MVMMS ENGLISH SUMMER READING LIST 2011
Students Entering Grade 8 

You are required to read THREE books.

One book must be from the list of fiction novels.

One book must be from the list of nonfiction titles.

One book may be freely chosen from either list.
(You are encouraged to read the others.)

Fiction
Freak, by Marcella Pixley 
“For Miriam Fisher, a budding poet who reads the Oxford English Dictionary for fun, seventh grade is a year etched in her memory as ‘clear as pain’. That’s the year her older sister, once her best buddy and fellow ‘alien’, bloomed like a beautiful flower and joined the high school in-crowd.” – from the publisher
Peak, by Roland Smith 
When Peak, a 14-year-old tagger, is arrested for scaling Manhattan’s Woolworth Building, he appears headed for a long stint in juvenile detention. Rescued by the father he barely knows, Peak unexpectedly finds himself trekking in China as part of his Dad’s commercial climbing operation on the Tibetan side of Mount Everest.

Airborn, by Kenneth Oppel   
In this swashbuckling adventure enter “an imagined world in which the air is populated by transcontinental voyagers, pirates, and beings never before dreamed of by the humans who sail the skies.” – from the publisher
The Invention of Hugo Cabret, by Brian Selznick 
When Hugo, a twelve-year-old orphan living in the wall of the Paris train station, meets a mysterious toy seller and his goddaughter, his undercover life and his most precious secret are put in jeopardy.
The Schwa was Here, by Neal Shusterman 
Brooklyn kid Antsy Bonano is intrigued by an “invisible-ish” classmate who at times blends into the background and can’t be seen by others. The two boys battle for the attention of a spirited blind girl and learn the truth about Antsy’s mother in a clever, quirky tale told with rollicking humor.
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The Pact, by Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, and Rameck Hunt 
"We didn't lock hands in some kind of empty, symbolic gesture... We just took one another at his word and headed back to class, without even a hint of how much our lives were about to change." – from The Pact
Warriors Don’t Cry, by Melba Beals  
Set against the civil rights movement of 1957, Melba Beals tells of her agonizing junior year spent in Little Rock’s Central High School as she and eight others braved the taunts and violent attacks of segregationist determined to remove them from the previously “white” school.  

Shipwrecked: the true adventures of a Japanese boy,by Rhoda Blumberg 
“In the 1800s, Japan's strict isolation laws prohibited foreigners from entering the island. So when fourteen-year-old Manjiro and four other fishermen were shipwrecked on an island far from shore, they wondered if they would ever be allowed to return home! Through a series of incredible events, Manjiro became the first Japanese person to arrive in the United States.” – from the publisher
A Long Walk to Water, by Linda Sue Park  
(This novel is based on a true story.)
Salva and Nya, two Sudanese children, have difficult roads to walk. Nya, a child in 2008, spends eight hours each day walking great distances to bring water to her Sudanese village. Salva’s journey, based on a true story, starts abruptly in 1985 when his teacher tells him to flee the small village he calls home. He becomes one of the “lost boys” of Sudan, refugees who walk across Africa searching for their families and for a safe place to stay. “Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way.” – from the publisher
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Note-Taking Guide
Summer Reading 2011
Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School

For the three required books you will read from the MVMMS Summer Reading List, take notes. These notes should be either typed or neatly handwritten. Make sure your notes are complete but brief. Use an outline or bulleted format. Include in your notes:

Main characters. Using adjectives, describe the characters’ personalities. Also explain important relationships and/or friendships.

Setting (time and place) of book.

Conflicts/problems. Describe the key obstacles the main character(s) must overcome.

Conflict resolution. Describe how each of the key obstacles was resolved.

Most important lesson. Explain the main lesson the character(s) learn and how it is learned.

Favorite quote or passage. Record the page number of your favorite quote or passage. Explain why it is important to you and/or the story.

Recommendation. Briefly explain why you would or would not recommend this book to a friend.

Required Signatures

· Make sure your name appears on all sets of notes.

· Your parent/guardian’s signature must appear on each set of notes.

Summer Reading Expectations

· You will take notes on each book you read.

· On the first day of school, you will submit your notes.

· You will use these notes as pre-writing for a formal writing assignment that your English teacher will assess.

· You will write an in-class essay about your summer reading.

· Remember, this essay represents your first test grade in English.

If you have any questions, email them to:

warnold@melrose.mec.edu
Subject: Summer Reading

