MVMMS ENGLISH SUMMER READING LIST 2011
Students Entering Grade 6

You are required to read THREE books.

You must read: Iqbal, by Francesco D’Adamo.  
Read any two books from the following list.
You are encouraged to read the others!
How Angel Peterson Got His Name, by Gary Paulsen   
In a series of vignettes, Gary Paulsen embellishes his childhood memories of wrestling bears, going over waterfalls in barrels, taking off on a giant kite, and other extreme sports.

The Road to Paris, by Nikki Grimes  
Paris Richmond has never had it easy. Her white father walked out on the family; her black mother tends to drink when she's lonely. Only Paris's older brother Malcolm is a constant. But when just Paris is placed in the foster home of the Lincolns, she finds herself all alone.

A Corner of the Universe, by Ann M. Martin  
Hattie had been anticipating a summer as comfortably uneventful as all the others-until her uncle with "mental problems" makes a surprise entrance, turning everything upside-down. –from the publisher

On My Honor, by Marion Dane Bauer  
“On your honor?” Joel’s father said. “You won’t go anywhere except the park?”

“On my honor,” Joel repeated. 
When Joel’s best friend Tony challenges him to swim in the treacherous Vermillion River, Joel ignores his promise not expecting his decision to have a tragic outcome. 
Flipped, by Wendelin Van Draanen  
The first time she saw him, she flipped. The first time he saw her, he ran. And from the second grade to the seventh, that’s how it was. But in the eighth grade, their views of the world – and each other – turn upside down, thanks to some chickens. –from the publisher
The Greatest: Muhammad Ali, by Walter Dean Myers  
This biography tells of Ali's childhood, his rise as a champion, his politics, and his battle against Parkinson's disease.  Considered by some to be one of the greatest heavyweight boxers, Ali’s accomplishments reach far beyond the ring. (A great read even if you don’t think you like boxing or sports non-fiction.)
The Great and Only Barnum, by Candace Fleming   

Experience “the tremendous, stupendous life of showman P.T. Barnum” in this sweeping biography. Museum founder, traveling exhibitionist and circus owner, Barnum defined entertainment in the late 19th century and affected the history of museums and zoology.
Note-Taking Guide
Summer Reading 2011
Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School

For the three required books you will read from the MVMMS Summer Reading List, take notes. These notes should be either typed or neatly handwritten. Make sure your notes are complete but brief. Use an outline or bulleted format. Include in your notes:

Main characters. Using adjectives, describe the characters’ personalities. Also explain important relationships and/or friendships.

Setting (time and place) of book.

Conflicts/problems. Describe the key obstacles the main character(s) must overcome.

Conflict resolution. Describe how each of the key obstacles was resolved.

Most important lesson. Explain the main lesson the character(s) learn and how it is learned.

Favorite quote or passage. Record the page number of your favorite quote or passage. Explain why it is important to you and/or the story.

Recommendation. Briefly explain why you would or would not recommend this book to a friend.

Required Signatures

· Make sure your name appears on all sets of notes.

· Your parent/guardian’s signature must appear on each set of notes.

Summer Reading Expectations

· You will take notes on each book you read.

· On the first day of school, you will submit your notes.

· You will use these notes as pre-writing for a formal writing assignment that your English teacher will assess.

· You will write an in-class essay about your summer reading.

· Remember, this essay represents your first test grade in English.

If you have any questions, email them to:

warnold@melrose.mec.edu
Subject: Summer Reading

