Minutes of the 

Roosevelt School PTO Meeting

April 6, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.  Board members present were Co-President, Susanna Zysk, Vice President Betsey Benagh, Treasurer, Kathy Nottingham and Secretary Rosemary Rossi.  

Susanna Zysk thanked everyone for coming out.  

Principal’s Report:  Principal Clery announced that MCAS is now underway for grades 3 to 5 – reading now.  Back in February she had told us that History is cancelled and that is still true.  The superintendent asked for a few volunteers to form a committee for the Gifted and Talented.    It has been formed.  The purpose of the committee is to come up with ways to reach out to the community and tell them what is going on with the Gifted and Talented Program.  It is more about communication than anything else.  On April 28th at the Middle School we will be working with MAV to host a night for parents, working with Mary Beth Dwyer who will be having a meeting with parents to establish rules for child safety, safe touching, etc.  It has not yet been time scheduled.  There is no school this Friday.  Vacation starts on April 20th.  

Auction Update:  Emily Smith spoke about the event.  We held our 5th Wine Tasting and Auction.  We had as many people as last year in attendance, maybe even a few more.  We sold all of the items.  Kathy Nottingham has a breakdown of what came in.  We had almost 300 items donated from around the area.  Everyone enjoyed the live auction.  Next Monday we will be having a follow-up meeting with the chairs and a few others to see what might be done differently next year.  Emily Smith will not be here next year as her son is in the 5th grade.  We are looking for additional people for both sides of the auction, the event side and the auction side.  We are looking for people to run both sides.  If you know of anyone who is a good fundraiser or event planner, please send the names to Emily Smith or Betsey Benagh.  If you have any feedback about what you liked or did not like, please give us your feedback.  We would like to strategize for what can be done differently next year.  

Principal Clery spoke again to describe her initial meeting with PTO Board members.  She said that last May or June she met with Susanna and Giovanna for about 20 to 30 minutes.  At that meeting they shared their ideas of everything that the PTO looks like.  One of the things that stuck out for Principal Clery was the fundraiser.  After that she continued to hear all about it, counting down the months.  She had a picture of what it was going to be and it exceeded her expectations.  She was thrilled at how many staff members came and how well attended it was.  She thanked everyone for their help in making it such a success.

Flower Fundraiser Update:  Christine Richards spoke about the flower fundraiser.  She was asked to help with a fundraiser to sell bulbs for Mothers’ Day.  She has everything in stacks for teachers with the information.  Parents will get a copy of the brochure with 46 different kinds of bulbs.  She played around with the forms so that people did not feel as though they need to go out and sell bulbs.  The forms need to come back in time for Mothers Day delivery.  For anyone who has not heard about this fundraiser, we have tried to test this out.  We would like to replace one of the other fundraisers with this one, if possible.  If we make a certain amount of money we may be able to replace one of the 5th grade fundraisers.  At this time we do not know which one we will be able to replace.  We get 50% of the funds raised from this event.  These are bulbs that are meant to be planted in the spring to grow in the summer and fall.  It is specific for this area.  There are extras to leave in the office.  Susanna contacted this flower company and the person she spoke with had a nephew who had done a school fundraiser 6 or 7 years ago and the bulbs they planted were still coming up.  They are local in Burlington VT.  The people are very nice.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Kathy Nottingham gave the report.  Expenses:  Ecamp bus $1,155.00; emergency assistance $25 for 1st grade field trip; buses $720; $675 for magician.  Income: auction $4,400 from ticket sales, $240 mystery bags, raffle $1,200, cards $900.  Total income $16,072; net profit $10,672.11.  Still not included is 10% from Greenwood Liquors for the wine sold.  We are down about $4,500 from last year.  We have some funds still out there.  We may still hit the $11,000 projected profit.

Susanna spoke about Teacher Appreciation Week coming up.  Sara Martin is going to contact the room parents so that teachers can enjoy their lunch.  Giovanna will contact people for food.  Teacher Appreciation Day is May 6th.  

Susanna asked if anyone else had anything.

Christine Richards said that everyone else who she spoke with who had auctions said that they paid $75 for tickets for a sit down dinner with strangers.  She talked about our auction and they all loved the idea of what we did here.  

There was a question about ticket sales.  It was reported that they were close to last year’s sales number and definitely more than 2 years ago.  We talked last year about moving it but people seem to think that March is a time that there is not much going on and people look forward to it.  Usually it is in March and we look around at what else is going on in the community.  For those who had been there before they may have noticed that we switched the setup a little bit.  We moved the beer and wine tasters to be closer to the auction items rather than closer to the food.  A little congestion seems to bring more bidding.  Question:  Was this the first year of the Buy It Now?  Answer:  Yes.  There were a couple of snafus, but we took a guess at some of the items.  We will go higher on the parking spaces next year.  Question:  Can we pave a second auction spot?  Buy It Now prices on the parking spots were higher than was bid last year and they still went very fast.  The live auction was successful and maybe we will add more items next year.  We have a new idea for how we can notify bidders that they won, so they don’t have to stand in line to find out that they did not win.  It was easier than before, but still had some snags.  Whoever is in charge next year will have some things to think about.  Emily also thought that the raffle items should be placed together rather than with the silent auction items.  It has been at Memorial Hall every year.  This year we thought of changing the site, but we looked around and could not find any place that suited our size, location, etc.  People like that it is in town.  It is something that is discussed every year.  More live auction items next year would be good.  

With nothing else on the agenda or from the floor, there was a Motion to approve the minutes from the March meeting, seconded and passed.

Motion to adjourn, seconded and passed.  

Adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

