Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School
Exploratory English 6

Grade 6 (Exploratory English 6) – The duration of each course is one trimester.
Course # 1: Film as Literature 
Everybody goes to the movies, but do you know movies are another form of literature?  In fact, some people call movies, “the great American art form.”  In this elective, we will read a novel and compare the text version of the story to the film version.  You already know about figurative language in stories and poetry—things like similes and onomatopoeia—but do you know that movies have their own, “figurative language” tools?  These tools include everything from camera movement, to the music, and a lot more in between.  In this course we will explore these tools and discover how filmmakers use them to tell the story in the most effective way possible.

Course #2:  How to Read Comics and Graphic Novels
Comics and graphic novels give the impression of being simple to read and easy to understand.  But this impression is deceptive; for each frame, a complex set of decisions has been made. In this class we will learn to appreciate the skill which comics’ creators and graphic novelists have to possess in order to effectively tell their story.  We will see how their special ‘language’—a combination of pictures, words, and symbols—takes us to new worlds. We will also analyze the stars of the show: the superhero and villain (male and female).  Finally, we will be tracing the history of comics in the 20th century and comparing comics and graphic novels to other forms of literature, art, and entertainment.  Primary texts:  Understanding Comics: The Invisible Art by Scott McCloud and Beowulf by Gareth Hinds.

Course #3:  African American Literature

In this course, we will read a variety of African-American literature, focusing mostly on the literature created during the period of slavery.  From folktales to narratives to non-fiction pieces, we will read and study literature, learning about the history of slavery and the effect it had on society.  Also, we will analyze audio recordings of actual slave narratives, studying dialect and the aspects involved in story-telling.  Through these studies, we will focus on the education of slaves, their family relationships, their relationships with slave owners, and many other topics.

