
     Melrose Public Schools World Language Department     
 

Travail d’été (Summer Assignment) 
Dual Enrollment (DE), AP & Honors Foreign Language Class Summer Assignment / 2020 – (French 5) 

Classroom:  join code=zlozl4o 
 

Prof:  Mme Wagstaff 
dwagstaff@melroseschools.com or 781-462-1176 (Google Voice text) 

 

 
(Assignment will also be posted on your current Google Classroom page  

and/or on the MHS website) 
 

**Here is a video of Madame Wagstaff explaining the assignment** 

 
 
Goals: 
-DE & AP students:  to challenge the student with the rigor appropriate for an advanced class  
-AP students:  to expose students to the type of tasks required for the AP test 
-ALL students:  to provide students the opportunity to have contact with and perform in the language during the summer  
 
 
Requirements: 
-The assignment is due no later than the TUESDAY after LABOR DAY & will be turned in on Classroom.  
(Date:  T, September 8th) 
(late =0/5 homework grade for every 2 days late; weekend counts as 2 days) 
-The different parts of this assignment will count as grades for Quarter 1 (Writing & Listening/Reading grades—see below) 
 
--Any Honors student who decides to switch into AP or DE will have two weeks from the time s/he makes this decision to 
complete the remaining parts of the summer assignment. 
 
A Note on the Use of Online Resources: 
Students should use online resources judiciously (ex:  Google translate/other online translator, Word Reference).  
These resources should only be used to look up words/very short phrases and not to write sentences or paragraphs.  Failure to follow 
these instructions will result in:  
a)  work that does not reflect the student’s true ability; b) work that was not entirely composed by the student; c)  work that is 
unintelligible 
 
Students who neglect to abide by the above guidelines will receive reduced credit on their assignment.  In some cases, students may 
need to reproduce the work for the teacher in order to get credit, but at a significantly reduced percentage. 
 
Components: 
 Task Grading Turn in 

how/where? 
Honors Dual 

Enrollment 
AP 

 Part 1:  Persuasive Essay, based on 
French film & infographic 

Presentational (Writing) Classroom 
AND print a 
copy for me    

 Part 2:  Listening & Reading Activities, 
related to the film you watch 

Interpretive (Listening and 
Reading) 

Classroom 
(typed or 
handwritten) 

  
optional 

  

mailto:dwagstaff@melroseschools.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14D0-jDNHL-ADC6reY1fQH_EEDGjAXbHl/view


 
 
Part 1: Persuasive Essay, based on French film & infographic (all students) 

Thème AP:  La vie contemporaine--Les voyages (AP theme :  Contemporary Life—Travel) 

Longeur :  3-5 paragraphes (tapée, s’il vous plaît !) 

Write an essay (typed, in French), in which you answer one of the questions below.  Use the movie you watched 
& the infographic (next page) as your two sources. 

Choisissez une des questions suivantes : 
 
1) Quelles leçons est-ce qu’on apprend en voyageant ? 
2)  Comment est-ce que le voyage peut être une expérience qui 
transforme quelqu’un ? 
3)  Pourquoi voyage-t-on ? 
4)  Qu’est-ce qui est plus important :  le voyage ou la 
destination ? 
 
Justifiez votre réponse en prenant des exemples de la Source 1 (le 
film que vous avez choisi) et de la Source 2 (l’infographie 
ci-joint). 

Choose one of the following questions : 
 
1) What lessons does one learn by traveling? 
2) How can travel be a transformative experience? 
 
3)  Why do people travel? 
4)  What is more important:  the journey or the destination? 
 
 
Justify your response by taking examples from Source 1 [the 
movie you chose] and Source 2 [the enclosed infographic]) 
 

 
Source #1 :  Film en langue française, au sujet du voyage (French language, travel-themed film) 

You must choose a French language, travel themed movie to watch this summer.  You will use the movie as a source for your 
essay.  Here are some approved choices. 
If you wish to view a different French-language movie, I MUST APPROVE IT before you can do this.  Please contact me for 
approval (dwagstaff@melroseschools.com) 
 
descriptions tirées du site IMDB ou Amazon.com 
 
NETFLIX (note:  I have not seen most of these movies yet!) 
L’Ascension (The Climb)—2017 (on Netflix) NR 
A young man from the suburbs with no mountaineering experience decides to climb Mt Everest to show a woman he’d do anything for her.

 
 
10 jours en or (Ten Golden Days)—2012 (on Netflix) NR 
When a carefree bachelor is unexpectedly left in charge of a young boy, the two embark on a road trip that will change both of their 
lives. 
 
La Dream Team (A Mighty Team)--2016 TV-MA 
When a fit of anger leads to a serious injury, a sidelined soccer star returns to his hometown and reluctantly agrees to train the local 
youth. 
 
Un + Une --2015 TV-MA 
French famous film score composer goes to India to compose the score for an Indian adaptation of Romeo and Juliet. There he meets 
the wife of the French ambassador to India, and a complicated relationship ensues. 
 
http://www.frenchflicks.com/netflix-48.html (this is a site where you can find many French movies on Netflix, iTunes 
and Video on Demand…remember:  travel-themed movies ONLY!) 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:dwagstaff@melroseschools.com
http://www.frenchflicks.com/netflix-48.html


AMAZON (PRIME) 
Décalage horaire (Jet Lag)—2002 (rent on Amazon Prime) R 
A worn-out businessman and a beautician on the run collide in a Paris airport. Love arrives, all its hurdles be damned. 
 
Le fils de l’épicier (The Grocer’s Son—2007) NR 
It is summer, and thirty-year-old Antoine is forced to leave the city to return to his family in Provence. His father is sick, so he must 
assume the lifestyle he thought he had shed driving the family grocery cart from hamlet to hamlet, delivering supplies to the few 
remaining inhabitants. Accompanied by Claire, a friend from Paris whom he has a secret crush on, Antoine gradually warms up to his 
experience in the country and his encounters with the villagers, who initially seem stubborn and gruff, but ultimately prove to be funny 
and endearing. Ultimately, this surprise French box-office hit is about the coming-of-age of a man re-discovering life and love in the 
countryside. 
 
 
OTHER (May be able to buy used from Amazon, find at library, etc.) 
 
Le Grand Voyage (2004) NR 
A few weeks before his college entrance exams, Reda (Nicolas Cazale), a young man who lives in the south of France, finds himself 
obligated to drive his father 3,000 miles on his spiritual hajj to Mecca. From the start, the journey looks to be difficult: Reda and his 
father (Mohamed Majd) have nothing in common. The wide cultural and generational gap between the two is worsened by their lack 
of communication. Reda finds it hard to understand his father, who demands respect for himself, his religion and his pilgrimage. From 
France, through Italy, Serbia, Turkey, Syria, Jordan to Saudi Arabia, the two will embark on a road trip to Mecca that  
ill change their lives. Winner – Venice Film Festival. In French and Arabic with English subtitles. 
 
L’auberge espagnole (The Spanish Apartment—2002) R *language/sexual situations 
A strait-laced French student moves into an apartment in Barcelona with a cast of six other characters from all over Europe. Together, 
they speak the international language of love and friendship. 
 
La gloire de mon père (My Father’s Glory—1990) G 
A young boy's life in turn-of-the-century France. Marcel, witnesses the success of his teacher father, as well as the success of his 
arrogant Uncle Jules. Marcel and family spend their summer vacation in a cottage in Provence, and Marcel befriends a local boy who 
teaches him the secrets of the hills in Provence. 
 
 
 
*=________________________________ has copies of these movies.  Here is _________ contact info: 
cell phone: ___________________ email: ______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Source #2:  Infographie:  Tourisme 2019 (https://bit.ly/2XydMic ) 
 

https://www.globe-trotting.com/post/tourisme-international-2019 (Infographic only) 
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Essay helpers: 

Transition words: Citing the source: Useful phrases & words: 
--Selon=according to 
--Pourtant=However 
--Aussi=also (in middle of 
sentences) 
--De plus=Also/In addition (at 
beginning of sentence) 
--Tandis que=whereas 
--Bien que + subjonctif=although 
--Pour conclure=In conclusion 
 

Here are some simple sentence 
starters you can use to cite from 
an infographic: 
 
Selon l’infographie,… [According 
to the infographic,…] 
 
L’infographie dit que… [The 
infographic says that…] 
 

--Il y a=There is/are 
--premier/première, deuxième, 
troisième=1st, 2nd, 3rd 
--quelqu’un/quelque 
chose=someone/something 
--avoir=to have; être=to be; 
aller=to go; faire=to make/do 
--à cause de=because of 
 
For *this* essay: 
Voyager est=Traveling is 
On voyage=People travel 
Il faut qu’on voyage=People 
should travel 
En voyageant=By 
traveling/Through travel 
 
 

Important linking words: 
 

Expressing your opinion 
neutrally & formally (no je!  no 
tu!): 

Other: 

--Qui/que=that, who, whom, 
which [Une chose qui est très 
importante…] 
--Ce qui/ce que=what [but…not 
to ask questions!] 
 

Avoid phrases such as “J’aime”& 
“Je pense que”…don’t use “je”! 
 
Ex : 
--Don’t say this :  Je pense que la 
diversité est importante. / J’aime 
la diversité dans mon pays. 
--Say this instead :  La diversité 
est importante. / La diversité est 
une qualité positive aux 
Etats-Unis. 
 
--Use impersonal pronouns “on” 
or “il” 
--Il faut que + subjonctif=It is 
necessary that… 
--Il faut + infinitif=It is necessary 
to… 
 

Don’t forget to proofread!!!! 
(especially for agreement errors! 

 
  



 

Type essay on this page 

 

  



 Part 2: Listening and Reading 

Listening:  

--While watching the movie, fill out the listening activity template. 

 

Reading: 

--Find a French-language article related to the actual movie or its theme (Ex:  If you watched L’auberge espagnole, find a 
review of the movie, a biography of the main actor or actress or an article about Erasmus or studying abroad) 

--Provide title/ link or printed copy of the article 

--Fill out the following reading template 

  



 

Compréhension Orale 

Nom du film:  

 

 

I) Mots/phrases du film que je connais (Words/phrases from movie that I know) 

1.  5.  

2.  6.  

3.  7.  

4.  8.  

 

II)  Nouveaux mots/phrases que j’ai appris du film (New words/phrases I learned from the movie) 

1.  5.  

2.  6.  

3.  7.  

4.  8.  

III) En anglais :  Résumé du film (2-3 phrases) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

IV)  En français :  Les détails importants  Ecrivez 6 événements/détails du film. 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  



 

Compréhension de Lecture 

Titre de l’article :  

 

Adresse :  

 

I) Mots/phrases de l’article que je connais (Words/phrases from article that I know) 

1.  5.  

2.  6.  

3.  7.  

4.  8.  

II)  Nouveaux mots/phrases que j’ai appris de l’article (New words/phrases I learned from the article) 

1.  5.  

2.  6.  

3.  7.  

4.  8.  

III) En anglais :  Résumé de l’article (2-3 phrases) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

IV)  En français :  Les détails importants--Ecrivez 6 événements/détails de l’article. 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  



 

AP Persuasive Essay (from College Board) 
(notes:  for the summer assignment, there are only 2 sources for the essay) 

 Working Below 
Expectation 

1 

Working Toward 
Expectation 

2 

Meeting Expectation 
 

3 

Exceeding 
Expectation 

4 

Exceeding 
Expectation 

5 

Task Completion/ 
Organization: 
 

Almost no treatment 
of topic within the 
context of the task 
 
 
Little or no 
organization; 
absence of 
transitional elements 
and cohesive devices 

Unsuitable treatment 
of topic within the 
context of the task 
 
 
Limited organization; 
ineffective use of 
transitional elements 
or cohesive devices 

Suitable treatment of 
topic within the 
context of the task 
 
 
Some organization; 
limited use of 
transitional elements 
or cohesive devices 

Generally effective 
treatment of topic 
within the context of 
the task 
 
Organized essay; 
some effective use of 
transitional elements 
or cohesive devices 

Effective treatment of 
topic within the 
context of the task 
 
 
Organized essay; 
effective use of 
transitional elements 
or cohesive devices 

Content/Sources: 
 

Demonstrates poor 
comprehension of the 
sources’ viewpoints; 
includes frequent and 
significant 
inaccuracies 
 
 
Mostly repeats 
statements from 
sources or may not 
refer to any sources 
 
Minimally suggests 
the student’s own 
viewpoint on the 
topic; argument is 
undeveloped or 
incoherent 

Demonstrates a low 
degree of 
comprehension of the 
sources’ viewpoints; 
information may be 
limited or inaccurate 
 
Summarizes content 
from one or two 
sources; may not 
support the essay 
 
Presents, or at least 
suggests, the 
student’s own 
viewpoint on the 
topic; develops an 
unpersuasive 
argument 
somewhat 
incoherently 

Demonstrates a 
moderate degree of 
comprehension of the 
sources’ viewpoints; 
includes some 
inaccuracies 
 
Summarizes content 
from at least two 
sources in support of 
the essay 
 
Presents and defends 
the student’s own 
viewpoint on the 
topic; develops a 
somewhat persuasive 
argument with some 
coherence 
 

Demonstrates 
comprehension of the 
sources’ viewpoints; 
may include a few 
inaccuracies 
 
 
Summarizes, with 
limited integration, 
content from all three 
sources in support of 
the essay 
 
Presents and defends 
the student’s own 
viewpoint on the topic 
with clarity; develops 
a persuasive 
argument with 
coherence 
 

Demonstrates a high 
degree of 
comprehension of the 
sources’ viewpoints, 
with very few minor 
inaccuracies 
 
Integrates content 
from all three sources 
in support of the 
essay 
 
Presents and defends 
the student’s own 
viewpoint on the topic 
with a high degree of 
clarity; develops a 
persuasive argument 
with coherence and 
detail 

Comprehensibilit
y: 

Barely 
understandable, with 
frequent or significant 
errors that impede 
comprehensibility 
 

Partially 
understandable, with 
errors that force 
interpretation and 
cause confusion for 
the reader 

Generally 
understandable, with 
errors that may 
impede 
comprehensibility 
 

Fully understandable, 
with some errors 
which do not impede 
comprehensibility 
 

Fully understandable, 
with ease and clarity 
of expression; 
occasional errors do 
not impede 
comprehensibility 
 

Vocabulary & 
Expressions: 

Very few vocabulary 
resources 
 

Limited vocabulary 
and idiomatic 
language 
 

Appropriate but basic 
vocabulary and 
idiomatic language 

Varied and generally 
appropriate 
vocabulary and 
idiomatic language 

Varied and 
appropriate 
vocabulary and 
idiomatic language 

Language Control 
& Complexity: 
 

Little or no control of 
grammar, syntax and 
usage 
 
 
Very simple 
sentences or 
fragments 
 
 

Limited control of 
grammar, syntax and 
usage 
 
 
Uses strings of 
simple sentences and 
phrases 
 

Some control of 
grammar, syntax and 
usage 
 
 
Uses strings of 
mostly simple 
sentences, with a few 
compound sentences 
 

General control of 
grammar, syntax and 
usage 
 
 
Develops mostly 
paragraph-length 
discourse with 
simple, compound 
and a few complex 
sentences 
 

Accuracy and variety 
in grammar, syntax 
and usage, with few 
errors 
 
Develops 
paragraph-length 
discourse with a 
variety of simple and 
compound 
sentences, and some 
complex 
sentences 

(DE/AP & Honors will receive different grades for the same scores) 

 


