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I. Course Criteria – Grade 6
ENGLISH (Three Levels)
1.  English 6A (Advanced), English 6B (Advanced), and English 6C (Advanced) – there is one section of English (Advanced) on each team.  Entrance criteria includes: advanced ELA MCAS score of 260 or above, teacher recommendations, and elementary school data.  The sixth grade English teacher may ADD and/or DROP students into and/or from the advanced section on their respective team with the English Department Head’s approval during the school year.  This course meets every day for the entire year.

2.  English 6A, English 6B, and English 6C – there are no specific entrance criteria other than being a sixth grade student and being on the respective team.  This course meets every day for the entire year.

3.  Small Group English 6 – An Individual Educational Plan (IEP) is required for entrance to this special education course

EXPLORATORY ENGLISH
In addition to their English 6A, English 6B, or English 6C classes, students may sign up for an Exploratory English 6 class.  The duration of each exploratory course is one trimester.  Students are given an opportunity to sign up for their first, second, and third choices.  Every reasonable opportunity will be made to honor their top choices.  Students may cross-team to take these courses.

Exploratory English 6: Film as Literature 
Exploratory English 6:  How to Read Comics and Graphic Novels
Exploratory English 6:  African American Literature

MATHEMATICS (Three Levels)

1. Math 6A (Advanced), Math 6B (Advanced), and Math 6C (Advanced) – there is one section of Math (Advanced) on each team.  Entrance criteria includes: advanced Math MCAS score of 260 or above, teacher recommendation, and elementary school data.  The sixth grade mathematics teacher may ADD and/or DROP students into and/or from the advanced section on the team with the Math Department Head’s approval during the school year.  This course meets every day for the entire year.

2.  Math 6A, Math 6B, and Math 6C – there are no specific entrance criteria other than being a sixth grade student and being on the respective team.  This course meets every day the entire year.

3.  Small Group Math 6 – An Individual Educational Plan (IEP) is required for entrance to this special education course

EXPLORATORY MATHEMATICS
In addition to their Math 6A, Math 6B, or Math 6C classes, students may sign up for an Exploratory Math 6 class.  The duration of each exploratory course is one trimester.  Students are given an opportunity to sign up for their first, second, and third choices.  Every reasonable opportunity will be made to honor their top choices.  Students may cross-team to take these courses.

Exploratory Math 6: Investigations in Geometry

Exploratory Math 6: Math in the Real World
Exploratory Math 6: Survey, Graph, and Analyze!

GEOGRAPHY (One Level)
Geography 6A, Geography 6B, and Geography 6C – there are no specific entrance criteria for this course other than being a sixth grade student and being on the respective team.  This course meets every day the entire year.

EXPLORATORY GEOGRAPHY
In addition to their Geography 6A, Geography 6B, or Geography 6C classes, students may sign up for an Exploratory Geography 6 class.  The duration of each exploratory course is one trimester.  Students are given an opportunity to sign up for their first, second, and third choices.  Every reasonable opportunity will be made to honor their top choices.  Students may cross-team to take these courses.

Exploratory History 6:  Current Events in World Geography 
Exploratory History 6: African Culture Through Literature
Exploratory History 6: Revolutions Around the World
SCIENCE (One Level)

Science 6A, Science 6B, and Science 6C – This course meets every day the entire year.

There are no specific entrance criteria for this course other than being a sixth grade student and being on the respective team.  

EXPLORATORY SCIENCE 

In addition to their Science 6A, Science 6B, or Science 6C classes, students may sign up for an Exploratory Science 6 class.  The duration of each exploratory course is one trimester.  Students are given an opportunity to sign up for their first, second, and third choices.  Every reasonable opportunity will be made to honor their top choices.  Students may cross-team to take these courses.

Exploratory Science 6: Operation Resilient Planet

Exploratory Science 6: Nature’s Fury

Exploratory Science 6: Physics Olympics

GIFTED EDUCATION 6

There are two sections of Gifted Education 6 that meet every day during the “exploratory block.”  One section is for gifted math students and one section is for gifted English students.  Students who are gifted in both subjects may enroll in a trimester of each section.  Students who are gifted in one area may take that course for the entire year.  Students in this course are also usually enrolled in Math 6 (Advanced) and/or English 6 (Advanced).  Entrance into this course is based on SAGE Tests results (125 or above) in English, Math and/or Reasoning, MCAS scores, grades, and teacher evaluation.  Students may opt out of this course for the trimester exploratory courses in science, English, math, and/or history with parental permission.
MCAS PREP 6 
An MCAS Prep 6 class in science (usually first trimester) and math (usually second trimester) is required for students with an MCAS Math score of “W” or “NI.”   The MCAS Prep 6 class meets in lieu of the first and second trimester exploratory classes.  Students enrolled in MCAS Prep 6 will most likely receive their first choice of Exploratory History 6 or Exploratory English 6 during the third trimester.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 6 

Physical Education 6 is a full-year required course that meets every other day.

BAND 6 

Student must sign up for this course and meet the criteria for the MVMMS Band.  There are several Band concerts during the course of year.  Band 6 meets every other day for the entire school year.
CHORUS 6 

Student must sign up for this course and meet the criteria for the MVMMS Chorus.  There are several Choral concerts during the course of year.  Chorus 6 meets every other day for the entire school year.

ORCHESTRA 6 

Student must sign up for this course and meet the criteria for the MVMMS Orchestra.  There are several Orchestra concerts during the course of year.  Orchestra 6 meets every other day for the entire school year.

ART 6, COMPUTER 6, DESIGN AND ENGINEERING 6, EVENTS 6, FITNESS AND AEROBICS 6, FRENCH 6, GERMAN 6, HEALTH 6, ITALIAN 6, LIBRARY 6, SPANISH 6, TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 6, and WELLNESS 6

The duration of each of the courses listed above (Art 6 - Theater 6) is one trimester.  Students are randomly assigned to these courses.  These courses are referred to as non-team courses since they meet in classrooms outside of the team area.  These courses meet every other day for one trimester.  Depending on availability in a student’s schedule, a student may take some and/or all of these courses.
II. Course Criteria – Grade 7

ENGLISH (Three Levels)
1.  English 7A (Advanced), English 7B (Advanced), and English 7C (Advanced) – there is one section of English (Advanced) on each team.  Entrance criteria includes: advanced ELA MCAS score of 260 or above, and teacher recommendations.  The seventh grade English teacher may ADD and/or DROP students into and/or from the advanced section on their respective team with the English Department Head’s approval during the school year.  This course meets every day for the entire year.

2.  English 7A, English 7B, and English 7C – there are no specific entrance criteria other than being a seventh grade student and being on the respective team.  This course meets every day for the entire year.

3.  Small Group English 7 – An Individual Educational Plan (IEP) is required for entrance to this special education course

EXPLORATORY ENGLISH
In addition to their English 7A, English 7B, or English 7C classes, students may sign up for an Exploratory English 7 class.  The duration of each exploratory course is one trimester.  Students are given an opportunity to sign up for their first, second, and third choices.  Every reasonable opportunity will be made to honor their top choices.  Students may cross-team to take these courses.

Exploratory English 7:   Introduction to Theatre

Exploratory English 7:  Fables, Fairy Tales and Folktales
Exploratory English 7:  Poetry and Poets

MATHEMATICS (Three Levels)

1. Pre-Algebra 7A (Advanced), Pre-Algebra 7B (Advanced), and Pre-Algebra 7C (Advanced) – there is at least one section of Pre-Algebra (Advanced) on each team.  Entrance criteria includes: advanced Math MCAS score of 260 or above, teacher recommendation, and a score of at least 75 on the Pre-Algebra Placement Test.  The seventh grade mathematics teacher may ADD and/or DROP students into and/or from the advanced section on the team with the Math Department Head’s approval during the school year.  This course meets every day for the entire year.

2.  Pre-Algebra 7A (Proficient), Pre-Algebra 7B (Proficient), and Pre-Algebra 7C (Proficient) – there are no specific entrance criteria other than being a seventh grade student and being on the respective team.  This course meets every day the entire year.

3.  Small Group Math 7 – An Individual Educational Plan (IEP) is required for entrance to this special education course

EXPLORATORY MATHEMATICS
In addition to their Pre-Algebra 7A, Pre-Algebra 7B, and Pre-Algebra 7C classes, students may sign up for an Exploratory Math 7 class.  The duration of each exploratory course is one trimester.  Students are given an opportunity to sign up for their first, second, and third choices.  Every reasonable opportunity will be made to honor their top choices.  Students may cross-team to take these courses.

Exploratory Math 7: Geometry and Measurements

Exploratory Math 7: Gathering and Using Data 

Exploratory Math 7: Consumer Math: Using Percents
WORLD HISTORY I (One Level)

World History 7A, World History 7B, and World History 7C – there are no specific entrance criteria for this course other than being a seventh grade student and being on the respective team.  This course meets every day for the entire year.

EXPLORATORY HISTORY
In addition to their World History 7A, World History 7B, and World History 7C classes, students may sign up for an Exploratory History 7 class.  The duration of each exploratory course is one trimester.  Students are given an opportunity to sign up for their first, second, and third choices.  Every reasonable opportunity will be made to honor their top choices.  Students may cross-team to take these courses.
Exploratory History 7: The Development of Government in Ancient Civilization
Exploratory History 7:  History’s Mysteries
Exploratory History 7: History through Literature
SCIENCE (One Level)

Science 7A, Science 7B, and Science 7C – This course meets every day the entire year.

There are no specific entrance criteria for this course other than being a seventh grade student and being on the respective team.  

EXPLORATORY SCIENCE 

In addition to their Science 7A, Science 7B, or Science 7C classes, students may sign up for an Exploratory Science 7 class.  The duration of each exploratory course is one trimester.  Students are given an opportunity to sign up for their first, second, and third choices.  Every reasonable opportunity will be made to honor their top choices.  Students may cross-team to take these courses.

Exploratory Science 7: The Microscopic World

Exploratory Science 7: Ecosystem Exploration
Exploratory Science 7: Beautiful Botany

GIFTED EDUCATION 7
There are two sections of Gifted Education 7 that meet every day during the “exploratory block.”  One section is for gifted math students and one section is for gifted English students.  Students who are gifted in both subjects may enroll in a trimester of each section.  Students who are gifted in one area may take that course for the entire year.  Students in this course are also usually enrolled in Pre-Algebra 7 (Advanced) and/or English 7 (Advanced).  Entrance into this course is based on SAGE Tests results (125 or above) in English, Math and/or Reasoning, MCAS scores, grades, and teacher evaluation.  Students may opt out of this course for the trimester exploratory courses in science, English, math, and/or history with parental permission.

MCAS PREP 7 

An MCAS Prep 7 class in science (usually first trimester) and math (usually second trimester) is required for students with an MCAS Math score of “W” or “NI.”   The MCAS Prep 7 class meets in lieu of the first and second trimester exploratory classes.  Students enrolled in MCAS Prep 7 will most likely receive their first choice of Exploratory History 7 or Exploratory English 7 during the third trimester.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 7
Physical Education 7 is a full-year required course that meets every other day.

BAND 7 

Students must sign up for this course and meet the criteria for the MVMMS Band.  There are several Band concerts during the course of year.  Band 7 meets every other day for the entire school year.

CHORUS 7 

Students must sign up for this course and meet the criteria for the MVMMS Chorus.  There are several Choral concerts during the course of year.  Chorus 7 meets every other day for the entire school year.

ORCHESTRA 7 

Students must sign up for this course and meet the criteria for the MVMMS Orchestra.  There are several Orchestra concerts during the course of year.  Orchestra 7 meets every other day for the entire school year.

FRENCH 7, GERMAN 7, ITALIAN 7, SPANISH 7
Students must sign up for one foreign language as they enter seventh grade.  Students may select French 7, German 7, Italian 7, or Spanish 7.  These courses meet every other day for the entire school year.

ART 7, COMPUTER 7, DESIGN AND ENGINEERING 7, EVENTS 7, FITNESS AND AEROBICS 7, HEALTH 7, LIBRARY 7, TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 7, and WELLNESS 7
The duration of each of the courses listed above (Art 7 - Theater 7) is one trimester.  Students are randomly assigned to these courses.  These courses are referred to as non-team courses since they meet in classrooms outside of the team area.  These courses meet every other day for one trimester.  Depending on availability in a student’s schedule, a student may take some and/or all of these courses.

III. Course Criteria – Grade 8

ENGLISH (Three Levels)
1.  English 8A (Advanced), English 8B (Advanced), and English 8C (Advanced) – there is one section of English (Advanced) on each team.  Entrance criteria includes: advanced ELA MCAS score of 260 or above, and teacher recommendations.  The eighth grade English teacher may ADD and/or DROP students into and/or from the advanced section on their respective team with the English Department Head’s approval during the school year.  This course meets every day for the entire year.

2.  English 8A, English 8B, and English 8C – there are no specific entrance criteria other than being an eighth grade student and being on the respective team.  This course meets every day for the entire year.

3.  Small Group English 8 – An Individual Educational Plan (IEP) is required for entrance to this special education course

EXPLORATORY ENGLISH
In addition to their English 8A, English 8B, or English 8C classes, students may sign up for an Exploratory English 8 class.  The duration of each exploratory course is one trimester.  Students are given an opportunity to sign up for their first, second, and third choices.  Every reasonable opportunity will be made to honor their top choices.  Students may cross-team to take these courses.

Exploratory English 8: An Author Study:  Lois Duncan
Exploratory English 8: The Mystery Genre in Literature
Exploratory English 8:  Poetry in Music

MATHEMATICS (Three Levels)

1. Algebra 8A (Advanced), Algebra 8B (Advanced), and Algebra 8C (Advanced) – there is at least one section of Algebra (Advanced) on each team.  Entrance criteria includes: advanced Math MCAS score 260 or above, teacher recommendation, and a score of at least 75 on the Algebra Placement Test.  The eighth grade mathematics teacher may ADD and/or DROP students into and/or from the advanced section on the team with the Math Department Head’s approval during the school year.  This course meets every day for the entire year.

2.  Algebra 8A (Proficient), Algebra 8B (Proficient), and Algebra 8C (Proficient) – there are no specific entrance criteria other than being an eighth grade student and being on the respective team.  This course meets every day the entire year.

3.  Small Group Math 8 – An Individual Educational Plan (IEP) is required for entrance to this special education course

EXPLORATORY MATHEMATICS
In addition to their Algebra 8A, Algebra 8B, and Algebra 8C classes, students may sign up for an Exploratory Math 8 class.  The duration of each exploratory course is one trimester.  Students are given an opportunity to sign up for their first, second, and third choices.  Every reasonable opportunity will be made to honor their top choices.  Students may cross-team to take these courses.

Exploratory Math 8: Why Are Things the Way They Are?- The Study of Probability and Statistics

Exploratory Math 8: The Many Faces of Geometry

Exploratory Math 8: Ready, Set, Calculate!
WORLD HISTORY II (One Level)

World History 8A, World History 8B, and World History 8C – there are no specific entrance criteria for this course other than being an eighth grade student and being on the respective team.  This course meets every day for the entire year.

EXPLORATORY HISTORY
In addition to their World History 8A, World History 8B, and World History 8C classes, students may sign up for an Exploratory History 8 class.  The duration of each exploratory course is one trimester.  Students are given an opportunity to sign up for their first, second, and third choices.  Every reasonable opportunity will be made to honor their top choices.  Students may cross-team to take these courses.

Exploratory History 8: Spotlight on Current Events
Exploratory History 8: Literary Studies 

Exploratory History 8: The Far East in History and Today

SCIENCE (One Level)

Science 8A, Science 8B, and Science 8C – This course meets every day for the entire year. There are no specific entrance criteria for this course other than being an eighth grade student and being on the respective team.  

EXPLORATORY SCIENCE 

In addition to their Science 8A, Science 8B, or Science 8C classes, students may sign up for an Exploratory Science 8 class.  The duration of each exploratory course is one trimester.  Students are given an opportunity to sign up for their first, second, and third choices.  Every reasonable opportunity will be made to honor their top choices.  Students may cross-team to take these courses.

Exploratory Science 8: Geomorphic Processes in Melrose and Beyond

Exploratory Science 8: Genetics and Forensics
Exploratory Science 8: Science Toys and Physics

GIFTED EDUCATION 8
There are two sections of Gifted Education 8 that meet every day during the “exploratory block.”  One section is for gifted math students and one section is for gifted English students.  Students who are gifted in both subjects may enroll in a trimester of each section.  Students who are gifted in one area may take that course for the entire year.  Students in this course are also usually enrolled in Algebra 8 (Advanced) and/or English 8 (Advanced).  Entrance into this course is based on SAGE Tests results (125 or above) in English, Math and/or Reasoning, MCAS scores, grades, and teacher evaluation.  Students may opt out of this course for the trimester exploratory courses in science, English, math, and/or history with parental permission.

MCAS PREP 8 
An MCAS Prep 8 class in science (usually first trimester) and math (usually second trimester) is required for students with an MCAS Math score of “W” or “NI.”   The MCAS Prep 8 class meets in lieu of the first and second trimester exploratory classes.  Students enrolled in MCAS Prep 8 will most likely receive their first choice of Exploratory History 8 or Exploratory English 8 during the third trimester.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8
Physical Education 8 is a two-trimester required course that meets every other day.
HEALTH 8

Eighth grade students will have one trimester of Health 8 and two trimesters of Physical education 8.  

BAND 8 

Students must sign up for this course and meet the criteria for the MVMMS Band.  There are several Band concerts during the course of year.  Band 8 meets every other day for the entire school year.

CHORUS 8 

Students must sign up for this course and meet the criteria for the MVMMS Chorus.  There are several Choral concerts during the course of year.  Chorus 8 meets every other day for the entire school year.

ORCHESTRA 8 

Students must sign up for this course and meet the criteria for the MVMMS Orchestra.  There are several Orchestra concerts during the course of year.  Orchestra 8 meets every other day for the entire school year.

FRENCH 8, GERMAN 8, ITALIAN 8, SPANISH 8
Students must pass their respective seventh grade foreign language course in order to enroll in the sequential eighth grade course: French 8, German 8, Italian 8, or Spanish 8.  These courses meet every day for the entire school year.

ART 8, COMPUTER 8, DESIGN AND ENGINEERING 8, and TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 8
The duration of each of the courses listed above (Art 8 – Technology Education 8) is every other day for the entire year.  Students are randomly assigned to these courses.  Guidance counselors will make every reasonable effort to accommodate a student’s interest.  These courses are referred to as non-team courses since they meet in classrooms outside of the team area. Depending on availability in a student’s schedule, a student may take some and/or all of these courses.

