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Newsflash

There was a change on the school year calendar regarding the last day of school.  The updated last day of school (with no snow days) is June 18th.  But due to last week’s cancellation, the close of school is pushed back to June 19th.  As always, any upcoming school cancellations will postpone the last day.
Successes
The gifted and talented forum that was held on January 15th was very well attended.  Thank you to all of those who participated.  It is humbling to see the amount of support we have from the community as a whole.  The administrative team is enthusiastic about adapting and implementing an action plan in order to address this need in the Melrose schools.
We’d also like to give a heartfelt thank you to all of those who generously donated mittens, hats, and scarves to the recent mitten drive!!!
Enrichment Program
In partnering with Global Child, our after school foreign language program has a great enrollment!  Due to the number of students who signed up, we are offering two Spanish classes and one Mandarin Chinese class.  This is a great opportunity for children at the elementary level and I look forward to continuing to work with Global Child in the future.
We had the Abraham Lincoln enrichment program sponsored by the PTO on January 23rd.  The program presented the story of Abraham Lincoln, our “leader” role model.  This program addressed, not only the important figure that Abraham Lincoln was, but also the events that lead him to his successes.  
Community Reading Day
On March 3rd, members from our community will be volunteering to read in classrooms.  Around 8:30, there will be a volunteer in every classroom reading aloud to the children.  This annual event is an opportunity for the schools to reach out and work with Melrose community members.  The volunteers are registered through the Bridge.  Thank you to those who are volunteering!!!
Reminders


Please note that on page 17 of the Parent/Student handbook, it states that dogs (with the exception of seeing-eye dogs) are not permitted on school grounds.  Please refrain from bringing your dog with you when you come to the school.  Thank you!!


Free and Reduced Lunch enrollment is ongoing.  Although we sent applications home at the beginning of the year, please note that you can request an application and apply at any time throughout the school year.

Upcoming Events
PTO Meetings:
February 10th & March 9th (7-9 pm)
Kindergarten Report Cards:
February 11th
Community Reading Day:
March 3rd 

2nd Trimester Grades Close (Gr. 1-5):
March 17th (report cards – April 1st)
Wine Tasting:
March 20th (7-10 pm)
4th Grade Long Comp (MCAS):
March 31st
Spring Concert
June 9 & 10

Important Dates ~ Mark your calendar! 

Early Release Days:
Report Cards:
MCAS Dates:

October 29th 
Gr. 1-5:
Gr. 3 reading – April 6, 7, 8
November 13th
12/17/08
Gr. 3 math – May 12, 13, 14

December 11th
4/1/09
Gr. 4 long comp. – March 31

February 4th 
Last Day of School
Gr. 4 reading – April 1, 2, 3

March 24th
Kindergarten:
Gr. 4 math – May 14, 15

April 30th 
2/11/09
Gr. 5 reading – April 6, 7, 8

June 3rd 
Last Day of School
Gr. 5 math – May 12, 13



Gr. 5 science/ tech. – May 18, 19



Gr. 5 history – May 20, 21
Our monthly calendars will be posted on the school website.  Please refer to the website for additional dates, events and information.    
Quote of the Month
Instruction ends in the school-room, but education ends only with life.
~Frederick W. Robertson
*Please refer to our Parent/Student Handbook for additional district information.*
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