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ATTENTION ALL PARENTS -- MVMMS PTO PARENTS EMAIL LIST for 2010/2011 school year
MVMMS PTO will be continuing their e-blasts for the new school year 2010/2011.  Parents, if you would like to join the email list (upcoming MVMMS events, MVMMS PTO Newsletter, upcoming PTO events) please send an email to mvmms.pto@gmail.com asking to be added.  We will typically send out one email a month with any information which pertains to the upcoming events at the Middle School.  Please include your own name as well as the name and team of each of your MVMMS students so that we can match them to this year’s master list.  If you do not know your students team, send what you can for now; we will follow up in the Fall.

Family Orientation Night for Families of 5th Graders will be held on Thursday, June 10, 2010 at 7pm.  The MVMMS PTO will provide refreshment before hand from 6pm – 7pm.  Come early to learn more about what the PTO does for the school and the enrichment programs it supports.

Healthy Relationships Program

The Melrose Alliance Against Violence (MAAV) in partnership with MVMMS Health Educator Jean Keefe presented the “Healthy Relationships” program as part of the 8th grade health education curriculum in May.  The objective of the program is to teach students the characteristics of healthy and unhealthy relationships in order to make positive choices.  Sessions 1-3 involve watching and discussing the movie “No One Would Tell.” In session 4 of the program, students had the opportunity to listen to a powerful presentation from a guest speaker who is a survivor of teen dating violence.  Session 5 focused on the different types of abuse, and abuse via technology, including cell phones and social websites, and the warning signs of abuse.  The last session provided students with information on the cycle of abuse, the barriers to leaving an abusive relationship, and resources available for victims of abuse. The program ends with an activity on the ingredients of a healthy relationship.  This program is offered every semester; after completing the program last semester:   

· 98% of students said they know the warning signs of an abusive relationship

· 95% said they know how to get help for themselves or someone else who is being abused

· 94% said they know the ingredients of a healthy relationship

Please visit www.maav.org for more information or call 781-662-2010.  Join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/maav.org
PTO Open Positions

Keep your eyes open for a special email blast listing open positions for the 2010-2011 PTO!  There will be some great opportunities!

Box Tops: The Second Year!

Our first year participating in the Box Tops for Education program is in the record books, as they say.  Hooray and thank you to all who participated and made our first effort a noteworthy one!  We collected just under $500 for this inaugural effort, not including a bonus from an 8th grade family who won 10,000 Box Tops from Market Basket supermarket.  $500 isn’t bad but we know it can be better!

Why?  We have roughly 900 students here at MVMMS and if each one brought in 10 Box Tops, we’d raise $900.  Since they’re collected in October and February, we’re certain our students could bring in 10 Box Tops to each collection drive, so that our earnings potential could be $1,800 for a school year.

Imagine that – Simply buying your regular household items and clipping that Box Top could help our school earn $1,800 from a cereal company!  Raising funds never looked so easy and effortless. 

Unfortunately, only a fraction of MVMMS students and families participated in our first year.  That’s why we have big plans for your summer.  Let’s have every student at MVMMS bring 10 Box Tops to school during the first week of class and see if we can reach that $900 milestone by September 13!  All it takes is a small effort from every student…as the saying goes, “Many hands make light work,” so let’s all try to make this goal a reality. 

Ten Box Tops by September 13 – we know you can make it happen!  Clip ‘em and save ‘em this summer.  A small and simple effort with a really big payoff when everyone participates!  Thanks – we’ll see you and your Box Tops in September!
The MVMMS PTO collected Campbell's Labels for Education for the first time this year. With the help of the children, the staff at MVMMS and the parents, we are proud to announce that we collected 800 labels last week.   Since our school completed two community building activities, Principal Brow was able to sign off on the events to earn us an additional 1000 points this year.  Our account is now tallied at 1850 points.  Check out the PTO website this September for information regarding our community building activities and what we will be using the points for.  KEEP CLIPPING OVER THE SUMMER!  Thank you.  If you need to know what qualifies as a Campbell's Labels for Education product, check out this link:  http://www.labelsforeducation.com/participating-products.aspx

The Eighth Annual 8th Grade MVMMS Drug and Alcohol Prevention Summit will be held in the auditorium, cafeteria, project rooms, and/or gymnasium on Tuesday-Friday, June 1-4, 2010.  The objectives of the Summit are as follows: 1) To have an open and honest dialogue about the harmful effects of drug and alcohol use.  2) To hear stories of people impacted by drug and alcohol.  3) To highlight the importance of the following five personal qualities stressed at MVMMS: honesty, responsibility, self-management, sociability, and self-esteem.  There will be eighteen assemblies and/or activities including a three-screen multi-media presentation, a song writer, first-hand accounts of the negative impact of drugs and alcohol, testimonies, doctors, nurses, a community coalition, a professional play, police officer, movie, a professional wrestler, fathers, mothers, substance abuse counselor, a sheriff, a reflective essay, and more.  Parents are welcome to attend.  For more information, contact Principal Brow at tbrow@melrose.mec.edu. (Partially funded by PTO)
  
The MVMMS PTO would like to thank the following donators for its 1st Movie Night which was held at the Melrose Veteran's Memorial Middle School Auditorium.  Families enjoyed pizza and refreshments beforehand in the cafeteria and then proceeded to the Auditorium to watch the production of That Darn Cat.
 
Thank you to Domino's Pizza, Shaw’s, Yen & Crew, Eastern Bank, Arlene Frasca, Marybeth Santarelli, Lisa Gentile for their donations and volunteer hours on this project.  Also, thank you to Principal Tom Brow for providing the service of the middle school students who work with morning broadcast and stage production  (Brian S., 7C; Jack E., 7C and Jocelyn Z., 7C).  Check out the PTO website in September for news on our next production coming to a Theater near you, in October, 2010!
PTO sponsored Events > if you would like to more about what the PTO sponsors, please take a look at the MVMMS website at http://www.melroseschools.com/mms/pto 
 

The 8th grade barbecue will be held on June 16, 2010.   If anyone would like to help or make a donation please contact debwalz@comcast.net.  Volunteers needed at 11:00 a.m. as 8th Grade Students arrive at Noon.  Location:  Back of West Knoll Field. If it rains, it will be held on the deck in front of the cafeteria.
Teachers Appreciation Breakfast was held on Friday, May 28, 2010 from 6:40 - 7:40.  Breakfast was cooked and served by Principal Brow and his breakfast committee.  The MVMMS PTO contributed $250.00 toward this event.  Teachers enjoyed food and music PTO provided contributed raffle items for the teachers for an end of the day (before vacation) surprise.
 The Veterans Breakfast was held on May 28th from 7:00 - 11:00 with the help of Deb Walz; great job Deb!

The Bridge - Volunteering at the Middle School!
Everyone volunteering at MVMMS must register every year with The Bridge: A School/Community Partnership.    If you are planning to volunteer during the 2010-2011 school year you will need to re-register and sign the volunteer guideline/confidentiality form.  Over the summer forms will be available on The Bridge web site.  Go to the Melrose Public Schools web site, click on “The Bridge: Volunteers” and then click on “Registration.”  The forms you need are listed.  You can also obtain forms by calling The Volunteer Office, 781-979-2299, or you can wait until September and get them in the school office.
 
Criminal history checks must be repeated every three years.  If your last criminal history check was completed before or during the 2007-2008 school year, you will be asked to complete a new CORI release form and show identification.  Anyone who needs a new CORI will be contacted mid summer.  CORI forms are not on the web site and will be mailed or e-mailed to you.  The process of having a CORI completed can take time so we recommend returning the forms early in order to be ready to volunteer in the fall.  If you need a new CORI you must return your forms in person and you must bring them with a government issued picture identification like a driver’s license or passport.  During the summer these can be brought to the Central Administration Office, located at MHS. 
MVMMS PTO THANKS YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!
 
The MVMMS PTO would like to thank all the Families who contributed to this years PTO Budget.  Without your contributions this wouldn't be possible.  We have 800+ families in the Middle School and ask that each family contribution $25.00 per family.  If 800 families could contribute, that would net us approximately $20,000.   We had families contributing $5, $10, $15, $25, with some donating more than $25.00 this year.  We thank you very much for your support.  Please keep a look out for your PTO support envelopes which will be mailed out in August.  We have collected $13,769.00 to date and we have spent approximately $12,135.90 to date.

This year’s MVMMS PTO Income to date
 

	Family Contributions
	$7,380.00

	Box Tops Fundraiser
	$1,600.00

	Spring Sportswear Fundraiser
	$840.00

	Fall Flannel Pant Fundraiser
	$300.00

	Eco Fundraiser
	$80.00

	Popcorn Funds
	$3569.00

	 
	$13,769.00


 
PTO Enrichment Funds Granted: $5,000 PTO Line Item
Holocaust Survivor presentation    8A, 8B, 8C
$500.00
Museum of Science:  Wind, Water, and Temp   6A, 6B, 6C
$712.00
Raven, Inc.  Antarctica presentation   6A, 6B, 6C
$600.00
Acts of Kindness Summit  6, 7, 8 Grades
$1000.00
Drug & Alcohol Awareness Summit Presenter 8A, 8B, 8C
$800.00
7th Grade Enrichment Budget
$1300.00
 

Total 
$4912.00
 
Popcorn Funds Granted:
Poison Water DVD Health/Wellness  6, 7, 8  (Mirasolo)
 $29.94
 
Acts of Kindness –Choices Program (Blaus)
 $125.00
 
Electronic Lie Detector parts—Tech Ed. (Greer)
 $134.48
 
DVD's Comprehensive Health Ed 6, 7, 8 (Keefe)
 $364.51
     Amazing Changes Inside and Out
     Healthy Habits-Teen Hygiene
     OTC Drugs and Inhalants
     Tobacco—The Truth Behind the Smoke Screen
 
"Hoot" by Carl Hiaasen –90 hardcover copies   6A, 6B, 6C
$984.66
     (Mrs. Colgan, Mr. Muldoon, Mr. Whittier) 
 
Oxford Desk Dictionary 30 copies 6A (Muldoon) $327.60
 
Math Trail Math Project materials 7B (Whitmore)
$459.14
     SMART Notebook Academic software ($129.00)
     Foam Color Cubes ($120.00)
     Calculators (10) ($168.40)
     Cost for Shipping and Handling ($41.74)
 
Math Trail Project Materials : 





 $205.13
     Case of Multipurpose Paper  ($49.99)
     HP 96/97 Ink Cartridge  ($66.99)
     Tape measures   10 ($69.50)
     Cost for Shipping and Handing ($18.65)
 
Special Interest Magazine supplies 6a (Nina McGrath)
 $150.00
 
Project Supplies 8th Grade English (Leslie Means)
 $451.12
   “The Mousetrap and Other Plays” 30 copies ($239.70)
    Study Guide 1 copy ($5.95)
    DVD 1 copy ($25.49)
    Printer Ink ($179.98)
 TOTAL
$3,231.62
 
 

Mini Grants
 

PTO Mini Grants 2009-2010
  
	PE 6,7,8
	Various Health, Self Esteem DVD's (Keefe)
	$163.35

	Chorus
	Choral binders (Piper)
	$150.00 

	Science 8C
	Foam board and replacement blades (Bracey)
	$263.87 

	English 6A
	25 copies of William Shakespeare: Poetry for Children (McGrath)
	$195.00

	English 6A
	12 copies of Beowulf/24 copies Gareth Hinds Beowulf Speaking Engagement (McGrath)
	$435.00

	English 6A
	Owl Pellet Dissection (McGrath)
	$116

	Library 6,7,8
	Logitech USB Microphone and Headset (Arnold)
	$112.21

	Science 7B
	Bullfrog tadpoles/food/coloring books (Gustafson)
	$68.50
 

	PE 6,7,8
	Tatersacks (Mirasolo)
	$162.28

	PE 6,7,8
	Multi-purpose cones/Racquetballs (Kent)
	$94.80

	Art 6,7,8
	DVD’s relating to Art concepts and various artists (Phillips) 
	$114.34

	World History 8C
	Roll of Thunder, Hear my cry CD/audio book (Walsh) 
	$26.43

	Science 7°
	Intex QX5 Microscope (D’Antonio)
	$251.90

	Science 6A
	Teacher’s Discovery Earth science game and DVD (Parker)
	$175.72

	Science 6B
	Various science books and games (Ahern)
	$177.88

	Math 6C
	Scholastic Math Magazine (Orcutt)
	$192.50

	Math 6A
	Scholastic Math Magazine (Osgood)
	$192.50

	 
	 
	$2892.28


 
This years MVMMS PTO Expenses to date
 
	GRAND TOTAL ENRICHMENT GRANTS TO DATE
	$4,912.00

	GRAND TOTAL POPCORN FUND GRANTS TO DATE
	$3,231.62

	GRAND TOTAL MINI GRANTS TO DATE
	$2,892.28

	MVMMS PTO Insurance and Accounting
	$300.00

	MVMMS PTO Community Events TO DATE
	$300.00

	Library
	$500.00

	 
	$12,135.90
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