Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School
Exploratory English 7
Grade 7 (Exploratory English 7) – The duration of each course is one trimester.

Course #4:   Introduction to Theatre

This course will give students the chance to learn about theatre. In this class we will learn about the history, styles, and fundamentals of stage performance. Along the way we will also be reading, writing, and acting out scripts written by professional playwrights and the students themselves. The culminating activity will include writing, staging, and acting out a scene with a group. 

Course #5:  Fables and Fairy Tales and Folktales
What are the elements that make up traditional literature? Why is it that so many cultures have produced similar stories?  This class will include the study of fables, fairy tales, and folktales from many cultures.  Students will compare and contrast tales from a variety of different sources.  They will learn the elements that make these fantasy worlds at once alien and familiar.  The culminating activities will include writing a fable, fairy tale, or folktales representing modern culture.

Course #6:  Poetry and Poets

This course will allow students to investigate the world of poetry by focusing on one poet about whom they will learn important parts of the author’s life, his or her influences and personal challenges, and a variety of his/her individual poems.  The class will begin with an in-depth study of a selected poet. Then students will investigate a favorite author and the poetry of that writer.  The culminating activity will include writing a poem in the style of that poet using one of the poet’s favorite themes.

