
AP European History Summer Work 

 
Purpose: Advanced Placement history contains 700 years worth of material so it is important that 
students get a head start on the content over the summer.  By reading the first two chapters of the 
textbook and previewing primary sources, students will gain a head start in the content as well as 
the skills necessary to analyze primary sources. 
 
To complete the summer reading for the 2020-21 school year, follow the steps below: 
 
1. E-mail Mr. Wall (swall@melroseschools.com) by 6/30 answering the following questions: 

a. What made you choose to take AP European History? 
b. What has been your favorite topic to study in history classes? 
c. What’s been the best and worst part about not being able to finish school this year? 
d. What questions or concerns do you have about taking an AP class next year? 

  (Include ‘AP European History’ in the subject line.)  
 
2. You will complete 2 assignments over the summer.  The first assignment will be checked 
when you return in the fall through an open notes test, while the second assignment will have 3 
checkpoints to turn in over the summer and during the first week of school. 
 
Assignment  Description Due Date 
Textbook Reading Read the first chapter of Kagan’s Western Civilization. 

Create a note-taking system that you will utilize for the 
year. Two-column note-taking is suggested, though other 
organized note format is acceptable 

Aug. 28, 2020 

Primary Sources: 
Checkpoint #1 

Read Documents 1-5 and answer questions.  Complete 
and share on a Google Doc. 

July 13, 2020 

Primary Sources: 
Checkpoint #2 

Read Documents 6-10 and answer questions.  Complete 
and share on a Google Doc. 

Aug. 3, 2020 

Primary Sources: 
Checkpoint #3 

Read Documents 11-15 and answer questions.  Complete 
and share on a Google Doc. 

Aug. 17, 2020 
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Dear incoming AP Euro students, 
 
Attached is the summer reading list of primary sources.  It includes 15 readings from various 
sources discussed throughout the course of European history (note: there are links below each 
source to a digital copy of that source).  Please annotate or mark up each source for later use in 
the course.  As part of your assignment, you are to read each of the sources and answer the 
following questions for each source.  

1. Who wrote/spoke the source?  When was it published/delivered?  Include a short 
description of the origin or background of the author/speaker?  (Sometimes this is 
provided, but you may need to look this up.  2-3 sentences) 

2. Provide a short summary of the document.  What does it say?  What is the general 
point? (3-5 sentences) 

3. What is the purpose of the document?  Why was it written?  (You may include the 
author’s point of view. 2-4 sentences) 

4. What does the document suggest about the time period (or location) in which it was 
written? (You do not need to look information up here, but try to draw conclusions based 
on the document itself. 3-5 sentences) 

5. Answer all or any of the following questions: (2+ sentences) 
a. What stands out as significant about the document? 
b. What questions do you have about the document?  
c. What is unclear or confusing about the document?  

 
Please don’t worry about having the “right” answer for each question as there are more than 
one potential answers for several of the questions.  There are 15 total documents.  You should 
create a google doc for your responses and share them with me on or before the assigned date. 
The following are due dates for your responses throughout the summer.  
 

Documents 1-5 Due: July 13 
Documents 6-10 Due: Aug 3 
Documents 11-15 Due: Aug 17 

 
The outline/notes from the first two chapters of the book will be due on the first day of school in 
the fall.  If you have any questions, difficulties through travel or illness, etc., please let me know. 
My school email is swall@melroseschools.com 
Enjoy your summer.  I look forward to our APEH class in the fall! 
 
Mr. Wall  
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APEH Summer Reading List 
 

1. 95 Theses (1-2,6-7,21,27-28,30-33,36,42-46,48-50,54-55,62,75-76,82,86,92-95) 
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/source/luther95.txt 

2.  Edict of Nantes 
http://www2.stetson.edu/~psteeves/classes/edictnantes.html 

3. On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres 
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1543copernicus2.asp 

4. Spirit of the Laws 
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/montesquieu-spirit.asp 

5.  The Social Contract 
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/rousseau-soccon.asp 

6.  Declaration of Rights of Women 
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1791degouge1.asp 

7. The Wealth of Nations 
http://www.sjsu.edu/people/cynthia.rostankowski/courses/HUM2AF13/s3/Reader-Lecture
-08-Adam-Smith-Wealth-of-Nations-Reading.pdf 

8. Essay on the Principle of Population (Chapters 1,2,5) 
http://www.constitution.org/cmt/malthus/population.htm#ONE 

9. “Blood and Iron” Speech 
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=250 

10.  The Descent of Man 
https://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1871darwin.asp 

11.  Treaty of Versailles 
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1919versailles.html 

12.  Hitler 1923 speech 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZDJ4H-t30nCCgoAp9F-_PoLEa0z6Wbw_rF4Pf5Qief0/edi
t 
13.  UN Charter (Preamble, Articles 1-8, 33-34, 39, 41-42, 73) 

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/ 
14.  The Second Sex 

https://www.marxists.org/reference/subject/ethics/de-beauvoir/2nd-sex/introduction.htm 
15.  Perestroika (Parts of Chap 1 “An Urgent Necessity” and “More Socialism More Democracy” 

http://archive.org/stream/perestroikanewth00gorbrich#page/16/mode/2up 
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AP European History  

Summer Map Assignment 
 
 
During the first two weeks of school in the fall, students will be given a map quiz.  The following 
nations, regions, major land formations, and cities listed below are potentially part of this 
assessment. 
 
Nations and Regions Cities 
Austria Amsterdam 
The Balkans Berlin  
The Baltic states London 
Belgium Moscow 
Czech Republic Paris 
Denmark Prague 
France Rome 
Germany St. Petersburg 
Greece Vienna 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Italy 
Ireland Other 
The Netherlands Black Sea 
Norway Dardanelles 
Poland Mediterranean Sea 
Portugal States of Great Britain 
Russia 
Serbia 
Slovakia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Ukraine 
Turkey 
United Kingdom 
 
This map is on the back but here is the link for reference: 
http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/pdf/eur_country.pdf 
 
 


