Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School

Library Skills 6
Course Description:  Easier access to an expanding base of information and rapidly changing technology is redefining education in the 21st century and reshaping the landscape of the workplace. Today’s students will be working in situations and with tools that have yet to be imagined. In addition to learning a body of knowledge, students need to acquire the skills to effectively search out answers, evaluate sources, analyze data, make connections, and react creatively to problems posed. In short, they must move from being consumers of knowledge to evaluators of information and producers of solutions.

This course emphasizes the study and practice of skills to find, evaluate, and ethically use information. Topics include the research process, effective search strategies – print and digital, citations for text and images, and the effect of visual presentation and rhetoric on communication. Students will work corroboratively and independently to explore a variety of problem-solving strategies.
Study is aligned to: 

Melrose Public Schools Information Fluency Standards and Benchmarks (July 2008)

http://www.melroseschools.com/curriculum2/benchmarks.cfm 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks (June 2001), specifically English Language Art’s Standard 24: Research

http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/ela/0601.pdf 

Massachusetts Technology Literacy Standards and Expectations (April 2008)

http://www.doe.mass.edu/edtech/standards/itstand.pdf 

Massachusetts School Library Association’s Recommended Standards for Pre K-Grade 12 Information Literacy Skills (Sept. 2009)

http://maschoolibraries.org/dmdocuments/09standards.pdf
