Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School
Exploratory Science 7
Grade 7 (Exploratory Science 7) – The duration of each course is one trimester.

Course #22: The Microscopic World
Students will learn about the biology, adaptations and evolution of bacteria, protists, fungi and viruses.  Students will be able to create models of such organisms, as well as determine their similarities and differences. Students will learn about the diseases and ailments that are caused by each of these organisms and report back to the class about them.  In the second half of the trimester students will read a science fiction selection that deals with pathogens and how society deals with outbreaks of diseases.  Examples of such selections include: The Andromeda Stain, The Hot Zone, Outbreak, Carriers, Contagion. We will be reading the selection as a class while discussing the biological issues that are included in the novel.  

Course #23: Ecosystem Exploration
This course is a look inside our ecosystems and the curious creatures that call them home. The course will explore how every living thing in an ecosystem affects every other living thing.  We’ll examine the sun’s impact on our ecosystems and look at characteristics of insects, spiders, mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians. We’ll also look at current problems in the environment and think about how we can solve some of them. 

Course #24: Beautiful Botany

This course will introduce students to the wonderful world of plants! Students will carry out a series of hands-on explorations studying a variety of plant processes such as photosynthesis, germination, seed dispersal, and pollination. They will be able to distinguish monocots from dicots, deciduous trees from coniferous trees, and phloem from xylem. Can you say that fast?

