
AP CS Principles Summer Work  
 
Welcome to AP CS Principles  This course introduces you to the foundations of computer 

science with a focus on how computing powers the world.  The book, Blown to Bits: Your Life, 

Liberty, and Happiness After the Digital Explosion by Hal Abelson, Ken Ledeen, and Harry 

Lewis, is a key component of the course.  For your summer assignment, you are to read the first 

2 chapters and answer the questions below.  The link to the book is below but I also have hard 

copies of it in my room (302) if you would like one.  This assignment is due on the first day of 

school.  There will also be a quiz on the material within the first week of school.  Good luck and 

email me if you have any questions or concerns. eferranti@melroseschools.com 

 

 

 
Blown to Bits  
 
Chapter 1 Questions 

1. What is a bit and what does it mean to say that "it's all just bits"? (Koan 1) Give 2 

examples of the things today that are stored in bits. 

2. Describe, in your own words, Moore's Law. 

3. Someone offers you a summer job and offers you two pay rates: (1) $10 per hour for 40 

hours per week for 30 days or (2) One cent on day 1, two cents and day two, four cents 

on day three and on (doubling each day) for 30 days. If you were trying to make as much 

money as possible in 30 days, which pay rate would you choose? What does this 

illustrate? 

4. Give an example of how the digital explosion is "neither good nor bad" but has both 

positive and negative implications. 

5.  "Advances in computing have generated and increased creativity in other fields." 

Comment on this statement. Do you agree? Can you give an example to support (or 

contradict) it? 

 

Chapter 2 Questions 

1. What is an RFID tag and what does it do? 

2. What is an EDR and what does it do?’ 
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3. Is it possible to identify someone, perhaps a patient, knowing just his or her gender, birth 

date, and zip code? Explain. 

4. What is the difference between "big brotherism" and "little brotherism"? 

5. How do you feel about “Big Brother” watching you? Do you think having security 

cameras everywhere is good or bad?  

6. Is the Privacy Act effective? Explain. 

7. “The digital explosion has scattered the bits of our lives everywhere: records of the 

clothes we wear, the soaps we wash with, the streets we walk, and the cars we drive 

and where we drive them.” (pg 20) In 1 or 2 paragraphs, address the question 'Am I 

worried about my privacy? Why or Why not?’  

 


