
AP Psychology Summer Reading Assignment 
  

Purpose: This assignment asks students to begin thinking like psychologists, to not only see the symptoms               
of a disorder, but to think about the implications of those symptoms for the individual, their friends and family,                   
and also the larger society. As students explore the case studies in this collection, they will be introduced to                   
numerous psychological conditions, as well as some of the essential questions that underlie the study of                
psychology, such as: 

● What IS a psychological disorder? 
● How do an individual’s biological make-up and experiences impact his or her behavior? 
● How has society’s view of psychological disorders changed over time? 

  
Due date: the first day of school  (September 2, 2020) 
  

● Any student who fails to submit the summer reading assignment on time will receive a grade of 0, 
and will have the option to drop to Honors Psychology.  

● Any student electing to add the course at any point will need to complete this assignment in order 
to be added. 

  
  
Assignment: Read Oliver Sacks’ book, The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat. Then choose one case                  
study that interests or intrigues you from each of the four sections (a total of four case studies). For each case                     
study you choose, you will need to write an essay in which you provide a summary of the case study and                     
analysis of the condition and its impact.  
  

● The summary should contain an overview of the case study, including key facts and people, symptoms,                
complications of their disorders or conditions, etc.  
  

● The analysis should provide information concerning how the neurological impairment affected the            
person’s life and what you think it would be like to live with such an impairment or condition. For the                    
analysis, do not limit yourself to the mere details of the case study as it is told. Dig deeper - what impact                      
do you think each condition has on an individual’s day to day life, sense of self, etc.? 

  
  
Each essay should be approximately two pages long. These essays must be typed, double-spaced, in 12-point                
Times Roman or New York font, with one inch margins. Each essay is worth 50 points (20 for summary, 30 for                     
analysis), for a total of 200 points. I encourage you to submit your essays to me electronically, through Google                   
docs; my email address is:  llord@melroseschools.com 
  
Please note that you are responsible for obtaining a copy of the book to complete the assignment. (See below                   
for complete bibliographical information.)  
If you have questions or concerns about the assignment, or anything else regarding the course, over the summer, 
you can email me at llord@melroseschools.com.  If you are emailing from an account other than your school 
account, be sure to include your name and/or AP Psychology in the subject, because I often delete messages 
from unknown addresses. 
  
  
Bibliographical information: 
Sacks, Oliver. The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat. NY: Simon and Schuster Adult Publishing Group,                  
1998.  ISBN: 0684853949 
  


