Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School
Exploratory English 8
Grade 8 (Exploratory English 8) – The duration of each course is one trimester.

Course #7: An Author Study:  Lois Duncan
If you like, “teenagers-gone-bad” books, then this course is for you.   Several Lois Duncan books deal with teenagers making bad choices about friends and role models.  In these books teens join a peer group because the “leader” has become popular.  The teenagers find themselves doing things they know are wrong because they are asked by the leader, and they want to fit in with the group.  These teenagers make some incredibly bad decisions! (In one book the English teacher gets killed.  Yikes!!!) Students will analyze the main character’s behavior and think about the ways that teenagers choose friends.  Students will discuss what skills are needed to stand up for what they believe instead of following a crowd.

Course#8:  The Mystery Genre in Literature
Reading mysteries is a way to reignite your passion for reading.  When reading a mystery, students have an intrinsic motivation to continue reading: to find out, “who dunnit?”  Students will read selections from literature:  one full-length novel, one dramatic reading, and a selection of short stories.  Literature in the class will be examined chronologically so that students can examine the evolution of the genre over time as well as differing styles by region.  Authors will include Agatha Christie, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Mary Higgins Clark, and H. G. Wells, among others.

Course#9:  Poetry in Music

Poetry is any expression of one’s feelings or thoughts. For this reason, today’s popular music is probably the greatest source of current poetry. From the latest singles playing on the radio to the greatest hits of older artists and bands, almost every song in pop music has some piece of poetry in it.

In this class, pop music and its history will be looked at over time in order to look at the poetic elements it uses. The class will require in depth studies of literary devices while listening to many examples of music and songs that use these poetic elements. Both the teacher and students will bring in examples to hear, analyze, and discuss. This format will allow students to play with music and language. This will guide them to discover that there is poetry in their favorite music.

