Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School

Orchestra Grade 8
The 8th Grade Orchestra meets every other day as a class in the Orchestra Room.


Members of the Orchestra at the 8th Grade level learn to play together as a musical

ensemble, integrating the different sections of the Orchestra into one unit.  Each section will learn to hold their part together, while being a part of the entire larger ensemble.

And within each section of the Orchestra, individual musicians will learn to play accurately together as one section.


Rhythmic accuracy is an essential element of individual musicianship and of 
the Orchestra as a whole.  Much time is spent during rehearsals to develop rhythmic accuracy.


Playing “in tune” and developing a sense of pitch accuracy is another element

of  music which is a progressive study with young musicians.  Students will learn to use 

accurate fingerings.  And students will learn to develop listening skills.  8th Grade students will learn advanced chromatic fingerings and will further develop higher position studies on their instruments. 

Use of the bow for correct bow strokes and good tone production is studied during 

Orchestra.  

The 8th Grade Orchestra is the leadership component of the entire Middle School

Orchestra.  8th Grade Musicians serve as the Section Leaders of the Orchestra, and the Concertmaster of the Orchestra is always an 8th Grader.  Leadership skills are developed, and students learn to mentor the younger members of the Middle School Orchestra.


A wide variety of Music is used in the study of instrument performance skills, 

including classical, popular, contemporary, patriotic and holiday. 
