ENGLISH 9 COURSE SYLLABUS 

Course Title:  English 9
Department:  English Language Arts
Primary Course Materials:
*Indicates Required Reading

Anthology:


Thompson, Eileen, et al. Prentice Hall Literature: Gold Edition.  New Jersey:     

            
Prentice Hall, 1994.
Summer Reading Texts


Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom

Forgotten Fire by Adam Bagdasarian

Blue Is for Nightmares by Laurie Faria Stolz

The First Part Last by Angela Johnson

Tangerine by Edward Bloor

Obasan by Joy Kogawa
HONORS: Farenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Novels:  


*Lord of the Flies by William Golding


*The Pearl by John Steinbeck


*Animal Farm by George Orwell


 The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros


 A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens


 Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway
Drama:


*The Tragedy of Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare


  Twelve Angry Men by Reginald Rose

Non-Fiction:


“A Conversation with Sandra Cisneros” (Anthology)

“The Struggle to be an All-American Girl”” by Elizabeth Wong

“No One Ever Told Me Not to Dream” by Charlayne Hunter-Gault
  
*from Shakespeare of London by Marcell Chute


“The Bard’s Beard” by Howard Chua-Eoan


“The Story Behind The Cask of Amontillado” by Edward Rowe Snow


*“Of Dry Goods and Black Bowties” by Yoshiko Uchida


“Fate in World Folklore”  (Anthology)

Mythology:


*Mythology by Edith Hamilton (selections)


Bulfinch’s Mythology (selections)
Poetry:


The Odyssey by Homer (epic poem)

*“Casey at the Bat” by Ernest Lawrence Thayer


“The World is Not a Pleasant Place to Be” by Nikki Giovanni


“Barbie Doll” by Marge Piercy

*“Memory” by Margaret Walker


“O Captain, My Captain” by Walt Whitman

“Fire and Ice” by Robert Frost

“An Ancient Gesture” by Edna St. Vincent Millay

*“Ithaca” by C.P. Cavafy


“All Watched Over by Machines of Loving Grace” by Richard Brautigan
Short Stories:

*“The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe

“The Masque of the Red Death” by Edgar Allan Poe

*“The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard O’Connell

“The Monkey’s Paw” by W.W. Jacobs

“The Birds” by Daphne du Maurier


*“Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut


“The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hurst


*“The Lady or the Tiger” by Frank R. Stockton


“The Interlopers” by Saki (H. H. Munro)


*“To Build A Fire” by Jack London


“Rules of the Game” by Amy Tan


“The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant
Vocabulary:

*Shostak, Jerome.  Vocabulary Workshop: Level E or D.  New York: Sadlier-

Oxford, 2002.
Grammar: 

Sadlier-Oxford. Grammar for Writing. New York, NY: William H. Sadlier Inc.,        2007.

MCAS/PSAT/SAT Preparation:

*Miller, Carol Rawlings. Strange Bedfellows. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2008.
Course Description:  

This course emphasizes essential areas of study – a wide experience in literature, intensive vocabulary study, oral presentation, a strong emphasis on composition and a study of grammar and syntax, as well as word/language problems that relate to both MCAS and SAT exams.  This course emphasizes essential areas of study -- grammar (usage and punctuation), composition, oral presentation, vocabulary, and literature. 
Essential Questions:

Thematic Concept: Culture: Beliefs, Vales, and Rituals

Why do people need beliefs and values? 


What happens when the belief systems of societies and individuals come into


conflict?


What is the importance of civilization, and what factors support or destroy


it? 


To what extent does power or the lack of power affect individuals?


What is oppression, and what is its root causes?


What is the relationship between decisions and consequences?
Course Objectives:

MHS Grade 9 English Course Goals: 

Students will be able to:
I. Write compositions that reflect knowledge of formal written English, including appropriate ideas, organization, voice, word choice, and sentence fluency.
II. Read age and grade level appropriate fiction and non-fiction for
comprehension and analysis.
III. Successfully complete five paragraph essays using standard written English.
IV. Present a monologue that is selected from the literature that is studied in grade
                  nine.
V. Write a literary analysis using the support of primary sources.
Common Goals:

Thinking and Communicating

1)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Read information critically to develop understanding of concepts, topics and issues.

2)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Write clearly, factually, persuasively and creatively in Standard English.

3)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Speak clearly, factually, persuasively and creatively in Standard English.

4)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Use computers and other technologies to obtain, organize and communicate information to solve problems.

5)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Conduct research to interpret issues or solve complex problems using a variety of data and information sources.

Gain and Apply Knowledge in and across the Disciplines

6) Gain and Apply Knowledge in:

a)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Literature and Language

b)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Mathematics

c)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Science and Technology

d)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Social Studies, History and Geography

e)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Visual and Performing Arts

f)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Health and Physical Education

Work and Contribute

7)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Demonstrate personal responsibility for planning one’s future academic and career options.

8)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Participate in a school or community service activity.

9)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Develop informed opinions about current economic, environmental, political and social issues affecting Massachusetts, the United States and the world and understand how citizens can participate in the political and legal system to affect improvements in these areas.

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework:

A chart is attached identifying which of the standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks will be covered and assessed in this course.

Additional Learning Objectives Beyond the Curriculum Framework:
NEASC Learning Expectations
Content Outline:
Literature studied this year focuses on the individual as part of society, the

relationship between decisions and consequences, and the importance of

civilization and what factors support or destroy it.

Unit:  “Power”
To what extent does power or lack of power affect individuals? Students

will begin discussing the way in which society can be corrupted by

individuals or groups in positions of authority. In addition to other

supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

Animal Farm by George Orwell

Background Information about the Russian Revolution

“The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe


“The Story Behind ‘The Cask of Amontillado’” by Edward Rowe Snow


“The Masque of the Red Death” by Edgar Allan Poe


“Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut


“All Watched Over by Machines of Loving Grace” by Richard Brautigan
The culminating activities of this unit will encompass a literary analysis explaining Orwell’s quote that “absolute power corrupts absolutely” in relation to Animal Farm.  The specific requirements and details of this assignment will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs. 

Unit: 
“Decisions and Consequences”

What is the relationship between decisions and consequences?  Students will

discuss the interpretation of conflict in literature that features situations in

which characters must make important choices.  In addition to other

supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

The Tragedy of Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

“The Lady or the Tiger?” by Frank R Stockton

 “To Build a Fire” by Jack London

“The Bard’s Beard” by Howard Chua-Eoan

The culminating activities for this unit will encompass performing a monologue from The Tragedy of Julius Caesar.  Also included in this unit is an activity which involves having the students identify personality traits through characterization in the text of Julius Caesar. The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs.

Unit:  “Oppression”

What is oppression and what are its root causes?  Students will investigate the

theme of injustice and how it affects the characters as it is portrayed in several different genres and themes.  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

The Pearl by John Steinbeck

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

“A Conversation with Sandra Cisneros”

“The Struggle to be an All-American Girl” by Elizabeth Wong

“No One Ever Told Me Not to Dream” by Charlayne Hunter-Gault

“Memory” by Margaret Walker

“Barbie Doll” by Marge Piercy

“Of Dry Goods and Black Bowties” by Yoshiko Uchida

“Fire and Ice” by Robert Frost

The culminating activities of this unit will encompass a written analysis identifying a character’s choice and explaining the consequences. Also included in this unit is a ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​vignette assignment in which students model Cisneros’s style or a fable assignment mimicking Steinbeck’s style and theme.  The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs. 

Unit:  “Conflicting Belief Systems”

What happens when the belief systems of societies and individuals come into 

conflict?  Students will examine tales in which characters find themselves victims

of other, more powerful individuals, forces, and systems and how the characters respond to the inhumanity.  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

12 Angry Men by Reginald Rose

Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston
“Casey at the Bat” by Ernest Lawrence Thayer

The culminating activities of this unit will encompass a written analysis exploring characters’ struggles with their principles that they hold. The specific requirements and details of this assignment will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs. 

Unit:  “The Need for Beliefs and Values”

Why do people need beliefs and values?  Students will examine literature in 


which man confronts the issues of chaos versus order.  Why do humans search for 


ways in which they can explain the universe in which they live, and what form do 

those explanations take?  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers

will select from the following works:

Mythology by Edith Hamilton (selections)

The Odyssey by Homer (selections)

“The Monkey’s Paw” by W.W. Jacobs

“Fate in World Folklore” (Anthology)

“Oh Captain, My Captain” by Walt Whitman

“An Ancient Gesture” by Edna St. Vincent Millay

“Ithaca” by C.P. Cavafy

The culminating activities of this unit will encompass a presentation of the Greek gods and goddesses with a focus on explaining the metaphors that these deities represent. Also included in this unit is a ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​literary analysis exploring the culture of ancient Greece by examining the values of the Greeks exemplified in The Odyssey.  The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs. 

Unit: “Civilization”

The guiding question that will lead students through this unit is: What is the importance of civilization, and what factors support or destroy it?  Students will examine literature in which society is destroyed and the chaos that results.  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

The Lord of the Flies by William Golding

“The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard O’Connell

“Fire and Ice” by Robert Frost

The culminating activities of this unit will encompass a written analysis exploring characters’ qualities and actions that suggest the range of human nature. Also included in this unit is an assignment in which students will find factual articles relating to the themes of Golding’s fictional novel.  The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs.
Content Outline:
Literary Devices:
Allegory

Satire

Tragedy

Tragic Flaw

Parable

Anecdote

Allusion

Monologue

Soliloquy

Aside

Meter

Sonnet

Conflict (types)

Inference vs. Implication

Imagery

Symbolism

Theme

Genre

Narrator (types)

Point of View

Hyperbole

Caesura(e)

Enjambment

End-Stopped Lines

Ballad

Heroic Couplet

Epic

Voice

Concrete Poetry

Grammar:

Phrases – Appositives, Verbals, Gerunds, Participles, Infinitives


Punctuation



Semicolon



Colon



Hyphen


Clauses – Independent, Dependent


Kinds of Sentences (Classified by Structure)



Simple



Compound



Complex



Compound-Complex


Parallel Structure


Tense Consistency


Varying Sentence Beginnings and Structure
Major Evaluation Strategies:

	Name of Assessment
	Type of Assessment
	Common Goals Assessed
	Standards

Assessed
	Other Objectives

Assessed

	
	Test
	Performance

Assessment
	
	
	

	Essay:  Julius Caesar
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 9, 11, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23,25
	

	Essay:  Animal Farm
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 9, 11, 12, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25
	

	Essay:  The Pearl 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 11, 12, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25
	

	Essay:  12 Angry Men
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 11, 12, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25
	

	Essay:  The Odyssey
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 11, 12, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25
	

	Essay:  Lord of the Flies
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 11, 12, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25
	

	Mythology PowerPoint Project
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, IV, V
	3, 16, 25, 27
	

	Monologue/Soliloquy Recitation 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II, III
	3, 8, 17, 18
	

	Open-Response:

Non-fiction critical reading:  Identify and analyze details in Rodriguez’s The Hunger of Memory
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 10, 13, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25
	

	Open-Response:

Non-fiction critical reading:  Identify and describe key details in Wendy Mitman-Clarke’s “Moving Big Stuff”
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 10, 12, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25
	

	Open-Response:

Poetry analysis:

Examining how form and structure support meaning in Roethke’s “Night Journey”
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 10, 14, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25
	

	Open-Response: Drama Analysis: Examining meaning and structural techniques in Simon’s The Sunshine Boys
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 10, 14, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25
	

	Poetry Analysis


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 10, 14, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25
	

	Vocabulary Quizzes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	4
	

	Character Analysis with Julius Caesar
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II, IV, V
	8, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25
	

	Vignette/Fable Assignment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 9, 10, 11, 15, 20
	

	Newspaper Article Assignment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	II
	9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 24, 26
	


Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework:

	Language Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 1:

Discussion
	Students will use agreed-upon rules for informal and formal discussions in small and large groups.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 2:

Questioning, Listening, and Contributing
	Students will pose questions, listen to the ideas of others, and contribute their own information or ideas in group discussions or interviews in order to acquire new knowledge.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 3:

Oral Presentation
	Students will make oral presentations that demonstrate appropriate consideration of audience, purpose, and the information to be conveyed.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 4:

Vocabulary and Concept Development
	Students will understand and acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 5:

Structure and Origins of Modern English
	Students will analyze standard English grammar and usage and recognize how its vocabulary has developed and been influenced by other languages

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 6:

Formal and Informal English
	Students will describe, analyze, and use appropriately formal and informal English.

	Reading and Literature Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 7:

Beginning Reading
	Students will understand the nature of written English and the relationship of letters and spelling patterns to the sounds of speech.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 8:

Understanding a Text
	Students will identify the basic facts and main ideas in a text and use them as the basis for interpretation.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 9:

Making Connections
	Students will deepen their understanding of a literary or non-literary work by relating it to its contemporary context or historical background.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 10:

Genre
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the characteristics of different genres.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 11:

Theme
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of theme in literary work and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 12:

Fiction
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the structure and elements of fiction and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 13:

Nonfiction
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purposes, structure, and elements of nonfiction or informational materials and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 14:

Poetry
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of poetry and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 15:

Style and Language
	Students will identify and analyze how an author’s words appeal to the senses, create imagery, suggest mood, and set tone, and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 16:

Myth, Traditional Narrative and Classical Literature
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of myths, traditional narratives, and classical literature and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.


	Reading and Literature Strand (cont’d)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 17:

Dramatic Literature
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of drama and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 18:

Dramatic Reading and Performance
	Students will plan and present dramatic readings, recitations, and performances that demonstrate appropriate consideration of audience and purpose.

	Composition Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 19:

Writing
	Students will write with a clear focus, coherent organization, and sufficient detail.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 20:

Consideration of Audience and Purpose
	Students will write for different audiences and purposes.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 21:

Revising
	Students will demonstrate improvement in organization, content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice (diction) in their compositions after revising them.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 22:

Standard English Conventions
	Students will use knowledge of standard English conventions in their writing, revising, and editing.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 23:

Organizing Ideas in Writing
	Students will organize ideas in writing in a way that makes sense for their purpose.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 24:

Research
	Students will gather information from a variety of sources, analyze and evaluate the quality of the information they obtain, and use it to answer their own questions. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 25:

Evaluating Writings and Presentations
	Students will develop and use appropriate rhetorical, logical, and stylistic criteria for assessing final versions of their compositions or research projects before presenting them to varied audiences.

	Media Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 26:

Analysis of Media
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the conventions, elements, and techniques of film, radio, video, television, multimedia productions, the Internet, and emerging technologies and provide evidence from the works to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 27:

Media Production
	Students will design and create coherent media productions (audio, video, television, multimedia, Internet, emerging technologies) with a clear controlling idea, adequate detail, and appropriate consideration of audience, purpose, and medium.


ENGLISH 10 COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Title:  English 10
Department:  English Language Arts

Primary Course Materials:
*Indicates Required Reading
Anthology:


*Bowler, Ellen, Douglas McCollum, et. al. Prentice Hall Literature:  Platinum


Paramount Edition.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice Hall, 1994.
Summer Reading Texts:

Prom Laurie Halse Anderson

Annie John by Jamaica Kincaid

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher

Tomorrow, Maybe by Brian James

The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver

Monster by Walter Dean Myers
HONORS: The Color of Water by James McBride
Novels:

*To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee


A Separate Peace by John Knowles


*Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger


*Ordinary People by Judith Guest


*Night by Elie Wiesel


Early Autumn by Robert Parker


Les Miserables by Victor Hugo

Anthem by Ayn Rand

*excerpt from Of Time and the River by Thomas Wolfe

Poetry:

*soliloquy from The Tragedy of Macbeth by William Shakespeare

*“Richard Cory” by Edwin Arlington Robinson


*“Mirror” by Sylvia Plath


“Lucinda Matlock” by Edgar Lee Masters

Drama:

*Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare


Our Town by Thornton Wilder


The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare

Non-Fiction:

*excerpts from Letter from a Birmingham Jail by Martin Luther King, Jr.

*excerpts from “Growing up Black in the 1930s in McCulley’s Quarters” by Peacolia
Barge


“Jim Crow Laws” www.nps.gov/malu/documents/jim_crow_laws.htm

“Teaching about the Holocaust” U.S. Holocaust Museum


*excerpt from “Choosing and Caring for Paintbrushes” by Bernard Gladstone

Short Stories:

“The Masque of the Red Death” by Edgar Allen Poe

 
“The Lie” by Kurt Vonnegut

Recommended Films:  


Romeo and Juliet  Baz Luhrmann, Director, 1996.


Romeo and Juliet Franco Zeffirelli, Director, 1968.


The Merchant of Venice Michael Radford, Director, 2004. 


To Kill a Mockingbird  Robert Mulligan, Director, 1962.


The Last Days Steven Spielberg, Producer, 1998.

One Survivor Remembers Kary Antholis, Director, 1995.


A Time to Kill Joel Schumacher, Director, 1996


Finding Forrester Gus Van Sant, Director, 2000.


White Squall Ridley Scott, Director, 1996.
Vocabulary:


Shostak, Jerome. Vocabulary Workshop:  Levels E and F.  New York:  Sadlier,



2002.

Grammar:

Grammar for Writing: Complete Course. Beverly Ann Chin, ed. New York: Sadlier-



Oxford, 2007.
SAT Preparation:

*Comber, Geoffrey, Howard Zeiderman, and Kevin Dungey.  SAT Preparation for 


Critical Reading: The Touchstones Method.  Annapolis: CZM Press, 1995.  Units


One and Two, Lessons 1-8.

*Miller, Carol Rawlings.  Strange Bedfellows. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2008.


(selections)
Course Description: 
This course emphasizes preparation for the MCAS exam through emphasis on building skills in critical thinking, reading comprehension, and the writing process.  Literary works include The Catcher in the Rye, A Separate Peace, Our Town, To Kill a Mockingbird, Early Autumn, and The Merchant of Venice or Romeo and Juliet and other titles.  Grammar exercises, PSAT, SAT, and MCAS related literature is used in the writing exercises and literature analysis as a preparation for standardized exams.  
Essential Questions: 

Thematic Concept: Constructing Identities and our View of the World 
What turning points determine and individual’s pathways to adulthood?
How does what a person know about the word shape the way him/her views him/herself?
How does a person’s experience shape his/her view of others?

What does it mean to be an outsider?

How do the decisions and actions of characters reveal their personalities?

How do people make decisions for themselves when they live in a society in which others define them?

Course Objectives: 
MHS Grade 10 English Course Goals:

Students will be able to:

I. Write compositions that reflect knowledge of formal written English, including appropriate ideas, organization, voice, word choice, and sentence fluency.

II. Read age and grade-level appropriate fiction and non-fiction for comprehension and analysis.

III. Write a seven to nine paragraph essay, using pertinent examples to support their points, in response to a prompt concerning a work of literature they have read.

IV. Complete a short research paper, using MLA style, examining the social background of either Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird or Elie Wiesel’s Night.
V. Present a monologue that is selected from the literature studied in grade ten.

Common Goals:

Thinking and Communicating

10)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Read information critically to develop understanding of concepts, topics and issues.

11)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Write clearly, factually, persuasively and creatively in Standard English.

12)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Speak clearly, factually, persuasively and creatively in Standard English.

13)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Use computers and other technologies to obtain, organize and communicate information to solve problems.

14)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Conduct research to interpret issues or solve complex problems using a variety of data and information sources.

Gain and Apply Knowledge in and across the Disciplines

15) Gain and Apply Knowledge in:

a)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Literature and Language

b)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Mathematics

c)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Science and Technology

d)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Social Studies, History and Geography

e)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Visual and Performing Arts

f)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Health and Physical Education

Work and Contribute

16)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Demonstrate personal responsibility for planning one’s future academic and career options.

17)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Participate in a school or community service activity.

18)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Develop informed opinions about current economic, environmental, political and social issues affecting Massachusetts, the United States and the world and understand how citizens can participate in the political and legal system to affect improvements in these areas.

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework:

A chart is attached identifying which of the standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks will be covered and assessed in this course.

Additional Learning Objectives Beyond the Curriculum Framework:  NEASC Learning Expectations

Content Outline:

Due to availability of books and individual class necessities, some substitution and reorganization of the order in which units are taught may be necessary.

Unit:   “Viewing Ourselves and Others”

At the start of the year, students will be introduced to and review literary terms and rhetorical devices. Students also begin discussing how events in a person’s life affect his or her perspective.  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works: 


The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger


“Richard Cory” by Edward Arlington Robinson


excerpt from Of Time and the River by Thomas Wolfe


“Mirror” by Sylvia Plath
The culminating activities of this unit will include a written analysis of the author’s use of characterization in the above works of literature. There will also be an open response question on the use of metaphor in literature.  The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs. 

Unit:   “Entering Adulthood”

Students will discuss and examine the events in a person’s life that help lead that person into adulthood.  They will reflect on their own experiences and use that background to inform their reading of the literature.  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

Night by Elie Wiesel 

Early Autumn by Robert Parker

A Separate Peace by John Knowles
The culminating activities of this unit will include a written analysis of the changes experienced by the characters in some or all of the above works of literature. This unit may also include a research paper looking at the social background of the Holocaust.   The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs. 

Unit:  “Insiders and Outsiders”

Students will begin to discuss and examine how society places people into groups of “insiders” and “outsiders” and what that designation means for the people in those groups.  Students will draw on their own experiences to inform their reading of the literature.   In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
excerpt from Macbeth by William Shakespeare
The culminating activities of this unit will include an analytic essay discussing the connections and relationships between characters and a poetry analysis open response discussing the use of metaphor in an excerpt from Shakespeare’s Macbeth.    This unit may also include a research paper looking at the social background of the Civil Rights Movement in American culture.  The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs.
Unit:  “Decision-Making”

Students will discuss and explore the decision-making process and the influence that one’s experiences and society have on that process. In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

Ordinary People by Judith Guest
A Separate Peace by John Knowles 
excerpt from “Choosing and Caring for Paintbrushes” by Bernard Gladstone 
The culminating activities of this unit will include an analytic essay discussing how authors use decision-making to help in defining characterization.  There is also an open response question that asks students to discuss how having the correct information informs one’s decision making.  The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs.
Unit:  “Research Strategies” 

(This unit will be incorporated into either the “Entering Adulthood”

unit or the “Insiders and Outsiders” unit.)  Students will fulfill the departmental research
requirement by writing about the social and historical setting of either Night or To Kill a

 Mockingbird.  Students must develop a thesis that discusses how the historical setting of

the work influenced the author’s writing. They complete pertinent research and write a
standard four-to-six page paper that represents a synthesis of ideas gleaned from a variety
of sources.
Content Outline:

Literary Devices: 
Irony

Sarcasm

Epithet

Motif

Point of view

Foreshadowing

Theme as comment on life

Mood

Dynamic and static characters

Motivation

Diction

Dialect

Allegory

Paradox

Litotes

Comic relief

Parallelism

Denotation/connotation

Bildungsroman

Microcosm

Macrocosm

Euphemism

Black verse

Scansion

Foot- iamb, trochee, anapest, dactyl, spondee

Juxtaposition 

Frame Story

Syntax

Farce

Colloquialism

Grammar: 
Review:  Sentence Patterns and Structures, 

Clauses, Infinitive, Participles, Gerunds

Pronoun Agreement and Use

Sentence Punctuation

Coordination and Subordination

Sentence Analysis

Commas and Semicolons

Hyphens 

Parallel Structure
Vocabulary:

Units from Sadlier-Oxford’s Vocabulary Workshop Level E or F.
SAT Preparation:
Students will complete Units One and Two, Lessons 1-8 in SAT Preparation for Critical Reading: The Touchstones Method before May.

Students will complete three selections from Strange Bedfellows before May:


“The Old House at Home”


“My Grandmother”


“The Rights of Women”


“Ain’t I a Woman”


“The White Man’s Burden”


“The Black Man’s Burden”

Major Evaluation Strategies:

	Name of Assessment
	Type of Assessment
	Common Goals Assessed
	Standards

Assessed
	Other Objectives

Assessed

	
	Test
	Performance

Assessment
	
	
	

	Essay: Catcher in the Rye

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II, III
	4, 8, 12, 15
	

	Essay: Night
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II, III
	4,8, 11, 12
	

	Essay: To Kill a Mockingbird
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II, III
	4, 8, 11, 12
	

	Essay: Romeo and Juliet 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II, III
	4, 8, 11, 12, 17
	

	Essay: Ordinary People
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II, III
	4, 8, 11, 12
	

	Open Response:  Literary Analysis:  Looking at metaphor in Of Time and the River 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I,II
	4, 8, 12, 15
	

	Open Response:  Non-fiction critical reading: Identifying and describing key details that describe a process

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	4, 8, 13
	

	Open Response:  Drama Analysis:  Identifying and explaining metaphor in Macbeth

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	4, 8, 14, 17
	

	Poetry Analysis
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	II
	7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15
	

	Performing a monologue from Romeo and Juliet
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	II, V
	3, 17, 18
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Vocabulary Quizzes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	4, 5, 6
	

	The Research Paper
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II, IV
	4, 8, 9, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25
	

	Mid-Term Examination
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II, III
	4, 8, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	

	Final Examination
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II, III
	4, 8, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	


Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework:

	Language Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 1:

Discussion
	Students will use agreed-upon rules for informal and formal discussions in small and large groups.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 2:

Questioning, Listening, and Contributing
	Students will pose questions, listen to the ideas of others, and contribute their own information or ideas in group discussions or interviews in order to acquire new knowledge.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 3:

Oral Presentation
	Students will make oral presentations that demonstrate appropriate consideration of audience, purpose, and the information to be conveyed.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 4:

Vocabulary and Concept Development
	Students will understand and acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 5:

Structure and Origins of Modern English
	Students will analyze standard English grammar and usage and recognize how its vocabulary has developed and been influenced by other languages

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 6:

Formal and Informal English
	Students will describe, analyze, and use appropriately formal and informal English.

	Reading and Literature Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 7:

Beginning Reading
	Students will understand the nature of written English and the relationship of letters and spelling patterns to the sounds of speech.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 8:

Understanding a Text
	Students will identify the basic facts and main ideas in a text and use them as the basis for interpretation.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 9:

Making Connections
	Students will deepen their understanding of a literary or non-literary work by relating it to its contemporary context or historical background.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 10:

Genre
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the characteristics of different genres.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 11:

Theme
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of theme in literary work and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 12:

Fiction
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the structure and elements of fiction and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 13:

Nonfiction
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purposes, structure, and elements of nonfiction or informational materials and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 14:

Poetry
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of poetry and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 15:

Style and Language
	Students will identify and analyze how an author’s words appeal to the senses, create imagery, suggest mood, and set tone, and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 16:

Myth, Traditional Narrative and Classical Literature
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of myths, traditional narratives, and classical literature and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.


	Reading and Literature Strand (cont’d)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 17:

Dramatic Literature
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of drama and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 18:

Dramatic Reading and Performance
	Students will plan and present dramatic readings, recitations, and performances that demonstrate appropriate consideration of audience and purpose.

	Composition Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 19:

Writing
	Students will write with a clear focus, coherent organization, and sufficient detail.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 20:

Consideration of Audience and Purpose
	Students will write for different audiences and purposes.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 21:

Revising
	Students will demonstrate improvement in organization, content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice (diction) in their compositions after revising them.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 22:

Standard English Conventions
	Students will use knowledge of standard English conventions in their writing, revising, and editing.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 23:

Organizing Ideas in Writing
	Students will organize ideas in writing in a way that makes sense for their purpose.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 24:

Research
	Students will gather information from a variety of sources, analyze and evaluate the quality of the information they obtain, and use it to answer their own questions. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 25:

Evaluating Writings and Presentations
	Students will develop and use appropriate rhetorical, logical, and stylistic criteria for assessing final versions of their compositions or research projects before presenting them to varied audiences.

	Media Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 26:

Analysis of Media
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the conventions, elements, and techniques of film, radio, video, television, multimedia productions, the Internet, and emerging technologies and provide evidence from the works to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 27:

Media Production
	Students will design and create coherent media productions (audio, video, television, multimedia, Internet, emerging technologies) with a clear controlling idea, adequate detail, and appropriate consideration of audience, purpose, and medium.


ENGLISH COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Title:  English 11

Department:  English Language Arts

Primary Course Materials:
*Indicates Required Reading
Anthology:


Bowler, Ellen, Douglas McCollum, et. al. Literature:  The American Experience. 




Paramount Edition.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice Hall, 1994.
Summer Reading Texts


A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson

Kindred by Octavia Butler

Crackback by John Coy

The Tenth Circle by Jodi Picoult

Dark Angel by David Klass

A Certain Slant of Light by Laura Whitcomb

HONORS: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon
Novels:

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
East of Eden by John Steinbeck
A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

*The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

In Dubious Battle by John Steinbeck

*Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

Moby Dick by Herman Melville

My Antonia by Willa Cather

*The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne

The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway

Uncle Tom’s Children by Richard Wright

Winesburg, Ohio by Sherwood Anderson

Drama:

*The Crucible by Arthur Miller

The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams

*Macbeth by William Shakespeare
*A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry

Poetry:

*“Upon the Burning of Our House” by Anne Bradstreet

*“The Raven” by Edgar Allen Poe

“Out, Out” by Robert Frost
“Mending Wall” by Robert Frost

 “To a Waterfowl” by William Cullen Bryant
“Thanatopsis” by William Cullen Bryant

 “There’s a Certain Slant of Light” by Emily Dickinson
*“A Narrow Fellow in the Grass” by Emily Dickinson
“I Heard a Fly Buzz—When I Died” by Emily Dickinson

*from “Song of Myself” by Walt Whitman
“Beat! Beat! Drums” by Walt Whitman
“A Noiseless Patient Spider” by Walt Whitman
“The Wasteland” by T. S. Eliot

*“Richard Cory” by E. A. Robinson

*“The Coora Flower” by Gwendolyn Brooks

“Any Human to Another” by Countee Cullen

*“I, Too Sing, America” by Langston Hughes

Non-Fiction:

*from The Declaration of Independence by Thomas Jefferson
*“I Have a Dream” by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

from “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” by Jonathan Edwards

*Speech at the Virginia Convention by Patrick Henry

*from The Crisis, Number One by Thomas Paine

*from “Self-Reliance” by Ralph Waldo Emerson
from “Nature” by Ralph Waldo Emerson

*from “Civil Disobedience” by Henry David Thoreau
from “Walden” by Henry David Thoreau
from The Autobiography  by Benjamin Franklin

“Poor Richard’s Almanac” by Benjamin Franklin

Short Stories:

* “Quitters, Inc.” by Stephen King

“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving
“The Devil and Tom Walker” by Washington Irving

“Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorne
*“The Minister’s Black Veil” by Nathaniel Hawthorne

“The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” by Mark Twain

“An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” by Ambrose Bierce

*“The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin

“The Life You Save May be Your Own” by Flannery O’Connor
*“A Good Man is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor

*“Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemingway
“A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” by Ernest Hemingway
“The Killers” by Ernest Hemingway
“The Fall of the House of Usher” by Edgar Allen Poe
Vocabulary:


*Shostak, Jerome. Vocabulary Workshop:  Levels F and G.  New York:  Sadlier-Oxford,



2002.

Grammar:

*Strunk, William, and E. B. White.  The Elements of Style. 4th Edition. New

York:  Longman, 1999.

SAT Preparation:


*Comber, Geoffrey, Howard Zeiderman, and Kevin Dungey. SAT Preparation 



For Critical Reading: The Touchstones Method. Annapolis: CZM Press,



1995.

*Miller, Carol Rawlings. Strange Bedfellows. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2008.

Course Description: 
This course concentrates on the writing of structured expository and persuasive papers, critical reading of essays, poems, speeches, short stories, and novels from American literature, and learning test-taking strategies for standardized exams.  The Elements of Style is used as a reference in writing exercises as students are asked to role play as writers.  See previous list for course literature.
Essential Questions: 

Thematic Concept:  American Dream/American Nightmare

Is liberty and justice for all attainable?

In what ways does the American Dream mean different things for different Americans?

How has the American Dream changed over time?

To what extent does a culture or society shape an individual’s understanding or concept of happiness?

What is the relationship between freedom and responsibility?

Why do people continue to pursue the concept of a utopian society?

Course Objectives: 
MHS Grade 11 English Course Goals:

Students will be able to:

VI. Write compositions that reflect knowledge of formal written English, including appropriate ideas, organization, voice, word choice, and sentence fluency.

VII. Read age and grade-level appropriate fiction and non fiction for comprehension and analysis.

VIII. Complete an autobiographical essay that compares and contrasts their present and former selves.

IX. Write a convincing, well-organized persuasive essay exploring some issue of interest or importance and incorporating pertinent details and examples.

X. Complete a short research paper using MLA style that examines some aspects of the American Dream and incorporates some examples of literature studied in eleventh grade.

Common Goals:

Thinking and Communicating

19)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Read information critically to develop understanding of concepts, topics and issues.

20)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Write clearly, factually, persuasively and creatively in Standard English.

21)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Speak clearly, factually, persuasively and creatively in Standard English.

22)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Use computers and other technologies to obtain, organize and communicate information to solve problems.

23)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Conduct research to interpret issues or solve complex problems using a variety of data and information sources.

Gain and Apply Knowledge in and across the Disciplines

24) Gain and Apply Knowledge in:

a)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Literature and Language

b)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Mathematics

c)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Science and Technology

d)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Social Studies, History and Geography

e)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Visual and Performing Arts

f)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Health and Physical Education

Work and Contribute

25)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Demonstrate personal responsibility for planning one’s future academic and career options.

26)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Participate in a school or community service activity.

27)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Develop informed opinions about current economic, environmental, political and social issues affecting Massachusetts, the United States and the world and understand how citizens can participate in the political and legal system to affect improvements in these areas.

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework:

A chart is attached identifying which of the standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks will be covered and assessed in this course.

Additional Learning Objectives Beyond the Curriculum Framework:  NEASC Learning Expectations

Content Outline:

Since this course follows the development of American literature, it generally follows a chronological order. However, due to availability of books and individual class necessities, some substitution and reorganization may be necessary.

Unit:  
Puritan Era: 1500s - late 17th century

At the start of the year, students will be introduced to and review literary terms and rhetorical devices. Students will also begin analyzing the themes and techniques of early American writing. In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works: 

“Upon the Burning of Our House” by Anne Bradstreet
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” by Jonathan Edwards
The Crucible by Arthur Miller 

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne

The culminating activities of this unit will encompass a written analysis of the techniques of this era and/or an expository work of the historical impact of these works. Also included in this unit is a literary analysis open response identifying images and turning points in a chapter from The Scarlet Letter. The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs. 

Unit:  
Revolutionary Era: late 17th century- late 18th century
For this unit, students will examine the growth of independence reflected in American literature. They will also be directed through rhetorical devices used in political works during times of upheaval.  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

 “Speech to the Virginia Convention” by Patrick Henry

 “The Crisis, No. One” by Thomas Paine

The Declaration of Independence by Thomas Jefferson

 “I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King

selections from Autobiography by Benjamin Franklin

“Poor Richard’s Almanac” by Benjamin Franklin

The culminating activities of this unit will encompass a persuasive speech and essay incorporating the techniques studied in this era and relevant research. The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs.
Unit:  
Romantic Era: 1800-1860

For this unit, students will be exposed to the fictional works that began to characterize American literature. Students will understand and identify the characteristics of Romanticism, Transcendentalism and Gothic literature as well as be introduced to the development of the American Romantic hero. In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

 “To a Waterfowl” by William Cullen Bryant 

“Thanatopsis” by William Cullen Bryant
 “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving 

“The Devil and Tom Walker” by Washington Irving

 “The Raven” by Edgar Allen Poe 

“The Fall of the House of Usher” by Edgar Allen Poe
 “Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

“The Minister’s Black Veil” by Nathaniel Hawthorne
from “Self Reliance” Ralph Waldo Emerson

 from “Nature” by Ralph Waldo Emerson 

from “Civil Disobedience” by Henry David Thoreau 

 from Walden by Henry David Thoreau
from “Song of Myself” by Walt Whitman 

“Beat! Beat! Drums” by Walt Whitman

“A Noiseless Patient Spider” by Walt Whitman

 “There’s a Certain Slant of Light” by Emily Dickinson

“A Narrow Fellow in the Grass” by Emily Dickinson

“I Heard a Fly Buzz – When I Died” by Emily Dickinson
Moby Dick by Herman Melville

The culminating activities of this unit will encompass an analytical essay exploring the literary techniques used in this era/works and a poetry analysis open response discussing the theme of hope in Dickinson’s “Hope is a thing with Feathers.”  The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs.
Unit:  
Realism Era: 1850-1900

For this unit, students will explore the development of the American hero in literature as well as the changing themes on such topics as the American dream, the pursuit of happiness, and the presence/relevance of nature. In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

My Antonia by Willa Cather
 “The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” by Mark Twain 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
 “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” by Ambrose Bierce

 “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin

The culminating activities of this unit will encompass an analytical essay commenting on literary criticism, and/or a research essay exploring the historical impact on literature of a particular decade of this era. The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs.
Unit:  
Modern Era: 1900-1950

For this unit, students will explore the Modernist era marked by disillusionment with tradition and the loss of innocence.  This era heralded experimentation and the total rejection of traditional themes and styles.  Modernist writers typically embraced one of three ideas, collectively known as the American Dream: admiration for America as a new Eden, optimism, and the ultimate triumph of the individual.  During this time, The Harlem Renaissance helped to revolutionize American poetry by introducing ghetto speech and jazz and blues rhythm into verse. In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

In Dubious Battle by John Steinbeck

East of Eden by John Steinbeck
The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 

A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway

“Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemingway 

“A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” by Ernest Hemingway

“The Killers” by Ernest Hemingway

Winesburg, Ohio by Sherwood Anderson
“The Wasteland” by T. S. Eliot

“Richard Cory” by E. A. Robinson

 “The Coora Flower” by Gwendolyn Brooks

“Any Human to Another” by Countee Cullen

 “I, Too Sing, America” by Langston Hughes

“Out, Out” by Robert Frost 

“Mending Wall” by Robert Frost

The culminating activities of this unit will encompass an analytical essay exploring the importance of moral crises in character development and an analytical essay discussing style. The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs.
Unit:  
Contemporary Era: 1950-present

For this unit, students will explore contemporary fiction, also known as Postmodernism, which tends to allow multiple interpretations of the work itself.  The writings in this period reflect the rapidly changing technology, atomic concerns, and many scientific possibilities that loom in the future.  Contemporary literature frequently meshes reality and dreamlike worlds.  Postmodernist writers often structure their work in nontraditional formats, and blatantly break from conventional rules of fiction.  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will select from the following works:

 “Quitters, Inc” by Stephen King

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
Uncle Tom’s Children by Richard Wright
The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams
 “The Life You Save May Be Your Own” by Flannery O’Connor 

“A Good Man Is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor

The culminating activities of this unit will encompass an analytical essay exploring the significance of kinetic characters and a drama analysis open response identifying and analyzing the dream theme in Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun.  The specific requirements and details of these assignments will be determined as the course develops and specified by the individual teacher according to class needs.
Unit:
Macbeth by William Shakespeare
Unit: 
Research Strategies

Students will fulfill the departmental research requirement by choosing an American author and text included in the high school English department’s eleventh grade English curriculum. They must develop a thesis that investigates some aspect of the text, an argument which they fashion and develop as they research their topics. They complete pertinent research, and write a standard six to nine page paper that represents both an analysis of the topic and text and a synthesis of ideas gleaned from a variety of sources.
Content Outline:

Literary Devices: 
Foil

Persona

Universal Theme

Rhetoric

Juxtaposition

Logic

Evidence

Invective

Paradox

Catharsis

Synecdoche/ Metonymy

Satire

Allegory


Parody


Sarcasm


Conceit


Verisimilitude

Pastoral

Editorial

Understatement

Overstatement

Aesthetic

Grammar: 

Rules of Usage

Active and Passive Voice

Tense

Commonly Misused Words and Expressions

Vocabulary:

Sadlier-Oxford’s Vocabulary Workshop Level F or G.
SAT Preparation:


Students will complete Units Three-Five, Lessons 9-23 in SAT Preparation for
 Critical Reading: The Touchstones Method before May.

 
Students will complete three selections from Strange Bedfellows before May:



“Aria” by Richard Rodriguez



“Mother Tongue” by Amy Tan



“Talking to Your Child about the WTC Attack” by Unsigned



“More U. S. Soldiers Suffering from Pre-Traumatic Stress Disorder” by

Unsigned



“A Modest Proposal” by Jonathan Swift



“Report from Iron Mountain” by Leonard Lewin
Major Evaluation Strategies:

	Name of Assessment
	Type of Assessment
	Common Goals Assessed
	Standards

Assessed
	Other Objectives

Assessed

	
	Test
	Performance

Assessment
	
	
	

	Essay: The Crucible

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	

	Essay: The Scarlet Letter

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 25
	

	Essay: Persuasive Essay
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, IV
	13, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25
	

	Persuasive Speech 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	IV
	3, 13, 18, 19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 24, 25
	

	Essay: Exploring Literary Techniques

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	

	Essay: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 25
	

	Essay: The Great Gatsby
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 25
	

	Essay: Of Mice and Men
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 25
	

	Essay: A Raisin in the Sun
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	

	Open Response:  Literary Analysis:  Identifying images and turning points in a 

chapter from The Scarlet Letter
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I,II
	8, 10, 11, 12, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	

	Open Response:  Analysis of a Drama:  Identify and analyze the dream theme in 

Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 10, 11, 12, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	

	Open Response:  Poetry Analysis:  Discuss the theme of hope in Dickinson’s 

“Hope is a thing with Feathers.”


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 10, 11, 12, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	

	The Elements of Style Chapter One
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	5, 6
	

	The Elements of Style Chapter Two
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	5, 6
	

	The Elements of Style Chapter Three
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	5, 6
	

	The Elements of Style Chapter Four
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	5, 6
	

	Poetry Analysis
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	II
	7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15
	

	Vocabulary Quizzes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	4, 5, 6
	

	The Research Paper
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II, V
	19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25
	

	Mid-Term Examination
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	


Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework:

	Language Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 1:

Discussion
	Students will use agreed-upon rules for informal and formal discussions in small and large groups.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 2:

Questioning, Listening, and Contributing
	Students will pose questions, listen to the ideas of others, and contribute their own information or ideas in group discussions or interviews in order to acquire new knowledge.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 3:

Oral Presentation
	Students will make oral presentations that demonstrate appropriate consideration of audience, purpose, and the information to be conveyed.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 4:

Vocabulary and Concept Development
	Students will understand and acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 5:

Structure and Origins of Modern English
	Students will analyze standard English grammar and usage and recognize how its vocabulary has developed and been influenced by other languages

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 6:

Formal and Informal English
	Students will describe, analyze, and use appropriately formal and informal English.

	Reading and Literature Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 7:

Beginning Reading
	Students will understand the nature of written English and the relationship of letters and spelling patterns to the sounds of speech.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 8:

Understanding a Text
	Students will identify the basic facts and main ideas in a text and use them as the basis for interpretation.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 9:

Making Connections
	Students will deepen their understanding of a literary or non-literary work by relating it to its contemporary context or historical background.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 10:

Genre
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the characteristics of different genres.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 11:

Theme
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of theme in literary work and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 12:

Fiction
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the structure and elements of fiction and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 13:

Nonfiction
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purposes, structure, and elements of nonfiction or informational materials and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 14:

Poetry
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of poetry and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 15:

Style and Language
	Students will identify and analyze how an author’s words appeal to the senses, create imagery, suggest mood, and set tone, and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 16:

Myth, Traditional Narrative and Classical Literature
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of myths, traditional narratives, and classical literature and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.


	Reading and Literature Strand (cont’d)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 17:

Dramatic Literature
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of drama and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 18:

Dramatic Reading and Performance
	Students will plan and present dramatic readings, recitations, and performances that demonstrate appropriate consideration of audience and purpose.

	Composition Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 19:

Writing
	Students will write with a clear focus, coherent organization, and sufficient detail.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 20:

Consideration of Audience and Purpose
	Students will write for different audiences and purposes.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 21:

Revising
	Students will demonstrate improvement in organization, content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice (diction) in their compositions after revising them.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 22:

Standard English Conventions
	Students will use knowledge of standard English conventions in their writing, revising, and editing.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 23:

Organizing Ideas in Writing
	Students will organize ideas in writing in a way that makes sense for their purpose.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 24:

Research
	Students will gather information from a variety of sources, analyze and evaluate the quality of the information they obtain, and use it to answer their own questions. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 25:

Evaluating Writings and Presentations
	Students will develop and use appropriate rhetorical, logical, and stylistic criteria for assessing final versions of their compositions or research projects before presenting them to varied audiences.

	Media Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 26:

Analysis of Media
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the conventions, elements, and techniques of film, radio, video, television, multimedia productions, the Internet, and emerging technologies and provide evidence from the works to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 27:

Media Production
	Students will design and create coherent media productions (audio, video, television, multimedia, Internet, emerging technologies) with a clear controlling idea, adequate detail, and appropriate consideration of audience, purpose, and medium.


ENGLISH 12 COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Title:
English 12 
Department:
English Language Arts
Primary Course Materials: 
*Indicates Required Reading

Anthology: 


*Bowler, Ellen, Douglas McCollum, et. al. Literature:  The British Tradition. 




Paramount Edition.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice Hall, 1994.

Summer Reading Texts

All Souls by Michael Patrick MacDonald

The Road by Cormac McCarthy

Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah

Brother, I’m Dying by Edwidge Danticat

The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khalid Hosseini

HONORS: The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

Course Texts

Novels:

*Beowulf (selections)


Grendel by John Gardner

*The Canterbury Tales (selections) by Geoffrey Chaucer


Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton


Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf


*1984 by George Orwell
OR

*Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad


*Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen  OR


*Jane Eyre Charlotte Brontë


The Stranger by Albert Camus


Go Ask Alice by Anonymous
Drama: 
*Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller


*Hamlet by William Shakespeare


Othello by William Shakespeare


Oedipus the King by Sophocles


Tartuffe (Excerpts) by Moliere


The Cherry Orchard by Anton Chekhov


A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams

Poetry: 

“The Seafarer” translation by Burton Raffel
“Break of Day in the Trenches” by Isaac Rosenberg


“The Soldier” by Rupert Brooke


“The Hollow Men” by T.S. Eliot

“The Second Coming” by W.B. Yeats

“Sonnets 10 and 14” by John Donne

Sonnets (selections) William Shakespeare

Essays:
“An Image of Africa” by Chinua Achebe


“Shooting an Elephant” George Orwell


“Why We Travel” Pico Iyer


Gulliver’s Travels (excerpt) by Jonathan Swift


The Unexpected Universe (excerpt) by Loren Eiseley


Sample College Essays
Other Non-Fiction:

Autobiography of Malcolm X by Malcolm X as told to Alex Haley(excerpt)


“My Dungeon Shook” a letter by James Baldwin


“An Extravagance of Laughter” by Ralph Ellison


Leaving Home by Hazel Rochman


Grammar:  


Strunk, William, and E. B. White. The Elements of Style.  4th Edition.  New York:

Longman, 1999.

Vocabulary:
Shostak, Jerome. Vocabulary Workshop:  Levels G and H.  New York:  Sadlier-


Oxford, 2002.
SAT Preparation:


Miller, Carol Rawlings.  Strange Bedfellows. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2008.
Course Description: 
The Senior English course and the curriculum reflects a level of difficulty to prepare students for college. Primarily the focus is British Literature (or Brit Lit for short) but a few American and international works are included as well. Students read, analyze, and discuss literature from its Old English beginnings, through the Middle Ages, to the Victorian, Modern and Contemporary Ages. The following essential questions around the thematic concept of the individual and society will be addressed throughout the year:

Essential Questions:

Thematic Concept: Individuals and Society
· Is humankind inherently good or evil?

· What is the function of human will in the relationship between good and evil?

· How does conflict influence an individual’s decisions and actions?

· What is community and what are the individual’s responsibility to the community as well as the community’s responsibility to the individual?

· Why is it important for people or cultures to compose narratives about their experiences?

· What is the purpose or consequence of creating or maintaining a dystopian society?

Course Objectives:
MHS Grade 12 English Course Goals:

Students will be able to:

XI. Write compositions that reflect knowledge of formal written English, including appropriate ideas, organization, voice, word choice, and sentence fluency.

XII. Read age and grade-level appropriate fiction and non fiction for comprehension and analysis.

XIII. Complete a personal essay appropriate for submission with a college application.

XIV. Complete a formal research paper, using MLA style, investigating some aspects of the literature studied in this course and a topic to be determines in class discussion.  This paper is a graduation requirement.

XV. Prepare an oral presentation focusing on the concept of heroes and heroism, past and present.

Common Goals:

Thinking and Communicating

28)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Read information critically to develop understanding of concepts, topics and issues.

29)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Write clearly, factually, persuasively and creatively in Standard English.

30)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Speak clearly, factually, persuasively and creatively in Standard English.

31)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Use computers and other technologies to obtain, organize and communicate information to solve problems.

32)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Conduct research to interpret issues or solve complex problems using a variety of data and information sources.

Gain and Apply Knowledge in and across the Disciplines

33) Gain and Apply Knowledge in:

a)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Literature and Language

b)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Mathematics

c)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Science and Technology

d)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Social Studies, History and Geography

e)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Visual and Performing Arts

f)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Health and Physical Education

Work and Contribute

34)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Demonstrate personal responsibility for planning one’s future academic and career options.

35)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Participate in a school or community service activity.

36)  FORMCHECKBOX 
Develop informed opinions about current economic, environmental, political and social issues affecting Massachusetts, the United States and the world and understand how citizens can participate in the political and legal system to affect improvements in these areas.

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework:

A chart is attached identifying which of the standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks will be covered and assessed in this course.

Additional Learning Objectives Beyond the Curriculum Framework:  

NEASC Learning Expectations

Content Outline:
Due to availability of books and individual class necessities, some substitution
and reorganization may be necessary.

Unit: 
“Heroes and Heroism, Past and Present”
Students will begin the year with rigorous vocabulary study as well as review of literary terms and rhetorical devices.  Students will begin analysis and examination of early English writing, focusing on themes of heroes and heroism, good vs. evil, and human will.  Students will address the Epic Hero as well as the Anti-Hero and the Tragic Hero through analysis of different works.  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will choose from the following works:

Beowulf (excerpts)


Grendel by John Gardner

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller


“Sonnet 10” and “Sonnet 14” by John Donne
The culminating assignment for this unit will encompass a written analytical essay using Beowulf to address the prompt: “From a work of literature you have read in or out of school, select a character that, in your opinion, is heroic.  In a well-developed composition, identify that character and explain why he or she is heroic.”  In addition to the written assignments, students will complete a project, featuring a modern hero and monster, in order to draw comparisons between heroes and monsters past and present.

Unit: 
“Courtly Love and Satire”
Students will continue their studies in the senior year with a focus on vocabulary and grammar, and continue their studies of early English literature, examining themes of courtly love and satirical importance in writing.  Students will analyze the function of human will in good vs. evil, as well as identify the importance of composing narratives.  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will choose from the following works:

The Canterbury Tales (excerpts) by Geoffrey Chaucer


Gulliver’s Travels (excerpts) by Jonathan Swift


The Unexpected Universe (excerpts) by Loren Eiseley
The culminating assignment for this unit will be a project entitled “Weekend Update,” which includes both a written and a visual element.  Students will be asked to write five one-page essays, satirizing events from the modern world, changing them to fit Chaucer’s time period while addressing the question: Why is it important for people or cultures to compose narratives about their experiences?  In addition, students will complete a timed writing assignment, and an Open Response question considering their analysis of differences in cultures and societies based on Loren Eiseley’s The Unexpected Universe.

Unit: “Moral Conflict and Tragedy”
Students will continue their constant study of vocabulary and grammar, while moving forward in the history of British Literature to address ideas about serious inner moral conflict.  Students begin their analysis, addressing the three types of conflict (Man vs. Man, Man vs. Nature, and Man vs. Himself) studying and comparing each carefully.  Students will spend time analyzing thematic ideas of constant uncertainty, prophecy, mistaken identity, incestuous love as well as good vs. evil in this unit.  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will choose from the following works:
Hamlet by William Shakespeare

Othello by William Shakespeare

Oedipus the King by Sophocles

The Cherry Orchard by Anton Chekhov

Go Ask Alice by Anonymous

Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton
The culminating assignment for this unit will be a long analytical essay, using Hamlet or Oedipus Rex in response to the prompt: From a work of literature, select a character that faces a moral crisis.  “In a well-developed composition, identify the character and the crisis, describe how the character faces the crisis, and explain how the crisis relates to the work as a whole.”  In addition, students will be asked to memorize, recite and perform at least fourteen lines of Shakespeare from either Hamlet or Othello as a culminating performance-based assignment for this unit. 

Unit: “Utopia vs. Dystopia”
In addition to continued vocabulary and grammar study, students will address the idea of Utopian vs. Dystopian societies in the senior year.  Students will focus on the purposes and consequences of creating and maintaining a dystopian society, while addressing the thematic idea of community responsibility vs. individual responsibility in relation to unique societies and governmental systems, as well as the ultimate question: Is humankind inherently good or evil?  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will choose from the following works:

1984 by George Orwell


Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad


Brave New World by Aldous Huxley


“Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell


“The Hollow Men” (excerpts) by T.S. Eliot


“Break of Day in the Trenches” by Rosenburg


“The Soldier” by Rupert Brooks


“The Seafarer” translation by Burton Raffel

The culminating assignment for this unit will be a written analytical essay, addressing the question “What is the purpose of consequence of creating or maintaining a dystopian society?” in addition to other analytical assignments.

Unit: “Early Feminist Literature”

Students will also address Feminist in British Literature while still examining themes from previous units (Courtly Love, Mistaken Identity, etc.)  This unit will focus on the development of the female character as an individual, as well as the female writer and the conflicts each must face.  Students will focus on comparing feminist literature to anti-feminist works they have read in past school curriculums or years, with strong focus on the difference in conflicts and resolutions for men and women.  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will choose from the following works:

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen


Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte


Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf


A Room of One’s Own by Virginia Woolf (excerpts)
The culminating assignment for this unit will be a comparative essay, prompting students to use two works of literature to compare the way conflict influences men’s actions vs. women’s actions, addressing the essential question: “How does conflict influence an individual’s decisions and actions?”  In addition, students will complete a timed writing assignment, an Open Response question, addressing the theme of pride in Austen’s Pride and Prejudice.

Unit: “World Literature”
Towards the end of the senior year, students will branch out from a curriculum primarily based in British Literature, to a broader study of World Literature.  Attention will be paid to the vast cultural differences and the influence on writing styles and tradition in different countries.  Seniors will look at a variety of works from writers from different races and backgrounds in order to gain new perspective on the six essential questions posed throughout the year, with primary focus on the question: “Why is it important for people and cultures to compose narratives about their experiences?”  In addition to other supplementary materials, teachers will choose from the following works:
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

The Stranger by Camus
An Image of Africa by Chinua Achebe

Why We Travel Pico Iyer


Autobiography of Malcolm X by Malcolm X (excerpts)


My Dungeon Shook by J. Baldwin


An Extravagance of Laughter by Ralph Ellison


Tartuffe by Moliere (excerpts)


The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan


Caramelo by Sandra Cisneros
The culminating assignment for this unit will be a written analytical comparison of two contrasting characters in two different novels from two different countries to highlight the stark variations amongst literature from different worlds.  In addition, students will complete an Open Response essay, where they will focus on the theme of stubbornness amongst characters in Moliere’s Tartuffe.
Unit: “College Essays”

One of the most important writing assignments of the senior year is the college essay.  In addition to their reading and analysis of different novels and works of literature, students will all be required to complete a college essay within the first semester of the senior year.  Attention will be paid to grammar, vocabulary, and most importantly, writing style. Students will complete brainstorming prompts and questionnaires to help determine the direction of their essay, as well as participate in an all class peer editing workshop, where each student’s essay is publically edited by all members of their class, including the teacher.  The culminating assignment for this unit will be a 500-word College Application Essay that is ready for submission to any university.  To aid in writing these essays, students will look at a number of essay examples from various sources. 

Unit: “The Research Paper”

Students will fulfill the departmental research requirement by choosing an author and text included in the high school English department’s twelfth grade English curriculum. They must develop a thesis that investigates some aspect of the text, an argument which they fashion and develop as they research their topics. They complete pertinent research, and write a standard eight to ten page paper that represents both an analysis of the topic and text and a synthesis of ideas gleaned from a variety of sources.  This paper is a graduation requirement.

Grammar:
Plot Structures



Plot within a plot



Multiple Points of View



Stream of Consciousness

Archetype

Stock Character

Apostrophe

Deus ex Machina

Hubris

Hamartia

Conceit

SAT Preparation:


Students will complete three units from Strange Bedfellows:



“Under the Influence” by Scott Russell Sanders



“Alcoholism” by Anonymous



“Dulce et Decorum Est” by Wilfred Owen



“All Quiet on the Western Front” Erich Maria Remarque



Democratic Convention Keynote Address 2004 by Barack Obama



Republican Convention Keynote Address 2004 by Arnold 




Schwarzenegger

Major Evaluation Strategies:

	Name of Assessment
	Type of Assessment
	Common Goals Assessed
	Standards

Assessed
	Other Objectives

Assessed

	
	Test
	Performance

Assessment
	
	
	

	Essay: Beowulf


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	I, II
	19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 25
	

	Project: The Canterbury Tales

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 25
	

	Essay: Hamlet

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 25
	

	Essay: 1984

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 25
	

	Essay: Pride and Prejudice

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 25
	

	Essay: Things Fall 

Apart


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 25
	

	Essay: The College Essay


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	19, 20, 21,

22, 23, 25
	

	Project: The Research Paper


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II, V
	19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25
	

	Open Response: Literary Analysis comparing characters from Pride and Prejudice
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 10, 11, 12, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	

	Open Response: Analysis of a drama: Identify and analyze the theme of stubbornness in Moliere’s Tartuffe
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 10, 11, 12, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	

	Open Response: Essay Analysis: The Unexpected Universe
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	8, 10, 11, 12, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	

	The Elements of Style Chapter One
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	5, 6
	

	The Elements of Style Chapter Two
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	5, 6
	

	The Elements of Style Chapter Three
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	5, 6
	

	The Elements of Style Chapter Four
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	5, 6
	

	Poetry Analysis
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	II
	7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15
	

	Vocabulary Quizzes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I
	4, 5, 6
	

	Mid-Term Examination
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I, II
	19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	


Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework:

	Language Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 1:

Discussion
	Students will use agreed-upon rules for informal and formal discussions in small and large groups.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 2:

Questioning, Listening, and Contributing
	Students will pose questions, listen to the ideas of others, and contribute their own information or ideas in group discussions or interviews in order to acquire new knowledge.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 3:

Oral Presentation
	Students will make oral presentations that demonstrate appropriate consideration of audience, purpose, and the information to be conveyed.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 4:

Vocabulary and Concept Development
	Students will understand and acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly in reading and writing.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 5:

Structure and Origins of Modern English
	Students will analyze standard English grammar and usage and recognize how its vocabulary has developed and been influenced by other languages

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 6:

Formal and Informal English
	Students will describe, analyze, and use appropriately formal and informal English.

	Reading and Literature Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 7:

Beginning Reading
	Students will understand the nature of written English and the relationship of letters and spelling patterns to the sounds of speech.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 8:

Understanding a Text
	Students will identify the basic facts and main ideas in a text and use them as the basis for interpretation.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 9:

Making Connections
	Students will deepen their understanding of a literary or non-literary work by relating it to its contemporary context or historical background.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 10:

Genre
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the characteristics of different genres.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 11:

Theme
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of theme in literary work and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 12:

Fiction
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the structure and elements of fiction and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 13:

Nonfiction
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purposes, structure, and elements of nonfiction or informational materials and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 14:

Poetry
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of poetry and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 15:

Style and Language
	Students will identify and analyze how an author’s words appeal to the senses, create imagery, suggest mood, and set tone, and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 16:

Myth, Traditional Narrative and Classical Literature
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of myths, traditional narratives, and classical literature and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.


	Reading and Literature Strand (cont’d)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 17:

Dramatic Literature
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the themes, structure, and elements of drama and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 18:

Dramatic Reading and Performance
	Students will plan and present dramatic readings, recitations, and performances that demonstrate appropriate consideration of audience and purpose.

	Composition Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 19:

Writing
	Students will write with a clear focus, coherent organization, and sufficient detail.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 20:

Consideration of Audience and Purpose
	Students will write for different audiences and purposes.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 21:

Revising
	Students will demonstrate improvement in organization, content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice (diction) in their compositions after revising them.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 22:

Standard English Conventions
	Students will use knowledge of standard English conventions in their writing, revising, and editing.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 23:

Organizing Ideas in Writing
	Students will organize ideas in writing in a way that makes sense for their purpose.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 24:

Research
	Students will gather information from a variety of sources, analyze and evaluate the quality of the information they obtain, and use it to answer their own questions. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 25:

Evaluating Writings and Presentations
	Students will develop and use appropriate rhetorical, logical, and stylistic criteria for assessing final versions of their compositions or research projects before presenting them to varied audiences.

	Media Strand

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 26:

Analysis of Media
	Students will identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the conventions, elements, and techniques of film, radio, video, television, multimedia productions, the Internet, and emerging technologies and provide evidence from the works to support their understanding.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Standard 27:

Media Production
	Students will design and create coherent media productions (audio, video, television, multimedia, Internet, emerging technologies) with a clear controlling idea, adequate detail, and appropriate consideration of audience, purpose, and medium.
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