
Dear Accelerated Algebra 2/PreCalculus H Students and Families, 
 
My name is Jared Sawyer and I will be the instructor for the course for the 2020-2021 school year. This will be 
my first year teaching this particular course and I am excited for the endeavor. Previously, I have taught both 
Algebra 2 and PreCalculus which makes me very familiar with the content. Additionally, I currently teach all 
levels of Statistics and AP Calculus BC. Therefore, I know what skills will be necessary for students to have as 
they progress to more advanced math courses.  
 
This course will be getting a redesign this year to really focus on students’ problem solving, communication, 
and self-directed learning skills. My intent for the course is to mainly flip it and have instruction for new content 
take place outside of school hours. Then, when students come to class, we will do all sorts of practice on the 
material so that students feel comfortable with the content. I imagine lessons looking different each time that 
students come to class. Some days we will focus on one challenging problem, that pushes the boundaries of 
their understanding of concepts. Other days we will look at applications of content in the real-world so students 
can see the applicability of problem solving and mathematics. We can also use the time to prepare for 
assessments by getting in lots of practice with instant feedback on solutions.  
 
Moving new content instruction outside of school hours will have many benefits for our students. It allows for 
more personalized support in class. Rather than spend time with students learning content, flipping the 
classroom will allow for students to check in with their instructor with where they are. This might be eliciting 
help on understanding a particular concept before starting to work on problems or checking in about solving a 
problem to make sure they are on the right track. Students will be able to practice their skills at a level that is 
challenging for them. Additionally, the course structure will require that students develop their self-directed 
learning skills. This will be helpful in developing their skills as learners, which will definitely be vital as they 
progress through their secondary and post-secondary education.  
 
In the spirit of this course structure change, the summer assignment has been designed to reflect what will be 
expected of students. In order to access the summer assignment, students should join the Google 
Classroom with the code: 6uldh4r. There, they will find a series of assignments on the Classwork page of 
the classroom that make up the summer assignment. The goal of the summer assignment is to build 
community for our course and to expose students to the topics covered on the first assessment of the year. 
Part of the summer assignment will involve a discussion board that will hopefully create an additional resource 
for students to use in order to work their way through learning the new material. Additionally, multiple types of 
resources will be included so that students can choose content presentation methods that work best for them.  
 
When we come back to school, students will be assessed on their mastery of the learning objectives that the 
summer assignment covered. The assessment will be used as a benchmark for students to see how they did 
with the new course model. It will count as a completion grade, not as an actual test grade. From this, we will 
be able to set individual goals so that students can find success in this course.  
 
I look forward to working with all of you in the year coming. If you have any questions about the summer 
assignment or the course itself, please email me at jsawyer@melroseschools.com. I will be checking my email 
about once a week during the summer, so just be aware that an immediate response will not always follow 
your email.  
 
Best,  
 
Jared Sawyer 
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