Minutes of the 

Roosevelt School PTO Meeting

June 10, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.  Board members present were Co-Presidents, Susanna Zysk and Giovanna Spinale, Treasurer, Kathy Nottingham and Secretary Rosemary Rossi.  Vice President Betsey Benagh was unable to attend.  

Susanna Zysk called the meeting to order.  She welcomed everyone to the last PTO meeting of the school year and thanked them for coming.  

Principal’s Report:  Principal Clery began with a staffing update.  She made the following announcements:  The 4th grade teacher, Mrs. Harrison, was resigning.  Mr. Rosenblatt is moving to from 1st grade to a 3rd grade position.  Mrs. Jones is moving from 4th to 5th grade.  We hired Mikala Carter for the 4th grade teaching position.  The person being hired for Mr. Rosenblatt’s 1st grade class has not yet signed on.  In addition to the classroom teacher hirings, we have hired an additional special education teacher.  So there will be a 4th sped teacher to help us move to inclusion.  Special education teacher, Mike Plum, has also resigned and that position will be filled.  We interviewed yesterday and today and we have strong candidates for the position.  Tracy Scrima has resigned as music teacher and that search will start soon.  

Mrs. Clery thanked the PTO Board members for all of the help given to her through her first year as principal.  She is nervous that the Board is leaving but looks forward to working with the new members of the Board.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Kathy Nottingham gave the report:  spending this month $3,295 on 5th Grade Recognition; $350 on t-shirts for the Play; $1,580 on field trip buses; $1,500 for MCAS; $284.91 on the Memorial Day Parade; $25 to the Principal.  Income this month from Greenwood Liquors, from the Library on lost books, Annie tickets, and Spinners tickets.  We need to vote on $200 for next year’s Brainpop subscription.  Mrs. Jones explained what Brainpop is and how teachers and students use it.  She explained that we used to be able to access all of the videos for free but as it has become more popular you cannot access as much.  The subscription that we have is a teacher’s subscription that we all share.  As it has become more popular, it has become more costly.  Motion to pay $200 for Brainpop for next year’s subscription, seconded and passed.  Question:  What are the other schools using and can we share subscriptions?  Answer:  we don’t know what other schools are using.  Mrs. Clery said that she would look into it.  

Treasurer Kathy Nottingham proposed for next year’s budget, rather than have Mrs. Jones ask for the funds for the subscription (Brainpop) every year, could we put it into the budget but that will have to be done next year.  Kathy Nottingham proposed the following pre-spending for next year for events that will happen before the October meeting:

$500 for deposit for Memorial Hall for the auction next year to set the date and contract; Memorial Hall must be booked first;  

$250 for Teachers’ Welcome Back luncheon;

$200 for the Welcome Back slush party;

$150 for the Welcome Back coffee;

$1,225 for Enrichment (Historical Perspectives; Pilgrims; Museum of Science.

Motion to pre-spend $500 for deposit for Memorial Hall for the auction next year to set the date and contract, $250 for Teachers’ Welcome Back luncheon, $200 for the Welcome Back slush party, $150 for the Welcome Back coffee, $1,225 for Enrichment (Historical Perspectives; Pilgrims; Museum of Science), seconded and passed.

Treasurer Kathy Nottingham recommended the following funds for rollover into next year’s budget:

$120.46 in lost books; 

the funds left, after deducting expenses from $2,700 for the play;

$199.86 from Bookfair to the general fund of the Library;

1,559.91 of library funds to rollover into budget;

$436.35 of Boxtops; 

$928.01 for guided reading;

$114.14 from the play;

$520 for Roosevelt Families in Need;

$407.50 for the Connie Pinto Fund; Beth Walsh spoke about the plaque to be mounted in the school that used to be outside; she would like to have it installed on the wall.  Giovanna said that she spoke with Mark Sheridan about mounting it and he said we need blueprints because of wires.  Principal Clery said we can contact Bob Champi.  Beth Walsh would also like the plaque at the ECC mounted.

Winter Wonderland has about $1,466.01.

Motion to approve the rollover spending for lost books, play balances, book fair, library, boxtops, guided reading, Families in Need, Connie Pinto Fund and Winter Wonderland, and rollover all unused funds, seconded and passed.

Kathy Nottingham thanked Doreen Cincotta for her help over the last two years.

Maria Serrao was hoping to speak about the beautification project.  Giovanna spoke for her.  She had sent out flyers looking for volunteers to help clean up on 2 days.  If you are planting anything this summer and have an extra tree or plant, you can contact her.  

We got an estimate on painting the school sign. $275 to sand and prime.  Maria’s husband is going to sand, prime and paint the sign red and white.  They are going to ask for paint to be donated.  We might need to have someone come in and repair it because there is some rot of some sort.  She has access to the betterment monies.  Maria spoke to Superintendent Casey for approval and Mrs. Clery also spoke with Bob Ciampi.

Family Barbeque:  Giovanna Spinale has been back and forth with the Board of Health.  We did not have a Safe Serve person to be here for us.  We have to have a Safe Serve person – someone certified in the proper handling of food.  The PTO now has to purchase a digital thermometer.  Bob McAree will allow us to store all refrigerated meats for 2 days before the barbeque.  Hamburgers will have 2 days to defrost.  The Safe Serve person will make sure of the catchall bucket Igloo thermos cooler as sanitation station.  We need to make sure that once a batch goes on the grill at least 4 have to be checked for 160 degrees.  Giovanna asked Ken Dolce for a representative to be a Safe Serve person because until we have one, we cannot have a contract.  Janine from the Lincoln school will do it for us.  We will pay her $75 for 2 hours.  Proper coolers are needed to transport all foods.  Giovanna asked why we are required to have a Safe Serve person when the Horace Mann did not have to.  Why could they have sub night?  The Board of Health was unaware that they did this.  Pizza was OK for the Halloween party but because it is outside we have to limit hand-to-food contact.  Giovanna will take the course so that we will have a Safe Serve person from now on.  The turnout so far has been low.  Giovanna has not contacted anyone on the volunteer list because she did not know if we were going to be able to move forward with this event.  Mayor Dolan did not check the school calendar and decided that he is holding Neighborhood night at the Roosevelt Field on that same night.  Today we went back and forth and it will be removed from the city web page.  It will not be at the Roosevelt.  If you sent in your money and your family name, you will not get anything sent home.  You will get an envelope when you show up.  When you go up to get your food you will be given your ticket.  We are trying to get more organized.  The city needs to make a sign saying that the Rec Department night has been changed.  They should be at both driveways.  Question: Do we need a motion for cash for the food?  Answer: No.  Checks are due by Friday.  All of the Health Department stuff comes from people getting sick.  The Health Department people will be here for the transfer of food.  Question:  How much do you think you need to spend on the food?  Answer: Probably just for the food, slush, napkins, and dishes about $575.00.  Question: Last year there was a $400 expense – what was it for?  Answer: Probably the grill rental.  We are getting them from Taylor Rental in Somerville.  $274.90 does not include the propane.  The city ordinance for Somerville does not allow them to provide propane.  The check for the grill is due the day of the event.  The money for the food is due Saturday.  The deadline for purchasing tickets is Friday.  

Fifth Grade Recognition:  Doreen Cincotta gave the report.  5th Grade Recognition is over and done.  We did not have a projector but Mrs. Clery got us one.  The 4th grade parents helped us out.  Everyone had a wonderful time.  It was very good.  Doreen has the big book of everything for whoever wants to take care of it next year.  Next year’s class is bigger and so those next year are going to have to come up with something else.  The dance floor was small.  You might want to think of desserts and coffee instead of a meal.  We had 170 people and we were tight.  If a lot of the tables were pulled out of the room because you did not have a meal, you could have more space.  The kids sat together, not with the adults.  Giovanna spoke with someone over at Central Administration and they said they would waive the fees if we wanted to bring it back to the school.  Question: Will they waive the fees at the Middle School?  Answer: We don’t know.  In hindsight, the kids had the best time when the DJ was playing and the meal was over.  Instead of starting it at 6:00 we could have started at 7:00 and still had plenty of time.  The dessert, coffee, etc. sounds fine but we will have to deal with committee members.  We have a space issue and have to deal with that.  

Citywide:   Melrose PTO Inc. is officially a 501(c).  There is one school left to pay the insurance.  They talked about graduation moved indoors because of the weather, held in the gym and kids only had 4 tickets but it was simulcast.  For next year they have funded a paraprofessional to be on duty in the library in the Middle School.  The 6th graders are not going to be covered in the after school program.  Someone from the Hoover talked about a program they started about academic topic meetings.  There was a feeling that there was a lack of opportunity to talk about what is going on at the school.  They started having evenings attended by the Principal and they have talked about what is going on at the school.  It is important to have a staff member so it does not turn into a gripe session.  The principal at the high school is staying.  The Community Coalition is trying to work on a community calendar.   It would have the schedules for all events going on in the community.  The Community Coalition is working on it but we don’t know what will happen.  E-camp and field trip policy is being discussed.  There was another group looking at E-camp, how it is done from school to school, can we get a district-wide discount, etc.  There was also a discussion about chaperones for E-camp and teachers who go or do not go.  Parents assumed that the 5th grade teachers would go and that did not happen.  The problem is contractually you cannot force a teacher to go.  This particular school goes an entire week.  Lincoln and Winthrop do a full week as does Hoover.  We go 3 days.  

Open Discussion: There was a note read from Heidi Michel relative to the library saying that the small band of volunteers is almost finished with the inventory.  We will try to get the lost book update next week.  Please ask people to share the vouchers for the book fair at the Saugus Barnes and Noble.  The code to be used is on the PTO website.  Thanks to all of the volunteers in inventorying almost 7,000 books.

Welcome Back Coffee question, Beth Walsh wanted to know if it should be the first full day of kindergarten of the first full week.  She will contact Mrs. Clery when the date is chosen.

Spinners Update:  We still have tickets.  We’ve sold only 80 tickets out of 125.  The tickets are for August 30th, a Sunday night game at 5:00.  Tickets are $8.00 each.  If you are ordering tickets they will be sent out via mail in the summer.  

Chris Casetelli is still looking for Moms on the Mound.  We can use some pep team members too.  There are 10 games played every Sunday.  You don’t have to be a Roosevelt mom or a softball player to be on the team.  

Liz Fousler spoke about the fact that Liz Peart is aging out of Roosevelt and moving from the Traffic Task Force.  She did a great job and Liz Fousler has a plant for her.

Kelly Lecomte spoke about the fact that some parents have brought a concern that with the new after school program being initiated, they are afraid that the after school clubs will be dropped.  Question: Why would the clubs have to be dropped?  Answer: Space is an issue.  Principal Clery said that we are going to try to keep everything.  Mrs. Clery is meeting with the Superintendent to see if they can iron out the issues.  Ellen O’Neill said that she asked the Superintendent the same question and she thinks that he is on the side of keeping both.  

Maria Serrao thanked Giovanna for doing the update.  She asked for extra plants, mulch, etc.  She also asked if we can we sell coffee and a bake sale at our concerts?  Yes we can.  That’s a great idea.  Giovanna has two 100 cup coffee makers.  The new board should think about that.

Beth Walsh thanked everyone on the Board for their efforts over the last 2 years and for keeping the budget looking good over the tough economic times.  We will miss you.  Beth also has had some comments from parents who would like to participate more to educate people about inclusion, to share updates and keep people informed.  She asked if the site council would be interested in this.  Mrs. Clery was thanked for the year.  

Field Day Update:  Jim Wadsworth said that everything is where it should be.  He does not know how many volunteers he has yet.  He is contacting volunteers this week and seeing how that goes.  He is counting on having it on Tuesday but that will depend on the weather.  On Monday he needs to make a trip to Costco to get Italian ice and water and he does not have a car.  Giovanna said she knows someone who can let him use their Costco membership but does not know about a car.  Giovanna asked if we can get the Italian Ice at BJs, if so, she has to go get water, etc.  They will go to BJs.  Anyone who wants to help with field day is welcome to help.  Question: Can you bring a younger sibling?  Answer: No, it is discouraged because of liability issues.  We need to defer the decision to Mrs. Clery.  Principal Clerk indicated that she thinks it should be discouraged but not set in stone.  

With no further business to be addressed, the board thanked the new board for taking on these positions.  We look forward to working with you next year. 

Ellen O’Neill wants to acknowledge Emily Smith and Doreen Cincotta who have come to every PTO meeting and are now moving on.  They will be sorely missed.  

 Motion to approve the minutes from May meeting, seconded and passed.  

Motion to adjourn, seconded and passed.

Meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m.  

