implement academic 

talk in the classroom.  Talk reveals understanding and misunderstand-

ing, while supporting academic language development.  Talk also sup-

ports deeper reasoning and social development in students.  Talk moves 

create a classroom where respect and equal access to participation are 

valued norms. 

 

By talking, children gain greater understanding and ownership of 

mathematical concepts as they develop and express their own ideas.  

Describing one’s methods to others can clarify one’s own thinking.  Sim-

ilarly, hearing and analyzing others’ approaches can supply one with 

new perspectives; and frequent exposure to different approaches engen-

ders flexible thinking. Talking provides opportunities for children to 

understand errors they have made and permits teachers to assess chil-

dren’s understanding on an ongoing basis.  

 

Talking in math class also forces students to  consider and test other 

strategies to see if they are mathematically logical.  Through talk, they 

can also investigate and apply mathematical relationships, in addition 

to building a repertoire of efficient strategies for problem solving.  Fi-

nally talking allows students to make decisions about choosing efficient 

strategies for specific problems. 

 

On the following page, the talk moves that teachers use to encourage 

talk in math class are described in detail.   
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Talk Moves 
 

Revoicing:  The teacher repeats part or all of a student's utterance and asks 

the student to verify whether the interpretation is correct.  Revoicing is not 

simply repeating, but verifying the student’s thoughts.  

 

Say More:   The teacher asks a student to elaborate on what she said, or ask 

another student to "add on" or "say more" about a classmate's contribution.  

Students enjoy having a platform from which to start their comment. 

 

Repeat:  Students restate a contribution of a classmate either verbatim or par-

aphrased.  Repeating requires another layer of thinking, as it is somewhat chal-

lenging to repeat classmates' contributions.  The expectation that students be 

able to repeat contributions is useful. Students are "on call" and must attend to 

conversation.  This move changes the level at which people listen. 

 

Example or Counterexample:  Student are asked to provide an example or 

counter-example of his or a classmate's contribution.  Calling upon other stu-

dents to provide examples serves as an effective check for understanding.  

Counterexamples are productive in math when disproving a claim. 

 

Agree or Disagree:  Teacher asks student whether they agree or disagree with 

a comment, then also asks why.  It is important to add the "why" when using 

this move.  The yes or no question of "Do you agree or disagree?" is a good start 

point to engage students in the deeper thinking of "why?“   

 

Why do you think that:  Teacher asks students to explain how or why they 

came to their position.  This move can also be referred to as "press for reason-

ing.“  Pressing can include asking why, requiring evidence, and citing text.  The 

ultimate goal is to open a student's reasoning process to the rest of the class, so 

that others can learn and respond. 

 

Wait Time:  Teacher allows quiet thinking time for students to develop re-

sponses.  While not technically a "talk" move, wait time is equally important.  It 

is important to provide students time to think.  Moving on rapidly is not always 

the most beneficial choice for students.  Students who are normally quiet can 

provide especially insightful responses if teacher uses wait time. The idea that 

this puts undue pressure on students is false.  This move allows more students 

to participate and builds confidence in those less accustomed to speaking out. 

Talk Moves At 

Home: 

 

1. Give your 

child a men-

tal math 

problem to 

solve in 

his/her 

head. 

2. Prompt to 

tell how the 

problem was 

solved: 

“Tell me more 

about how you 

solved that.” 

“Why do you 

think that?” 

 

3. Revoice 

what your 

child ex-

plains: 

“I heard you 

say..” 


