Minutes of the 

Roosevelt School PTO Meeting

November 3, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.  Giovanna Spinale announced that we would be bouncing around tonight and not going in accordance with the agenda.  .  Board members present were Co-Presidents, Giovanna Spinale and Susanna Zysk, Vice President Betsey Benagh, Treasurer Kathy Nottingham and Secretary, Rosemary Rossi.  

Bookfair Update:  Heidi Michel gave the update on the book fair.  The book fair is November 17th to the 21st.  The books will be loaded in on Friday November 14.  Three people will help with loading without children.  Bookfair visits are generally aligned with library time and with library volunteers.  Heidi Michel, Beth Copp and Maria Ruby will also be available to assist throughout the bookfair.  Heidi indicated that she moved Friday classes to Tuesday.  A lot are Kindergarten and 1st grade classes so they are moved to Tuesday in case they forget their money, they can go again on Friday.  We do not have a lack of volunteers.  There is a Thursday evening event for adults only.  We are hoping to catch more of a holiday thing to raise more money.  Bookends changed to a sliding scale on what we make and it is now based on what we sell.  We got 25% last year and we would have to sell $18000 to get that percentage.  We are staying with them because we got a better week and they have better product.  Barnes and Noble bookfairs are in their stores not on site.  We are closing down on Friday at noon on the 21st so that we have time to pack up.  We shop at 40% for the library and we need time to shop for our books.  Question:  what time is the Thursday night event?  Answer: 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. with no children.   Question:  kids are supposed to bring cash to school?  Answer: a flyer will be going out.  Shopping each day will be until 2:45 so that you can come by and purchase books after school.  The reorder for the next day needs to be faxed by 3:00 so the library doors will be locked at 2:45.  Question:  Are you going to have lists so the kids can write what they want and where it is located? Answer: yes.  Beyond the dates there is not much more information on the flyer.  

Principal’s Report:  Mrs. Clery addressed the group.  She congratulated the PTO for the wonderful turnout at the Halloween party.  The amount of activity was striking; the arts and crafts, the games, etc. were wonderful.  November is family literacy month.  I am happy to have the bookfair going on and the PTO has sponsored an enrichment program that is bringing an author to the school and that is great.  Starting next week we are encouraging students to read with a family member as many nights as they can to the end of the month.  They will get a login sheet and submit the number of nights they read.  The person with the highest number of hours logged in will get a lunch with Mrs. Clery.  MCAS analysis – we made AYP (adequate yearly progress).  All schools by 2014 have to have 100% of students reaching proficient or advanced.  AYP is what is calculated from year to year.  If you don’t make AYP two years in a row then you have to come up with an action plan.  We did.  Roosevelt has made AYP every year since 2006 in 5th grade math.  Across the state we are struggling with open response questions.  The state average is pretty low and we are falling in with the state average.  The site council met for the first time last month and we are working on our school improvement for next year.  The school committee would like to see what improvements we would like to make so that they can incorporate it into their budget.  We would like to come up with strategies to help open response questions.  

Roller world Update:  Giovanna announced that Carla McAree is not here so Giovanna gave an update.  It is scheduled for November 19 – come and have some fun we have plenty of volunteers.

Winter Wonderland Update: Kristin Abbondante – The scheduled date is December 10th.  Each child can buy up to 5 items and have one wrapped.  The items range from 25¢ to $3.00.  We have dog toys, bath gel, candles and holders, travel games, etc.  I will work with Mrs. Clery to come up with an announcement.  There can be no checks.  Everything must be cash.  The total inventory is based on the maximum of 5 items per child.  Strictly cash no checks are involved.  We have a great list of volunteers to help the children with their addition and purchases.  Thanks went out to everyone who is helping shop, etc.  Parents of older kids – there was an issue last year with 5th grade – nothing good was left.  We are meeting soon to put everything together.  We will pull everything out and divide by number of children per grade level.  So everyone will have the same chance to buy the same items.  It was not fair to the last class of the day so we think this will be a more fair way of handling things.  We will have those boxes with arranged items and sealed for each grade level.  It will be very controlled this year.  Lunch on that day is in the classroom so parent volunteers will be contacted for lunch coverage.  We will keep things under strict control and no one will be allowed to purchase more than 5 gifts and boxes will remain sealed until each grade arrives.  Items are placed according to price.  It takes place during the entire school day.  We will be open after school if there is left over inventory.  Kristin also needs help the night before in setting up.  

Fifth Grade Recognition Update:  Doreen Cincotta -  We have selected a cookie vendor for the fundraiser.  You should have gotten a flyer in your backpacks.  We should have things before Thanksgiving.  The wreath committee is meeting next week – we expect delivery the first week of December.  We will have pickup in the upstairs hallway.  It will coincide with the bookfair but the bookfair is in the library and the greenery is in the hallway.  Question: Are you doing delivery again?  Answer: I’m not sure but we’ll talk about it when we meet next.

Treasurer’s Report:  Kathy Nottingham – update:  expenditures: directory; library for books; we paid Melrose PTO; Winter Wonderland; income for October - $1,325 which brings our total to $2290 in dues.  Halloween party made a profit but we have not received a bill for the school.  It should be a break-even event.  We have not received the total hours worked from the custodian yet.  When that number is given we will have a better idea if it was a break even or loss event.  

Genevieve Update:  Ellen O’Neill indicated that Thursday, November 13 is Genevieve’s delivery date.  

Auction Update:  Emily reported that there is not much to say yet.  Silent auction is scheduled for March 20th at Memorial Hall.  It is the first day of spring so hopefully we won’t have a Nor’easter.  Betsey and  Emily are chairing the auction and Lucia Krinsky and Sam vanBeever are chairing the food and tasting.  We need volunteers and our meetings are working and fun.  If people have ideas for business to solicit donations or if anyone has a business and would like to donate, it would be great.  I would like to thank Doreen Cincotta for preparing the directory.  It is very useful and we use it all of the time.  Room parents item was added.  Doreen indicated that she asked for samples of friends directories and saw some things to add.  Someone will need to inherit the directory process because I (Doreen) will not be here next year.  I don’t think Martina is planning on returning for that job either.  I can talk to anyone who is interested.  We use it for labels for the auction and 5th grade recognition.  We will send out an email to remind people of events.

Play Update:  Sue Boomhower introduced herself as a parent who helped put on the play production for the last two years.  I have a daughter in 1st grade and I would like to see the play go on.  I received offers from parents to volunteer helping with the play.  There was a brief meeting yesterday to see what play we would like to do this year.  We are thinking of doing a 1 to ½ hour musical this year.  We are thinking of Annie.  We are looking into the rights to play to see how much it would cost.  We charged $1 for tickets in the past but for something like this we would have to charge $10.  June 5th and June 12th are suggested dates.  We would have to do 2 productions.  According to the building permit – the cafetorium can hold 499 people.  We used 180 seats in the past.  I would advertise in the Free Press.  It is 3rd through 5th grade to participate.  The fee to rent the space is $15 per hour and $35 per hour for the custodian.  In the past we just picked names out of a hat to choose parts but because it is a musical, we would have to have auditions.  Everyone would get a part, but we would have to have auditions.  In order for the play to sustain itself, there needs to be a charge for it.  Question:  when doing Annie sometimes there is an option to do Annie Jr.  In doing a musical you need to have a musical director.  One of the volunteers has experience with this.  Fridays are booked from February vacation until June.  We would like to start in January.  You need to leave when the custodian leaves.  We would like to start the 2nd week of January.  We would like to send a flyer home in backpacks for Thanksgiving stating auditions in early December.  June 12 for play dates Friday and Saturday.  Question:  would you have an understudy do the main parts on the 2nd day?  Answer: yes.  Alternative Play – Someone Else’s Life.  I would like to send out a flyer in Thanksgiving backpacks.  We were also thinking that we’d need to have an intermission and sell baked goods, etc.  

Thanks to Betsey for the website.  Betsey: if anyone has anything they would like on the website, let me know.  I put up notices about funds for families in need.  Please make a request to anyone at this table, including Principal Clery if you know of anyone who is struggling.  Last year Giovanna found out about a family who was struggling who did not know about the fund.  We want to make sure that everyone knows about it.  Send us a letter and we can take care of it.  Parents do not want their children to know that they are having financial difficulties and we make sure that the children know nothing about it.  When stipend checks are issued, a note to all staff members reminding them of the fund is good.

Question: Are we doing a food drive this year?  Answer: Yes, a notice will go out soon.

Motion made to accept October minutes with change of Carla McAree’s name, seconded and passed.  

Motion to adjourn.  Seconded and passed.  Adjourned at 8:07 p.m.

