Minutes of the 

Roosevelt School PTO Meeting

May 11, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.  Board members present were Co-President, Susanna Zysk, Vice President Betsey Benagh, Treasurer, Kathy Nottingham and Secretary Rosemary Rossi.  

 Giovanna thanked everyone for coming out and called the meeting to order.

Principal’s Report:  Principal Clery thanked everyone who participated in the Teacher Appreciation luncheon.  She said that this PTO is very strong and it is a nice thank you from the parents.  She said that everyone felt very appreciated.  The teachers were raving about it as always.  

Principal Clery continued to say that the end of the year is coming we have only 29 days left.  It is coming quickly.  On June 2nd Nicholas Richards will be the Principal for the day.  This was an auction item.  We will iron out the details this week.  He had mentioned pirates but in light of the recent current events, Mrs. Clery thought that they could think of some other things.  June 3rd is the Spring Open House and we are returning to the ice cream social that was done in the past.  Teachers will be scooping 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  June 5th is Step Up day for 5th graders.  June 12th is Step Up day for the rest of the school.  The students will go into the rooms of the next grade teachers to meet them.  Question:  how do you handle the ½ day Kindergarten step ups?  ½ day kids from other schools are not included.  Answer: They will just go to the 1st grade because it is about the grade not the teacher.    June 9th and 10th are the dates for the spring concerts.  Front row seats won by Anne Moore – she wants to redeem them for the spring concert.  Mrs. Moore will email Mrs. Clery to remind her.  Question:  will there be a generalized school supply list at the end of school? Answer: At the end of the year we will put them on line.  Teachers will still put them in the incoming class report cards as well as online.


Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Kathy Nottingham gave the report:  $175 income from the Highlands Church for the shared auction linens; library got $65 in lost books; $2,990 for play tickets.  Expenses: deposit for Rollerworld $50; Annie Jr. scripts $535; library books $126; Melrose PTO $200 insurance; Enrichment $550 for Underground Railroad; fieldtrip buses $720; Emily Rubenstein $200 for Trivia Bee registration.

Flower Power Update:  Christine Richards – we had a total of 27 orders; out of those 4 had multiple orders; total $1,485 and we split for $742 income.  Question:  was it really low maintenance?  Answer: yes.   Next time we will have the teachers’ names on the envelopes for reference in giving out the product when it is received.  The company was very easy to work with and very nice.  Question:  Would they be able to incorporate fall and spring bulbs?  Answer:  No – it would have to be two fundraisers.  

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon:  Giovanna Spinale thanked everyone who donated food for the Teacher Appreciation Luncheon.  Giovanna said that the teachers were floored with all of the food.  We began with appetizers, tables of entrées, two dessert tables, edible arrangements as centerpieces (fruit), the Pfeiffers and Keegans sent the centerpieces.  Everyone raved about the food.  We PTO members were a little nervous so we provided Tupperware and spinacopita.  Teachers filled up the plastic with leftovers and then the remainder of the food went to a homeless shelter in Malden.  Angela Foti brought everything over to the shelter for us.  All members of the house immediately came down and loaded their plates.  It was wonderful.  Christine Richards and John Cotter were here with Giovanna as volunteers.  Martina Tramintozzi helped as well.  The teachers have been sending thank you notes for the luncheon.  They were all in awe with all of the donations.  Thank you to all who volunteered in the cafeteria or in the classrooms or who donated food.    Anne Moore is missing a serving fork.  She will check with Martina.  

Maria Serrao is not here but she has been talking with the business manager, Greg Zamuto, and Superintendent Casey to figure why the sign in the front of the school is green.  She got a quote from someone to paint it red and white and install some flowers.  As the seasons change we can change the flowers in some barrels.  Just to make it look a little more welcoming and liven it up.  Hopefully it will be done by the fall when we come back.  

Field Day:  Giovanna Spinale spoke with Jim Wadsworth who ran the event last year.  He asked her to find out what the budget is ($500) and to say that he is in dire need of volunteers.  Betsey Benagh said that she sent him a list of volunteers that signed up on Great Start Night.  Giovanna will tell him that Betsey sent him a list.  He knows what he is going to do and he just wanted to know what the budget is and tell us that he needs volunteers.

Family Barbeque:  We are going to run it differently this year.  There were some problems last year and some people who came late did not get what they ordered.  Everything will be prepaid.  You will get tickets for your meals.  You have to hand over your ticket to get your meal.  Ff you don’t have your ticket, you don’t get your meal.  Last year we under bought on the hamburgers and over bought on the hotdogs.  We will also have veggie burgers.  We will get the Morningstar Veggie Burgers.  Giovanna will contact those people who need to be contacted.  Anyone who wants to help please contact Giovanna.  She would like to set up a tent to keep the water in the parking lot.  She would like to have a couple of volunteers to keep an eye on the water bottles as a lot were wasted last year.  We have to have bottled water because of Health Codes.  We will have slush again.  Giovanna asked about the budget for the family barbeque.  We will have to start selling tickets now.  The amount that we have charged in the past is fine for a break-even event.  There is a family cap.  We are not trying to exclude anyone but it is a Roosevelt school event.  As much as we love to have neighbors come, it is taking away from the Roosevelt school feel.  We will send out an invitation to the neighbors of the school.  We comp them if they come.   Look for the flyer to come out soon.  Tickets will be sold at the event, but it will be limited.  Two days before the event the tickets will go home in backpacks; or we could hold tickets for the night of and give them out at the door.  A couple of lists on paper works well.  Betsey has promised to sit at the door.   Please sign up to help in any way you can.  

Fifth Grade Recognition:  Doreen Cincotta reported that things are moving along smoothly.  The event is two weeks away.  DJ is all set; food all set; proof book came back today.  Invitations are going out tomorrow.  Question: How many 4th grade parent volunteers do you need?  Answer: Last year we had probably 6, which was enough.  We ran into an issue on the desserts last year – there were not quite enough.  For 4th grade parents, it is a nice way to see what recognition night looks like.  It is the last time they are all together as a class and it is nice to see it.  Pictures are used for yearbook and the slideshow.   

Next year there will be 3 classes of 5th graders, which will add more students, guests and staff members to the list.  Our intention was to invite everyone who spent significant time with these students.  You invite who you can based on how much money you have and how much room you have.  

Citywide: Doreen Cincotta reported.  Last month April 14, people from Melrose Wakefield Hospital came to talk to us about the Stride for Health around Spot Pond.  You can coordinate teams.  The date is June 14th.  Someone brought up that Kelly’s has a fundraiser program.  They give 25%.  She doesn’t know if it is a particular night or hours or what.  It is a pretty easy to make some cash.  Peggy Sorrentino spoke that the Melrose PTO had its last meeting.  They would like the new members to be PTO board members.  The insurance and 501(c) are still pending, there is a backlog.  We have the letter but not an official stamp.  Citiwide meets once a month on the 2nd Tuesday of every month.  The schedule is set at the first meeting.  The meetings are Tuesday mornings at 9:00 a.m.  There is invited to be representatives from every school.  It is open to everyone but they would like a representative from every school to get the information around.  It is a good way to hear about what works and what doesn’t work around the city.  Doreen will be the Citywide representative for the Middle School next year.  The next Citywide meeting is tomorrow.  Last thing that came up was that there was going to be a community information night about safety for children -- how to talk to your child about appropriate touching and strangers.  There were a little more than 12 people there.  There is one at the Dutton Center tomorrow night.  Mrs. Clery spoke to the fact that it took some time to get things together for a community presentation and to give parents what they wanted.  Many parents took it upon themselves to talk to their children.  Beth Walsh asked Doreen to ask tomorrow at Citywide about internet use by predators and how we can handle this aspect.  People would be interested in how to keep kids safe on the internet.  Technology links kids in many ways (wii, ps2, webkins, etc.).  Kids are being bullied over the internet.  There is a lot of effort being put in at the middle school and high school levels but that the same issues for younger children are not being addressed.  Parents of younger kids need access to the same information as middle and high school.  Question:  did the program touch upon how to talk about this particular incident?  Answer: No, it was generic.  There must be a way of blocking things from access by kids at school but give access to teachers.  

Open Discussion:  Susanna will introduce the new board.  

Question:  Memorial Day Parade – two parents have asked Christine Richards about it.  They have to contact Paula Weiner.  Paula is trying to work with Mrs. Clery and Ms. Buchanan to decorate the floats.  The budget is only $300.  There are things (festooning, banner, teddy bear, etc.) in the upstairs closet for the parade.  

Susanna introduced the new board:  Co Presidents – Beth Walsh and Kelly Lecomte; Vice President - Christine Richards; Secretary – Karen McCarthy; Treasurer – Heather Keegan.   

Question:  Since there will not be a teacher on the board can we get teachers to come to meetings.  Principal Clery said that she would encourage participation.  Question: Could we send the agenda to staff?  Answer: yes.   Beth Walsh asked about staffing for next year.  Principal Clery answered saying that the entire school will be 3-tier except for 4th grade.  Assignments have not been made yet.  We are adding a classroom.  Instead of 16 classrooms we will have 17.  Question:  will this eventually be a 3-tier school?  Answer: yes, unless enrollment changes.  Question:  has anyone at the Roosevelt been effected by school choice?  Answer:  there are kids who had us as their first choice but are not able to come here.  If you are in school for Kindergarten it does not mean that you will be there for grade 1.  

Motion to approve minutes from April meeting, seconded and passed.  

Motion to adjourn, seconded and passed.

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  

