Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School
VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL (VHS)

A limited number of Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School students will have an opportunity, upon teacher recommendation, to take an online VHS course.  Some of the expectations of VHS students are:
Student Attendance 

A Virtual High School class, because it is conducted entirely over the Internet, in many ways offers more flexibility than traditional face-to-face classes. However, just as in a face-to-face class, attendance in a VHS class is very important. Students can access their class in the evening and on weekends, as well as during the day. With that flexibility comes responsibility. Your child's teacher and classmates will be posting assignments, commenting to discussions, and providing feedback in class throughout any given week. To actively participate in class your child needs to log in to his or her VHS class *at least* three times per week. Many students access their class daily as their school and home schedules allow so they are sure to get the latest assignments and instructions from their teacher.
Self Discipline

Because of the flexibility in VHS classes, it can be easy to fall behind with work. It's up to each student to check assignment due dates, set his or her own pace, and submit work on time. Assignments in Virtual High School classes vary from class to class and may include quizzes and tests, reading and writing assignments, term papers, special projects, lab exercises, class discussion, and group activities. One of the biggest mistakes new VHS students make is not giving themselves enough time to complete their work. Help your student avoid problems by encouraging him or her to complete work early! Inevitable technical glitches can occur when first getting started, so it's important not to procrastinate so all due dates are met. Please note that the VHS calendar may differ from your local school calendar. Students are expected to follow the VHS calendar while participating in their VHS course. This means if a student will have vacation periods or school breaks during their VHS course - they must be sure to notify their VHS teacher IN ADVANCE, so alternate arrangements can be made for the submission of work. There are no official school breaks in Virtual High School, but most teachers will be flexible if given advance notice of a student's absence.
Communicating with the VHS Teacher

In a VHS class, your child is responsible for much of his or her own success. Because the teacher isn't located in the local school and all communication is done online, students must remember to post messages for their VHS teacher as soon as they have a question or are having trouble understanding a concept. We ask that teachers respond to student inquiries within 24 hours, Monday-Friday. Because student inquiries are not answered immediately due to varying school schedules and time zones, students should ask questions as soon as possible so they will have time to get the answers they need to complete their work. Students can expect to receive regular communication from their teacher, which will include feedback on the work they post, as well as general comments, but it is up to each student to take responsibility for asking questions. 

If students have trouble logging into their VHS class, their school site coordinator is the person who can help. The site coordinator acts as a liaison between the student and the VHS teacher, and is responsible for reporting VHS grades to the student's local school.

VHS Policies on Grade Reporting  

The VHS academic calendar is divided into two distinct grading terms per semester. 

Teachers will post a term grade for each student at the end of the term. Term 1 ends in week 8 term 2 ends at the end of week 15.  Teachers will post a final grade for each student at the end of the course.  Teachers are required to provide VHS with a current grade average for each student at least once every 14 days.  Site coordinators check current grade averages, and also provide VHS term and final grades to local schools. The method used to calculate student grades is unique to each VHS class and is determined by the VHS teacher. Remember that VHS teachers are "real" teachers located in "real" high schools all over the country (and in some cases internationally). Just as teachers in local schools vary in teaching styles and grading methods, so do VHS teachers.  The teacher communicates how grades will be calculated at the start of the VHS class.  Please note that you can review your student's grade report within their course at anytime - simply ask your student to login to their course, and their grade report will be located in their Portfolio or private thread. The grade report will updated at least every 14 days by their instructor. 
Benefits of Taking a VHS NetCourse 

VHS classes may offer more time to be reflective about discussions. Students are not bound to just the class period to discuss a topic -- that's one of the benefits Virtual High School's scheduled asynchronous courses bring to education. Students have the opportunity to work with other students in a virtual classroom space -- students (and teachers) from other states, other countries, other cultures. It's a tremendous enhancement to a student's educational experience and lots of fun! VHS classes also help students better prepare for college and work-force learning. VHS students tell us that they feel better prepared for college because in VHS they learned to work independently, and were responsible for managing their time and learning. In fact, many colleges are now using online courses to enhance face-to-face college courses, and VHS students have a head start because they are already accustomed to learning in an online environment! Virtual High School offers a terrific way for students to broaden their educational horizons and take classes that would otherwise be unavailable to them, in an environment that is safe, challenging, and fun.  For more information see:  http://www.govhs.org.  
