

Be Aware.  Be Understanding.

April is Autism Awareness Month, with April 2nd being National Autism Awareness Day.  Autism is a neurodevelopmental disorder that affects the brain development and growth.  It typically affects the following three areas of functioning in the brain: social behavior, communication, and restricted or repetitive rituals/routines.

With a combination of a broader definition, wider spectrum, and earlier diagnosis, more and more children are being diagnosed with autism each year.  Currently 1 out of every 150 children born in the United States is diagnosed on the autism spectrum, with 3 out of 4 of those children being male.  At this time, there is no known cure, but with early intervention and appropriate teaching, many symptoms have been shown to decrease. 
As commonly described, students with autism spectrum disorder are Always Unique, Totally Interesting, Sometimes Mysterious.  The Roosevelt School Community is coming together this month to celebrate Autism Awareness Month!
Word Work

It is very important for children, both readers and nonreaders, to manipulate words, sounds and letters in order to practice becoming more fluent readers, speakers and writers.  There are many games/activities you can do at home with your child to reinforce literacy skills.  Creating anagrams is a fun way to use letters to make various words.  An anagram is when you take letters from a word or name and mix them up to form another word or name.  For example, by rearranging the letters in Clint Eastwood, you can get OLD WEST ACTION (ironic!).  William Shakespeare might have been embarrassed if he knew his name could read I’M A WEAKISH SPELLER. 

Sit down with your child and write out his/her full name to see the letters can be rearranged to create a new word.  It helps to write each letter on a separate little piece of paper or an index card so the child can easily manipulate the letters.  If you need additional help, the following free website gives you the best anagram for a name (please monitor your child!): www.anagramgenius.com/server.html
TEAM Roosevelt

The fourth and fifth grade students will be having TEAM Roosevelt meetings with a presenter regarding Media Literacy.  The following is an overview of the program:

Media Literacy can help youth recognize and understand messages.  The definition is the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, and produce communication in a variety of forms.  A media literate person can think critically about what they see, hear and read.  It also helps the person ask questions about what they watch, see, hear and read.  Most importantly a person can critically assess how the mass media normalize, glamorize, and create role models for unhealthy lifestyles and behaviors.


The Youth Action Team, MVMMS Action Team, and the Melrose Substance Abuse Coalition’s goal is to involve elementary school age youth (Grades 4-5) with the idea behind media literacy.  We want to teach the youth to recognize how a message tries to influence them and lessen the impact of that message.
On March 13th, our TEAM Roosevelt meeting consisted of a presentation given by Tommy Jones.  His performance was literacy based and he made classic texts come to life by helping students use their imagination.  His combination of magic and humor had students enthusiastically listening and talking about reading!
Reminders


It is important that, during drop-off and pick-up, cars do not block the driveways of the residents in the area.  There have been several reported incidents where nearby homeowners were unable pull into their driveways due to cars blocking the driveways.  I understand it gets busy during these times, however, I ask that we all be patient and courteous to others.  Thank you for your cooperation with this matter.


Free and Reduced Lunch enrollment is ongoing.  Although we sent applications home at the beginning of the year, please note that you can request an application and apply at any time throughout the school year.

Upcoming Events
PTO Meetings
April 6th & May 11th
MCAS gr. 3-5
See schedule below
April Vacation
April 20th – April 24th
E-Camp (gr. 5)
April 29th – May 1st
Teacher Appreciation Week
May 4th - May 8th
Fifth Grade Recognition
May 27th
June Events

Spring Open House
June 3rd
Spring Concert (last names A-L)
June 9th 9:00-10:00
Spring Concert (last names M-Z)
June 10th 9:00-10:00
School Play
June 12th and 13th (evenings) 

Field Day (during school)
June 16th
Year End Barbecue (evening)
June 16th
Last Day of School
June 22nd
Important Dates ~ Mark your calendar! 

Early Release Days:
Report Cards:
MCAS Dates:

April 30th
Gr. 1-5:
Gr. 3 reading – April 6, 7, 8
June 3rd 
12/17/08
Gr. 3 math – May 12, 13

4/1/09
Gr. 4 long comp. – March 31


Last Day of School
Gr. 4 reading – April 1, 2, 3


Kindergarten:
Gr. 4 math – May 14, 15

 
2/11/09
Gr. 5 reading – April 6, 7, 8

 
Last Day of School
Gr. 5 math – May 12, 13



Gr. 5 science/ tech. – May 18, 19


Gr. 5 history – May 20, 21
Quote of the Month
The purpose of education is to teach children how to think, not what to think.  ~Anonymous
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