Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School
Exploratory History 8
Grade 8 (Exploratory History 8) – The duration of each course is one trimester.

Course #34: Spotlight on Current Events
The course will examine topic in the news of both a national and international nature. Subject may include, but not be limited to: war and genocide, global warming, and terrorism. Students will be required to read some sections of a newspaper, as well watch the nightly news on a fairly regular basis. Assessments will include summaries of newspaper articles, debates on current controversial issues, as well as essays.

Course #35: Literary Studies 
Employing both fiction and non-fiction, students learn to critically examine various forms of literature. Students will work on improving their writing style, as well as their ability to integrate collaborative technologies into their academics. Students will also analyze current events and complete a variety of creative, complex, and abstract projects that are related to their social studies and literary pursuits.

Course #36: The Far East in History and Today
The course will examine the diverse and complicated history of primarily Japan, Korea, and China. Students will analyze the many contributions of those countries to both the history of human kind, the world today, and the world tomorrow. 

