MELROSE VETERANS MEMORIAL MIDDLE SCHOOL

ENGLISH COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Title:  English 6                        Courses 161, 162, 163
Department:  English
Course Description:


This course emphasizes preparation in critical thinking, reading comprehension, and the writing process.  Literary works include Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key, selected poetry, short stories, and nonfiction texts, grammar study, and vocabulary building. Study is aligned to the Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks.
Primary Course Materials:  

* indicates a required text or unit of study

Anthology:  

*Daniel, Kathleen, ed. Elements of Literature: Introductory Course.  New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2000.

Novel/Novella

*Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key  Jack Gantos
              Hoot  Carl Hiaasen

  Walk Two Moons  Sharon Creech
Independent Reading

Short Stories


*“Eleven/Once” Sandra Cisneros (anthology)


*“The All-American Slurp” Lensey Namioka (anthology)


*“All Summer in a Day” Ray Bradbury (anthology)


*“The Tell-Tale Heart” Edgar Allan Poe (handout)


*“The Monkey’s Paw” W. W. Jacobs (handout)

Poetry


*Love That Dog Sharon Creech 


  including:



*“The Red Wheelbarrow” William Carlos Williams



*“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” Robert Frost



*“The Tiger” William Blake



*“The Pasture” Robert Frost



*“Street Music” Arnold Adoff



*“Love That Boy” Walter Dean Meyers



*“Dog” Valerie Worth



*“The Apple” S. C. Rigg
Essays/Nonfiction


*“An Island Is Born” Patricia Lauber (MCAS)


*“Stopping the Alien Invaders” Sneed B. Collard III (MCAS)


*“A Glory over Anything” from Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground



Railroad (anthology)


*“Pattern for Freedom: Women’s Quilts as Art” Susan Goldman Rubin (MCAS)

Folktales/Fairy Tales/Imaginative Reservoir Literature 

*“Athene’s City” Olivia Coolidge (MCAS)
Drama 

*“The King and the Bee” An Israeli folktale Virginia Payne Whitworth (MCAS)

Grammar:


*Grammar for Writing: Level Purple Grade Seven Beverly Ann Chin, ed. New

York: Sadlier-Oxford, 2007.

Vocabulary (from Melrose Public Schools Vocabulary Grades 6-12 Skeleton)

*Richek, Margaret Ann. Vocabulary for Achievement, Wilmington, MA: Great

Source, 2005 Units 1-15 (choice of 10 units).

Essential Questions:


How Do Our Values and Beliefs Shape Who We Are as Individuals and Influence

Our Behavior?

Why Is It Important to See the World through Other People’s Eyes?

What Happens When Belief Systems of Individuals or Societies Appear to Be in

Conflict?

Course Objectives:


Common Goals:

Thinking and Communicating

1)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Read information critically to develop understanding of concepts, topics and issues.

2)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Write clearly, factually, persuasively and creatively in Standard English.

3)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Speak clearly, factually, persuasively and creatively in Standard English.

4)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Use computers and other technologies to obtain, organize and communicate information to solve problems.

5)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Conduct research to interpret issues or solve complex problems using a variety of data and information sources.

Gain and Apply Knowledge in and across the Disciplines

6) Gain and Apply Knowledge in:

a)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Literature and Language

b)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Mathematics

c)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Science and Technology

d)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Social Studies, History and Geography

e)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Visual and Performing Arts

f)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Health and Physical Education

Work and Contribute

7)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Demonstrate personal responsibility for planning one’s future academic and career options.

8)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Participate in a school or community service activity.

9)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Develop informed opinions about current economic, environmental, political and social issues affecting Massachusetts, the United States and the world and understand how citizens can participate in the political and legal system to affect improvements in these areas.

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework:

A chart is attached identifying which of the standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks will be covered and assessed in this course.

Additional Learning Objectives Beyond the Curriculum Framework:  
Vision Statement

Our vision is that all children in the Melrose Public Schools be given the opportunity to achieve greatness and educational excellence through the dedicated efforts of inspired educators, involved families and a supportive community.

Mission Statement

Our mission is to inspire, engage and challenge all students to achieve excellence. to become lifelong learners, and to be successful participants in our global community.

Sequential Content Outline:


*Literary Vocabulary (from Grades 6-12 Melrose Public Schools Literary 

Vocabulary Skeleton)



Plot



Character



Setting



Figurative language

Simile 

Metaphor

Personification



Alliteration



Refrain



Rhyme Scheme (introduced)



Dialogue



Hyperbole

Onomatopoeia

Genre Identification:

Poetry

Fiction

Nonfiction

Drama

Short Story

Prose v. Poetry

Conflict (defined: a struggle between people or opposing forces)

Theme

*Grammar (from Grammar Grades 6-12 Skeleton)



All Parts of Speech: noun – common, proper, plural




Verb – linking, action, three basic tenses




Adjective – comparison/superlative




Adverb – comparison/superlative




Preposition




Pronoun




Conjunction




Interjection



Capitalization



End Punctuation



Commas in series and compound sentences



Apostrophes

`

Fragments and Run-on sentences



Kinds of Sentences (Classified by Purpose)




Declarative




Imperative




Exclamatory




Interrogative



Kinds of Sentences (Classified by Construction)




Simple




Compound



Sentence Fragments



Run-on Sentences



Paragraph Indentation



Formal/Informal Writing



Oral/Written Language



Quotations (Introduction to Plagiarism)



Use – Homophones (their, their, they’re)



          Contractions



          Good/Well



          Weasel words – a lot, nice

Major Evaluation Strategies:

	Name of Assessment
	Type of Assessment
	Common Goals Assessed
	Standards

Assessed
	Other Objectives

Assessed

	
	Test
	Performance

Assessment
	
	
	

	A Narrative Response
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	20, 21, 22, 23
	

	An Expository Essay
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	20, 21, 22, 23
	

	A Persuasive Composition
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	20, 21, 22, 23
	

	Summer Reading Assessment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	20, 21, 22, 23, 12
	

	Mid-Year Assessment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 20, 21, 22, 23
	

	Final Assessment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 20, 21, 22, 23
	

	Vocabulary Quizzes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	4
	

	Grammar Quizzes/Tests
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	5, 6
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	


Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework:

	Language Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 1:

Discussion
	Students will use agreed-upon rules for informal and formal discussions in small and large groups.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 2:

Questioning, Listening, and Contributing
	Students will pose questions, listen to the ideas of others, and contribute their own information or ideas in group discussions or interviews in order to acquire new knowledge.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 3:

Oral Presentation
	Students will make oral presentations that demonstrate appropriate consideration of audience, purpose, and the information to be conveyed.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 4:

Vocabulary and Concept Development
	Students will understand and acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 5:

Structure and Origins of Modern English
	Students will analyze standard English grammar and usage and recognize how its vocabulary has developed and been influenced by other languages

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 6:

Formal and Informal English
	Students will describe, analyze, and use appropriately formal and informal English.

	Reading and Literature Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 7:

Beginning Reading
	Students will understand the nature of written English and the relationship of letters and spelling patterns to the sounds of speech.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 8:

Understanding a Text
	Students will identify the basic facts and main ideas in a text and use them as the basis for interpretation.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 9:

Making Connections
	Students will deepen their understanding of a literary or non-literary work by relating it to its contemporary context or historical background.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 10:

Genre
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the characteristics of different genres.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 11:

Theme
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of theme in literary work and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 12:

Fiction
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the structure and elements of fiction and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 13:

Nonfiction
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purposes, structure, and elements of nonfiction or informational materials and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 14:

Poetry
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of poetry and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 15:

Style and Language
	Students will identify and analyze how an author’s words appeal to the senses, create imagery, suggest mood, and set tone, and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 16:

Myth, Traditional Narrative and Classical Literature
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of myths, traditional narratives, and classical literature and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.


	Reading and Literature Strand (cont’d)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 17:

Dramatic Literature
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of drama and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 18:

Dramatic Reading and Performance
	Students will plan and present dramatic readings, recitations, and performances that demonstrate appropriate consideration of audience and purpose.

	Composition Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 19:

Writing
	Students will write with a clear focus, coherent organization, and sufficient detail.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 20:

Consideration of Audience and Purpose
	Students will write for different audiences and purposes.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 21:

Revising
	Students will demonstrate improvement in organization, content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice (diction) in their compositions after revising them.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 22:

Standard English Conventions
	Students will use knowledge of standard English conventions in their writing, revising, and editing.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 23:

Organizing Ideas in Writing
	Students will organize ideas in writing in a way that makes sense for their purpose.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 24:

Research
	Students will gather information from a variety of sources, analyze and evaluate the quality of the information they obtain, and use it to answer their own questions. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 25:

Evaluating Writings and Presentations
	Students will develop and use appropriate rhetorical, logical, and stylistic criteria for assessing final versions of their compositions or research projects before presenting them to varied audiences.

	Media Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 26:

Analysis of Media
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the conventions, elements, and techniques of film, radio, video, television, multimedia productions, the Internet, and emerging technologies and provide evidence from the works to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 27:

Media Production
	Students will design and create coherent media productions (audio, video, television, multimedia, Internet, emerging technologies) with a clear controlling idea, adequate detail, and appropriate consideration of audience, purpose, and medium.
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