
International Fiction:  This is a list of international literature that I have 
personally read and that I consider appropriate for high school students (i.e.,  I 
can imagine myself teaching it to the high school students I have known or 
recommending it to them for outside reading).    
 
 
Afghanistan Farah Ahmedi/ 

Tamin Ansary 
The Other 
Side of the 
Sky 

2005 

Afghanistan Greg Mortenson Three cups of 
Tea 

2006 

Africa Eleanore Smith 
Bowen 

Return to 
Laughter 

1954 

Canada Margaret 
Laurence 

Rachel, 
Rachel 

1966 

Canada Margaret Atwood The Edible 
Woman 

1969 

Canada Mordechai 
Richler 

Joshua, Then 
and Now 

1980 
 

China Da Chen Colors of the 
Mountain 

1999 

China Ji-li Jiang Red Scarf Girl 1997 
China Lisa See Snow Flower 

and the Secret 
Fan 

2005 

China Yu Hua To Live 1993 
Columbia Gabriel Garcia 

Marquez 
One Hundred 
Years of 
Solitude 

1967 

Cuba  Carlos Eire Waiting for 
Snow in 
Havana 

2003 

Denmark Isak Dinesin Winter’s Tales  
Denmark Peter Hoeg Miss Smilla’s 

Feeling for 
Snow 

1975 

Egypt Naguib Mahfouz The Cairo 
Trilogy 
(Palace Walk, 
The Palace of 
Desire, Sugar 
Street) 

 

France Emile Zola Germinal  
France Colette My Mother’s 

House 
 

Germany Jenna Blum Those Who 2004 



Save Us  
 

Germany Ursula Hegi Stones from 
the River 

1994 
 

 
Germany 

 
Gunther Grass 

 
The Tin Drum 

 
1959 

Hungary Imre Kertesz Fatelessness 1975 
India Salman Rushdie Midnight’s 

Children 
1981 

India Aravind Adiga The White 
Tiger 

2008 

Iran Dalia Sofer The 
Septembers of 
Shiraz 

2007 

Italy Primo Levi Survival at 
Auschwitz, 
The 
Reawakening 

1958, 1963 

Italy Dino Buzzati The Tartar 
Steppe 

1940 

Italy Eugenio Montale Poems  
 
 
 
Italy  

 
Luigi 
Pirandello 

 
 
Six Characters 
in Search of 
an Author 

 

Italy Salvadore 
Quasimodo 

Poems  

Italy Giuseppi 
Ungaretti 

Poems  

Italy Italo Svevo The 
Confessions of 
Zeno 

1962 

Korea Richard E. Kim Lost Names 1970 
Nigeria Chinua Achebe Things Fall 

Apart 
1959 

Norway Sigrid Unset Kristen 
Lavransdatter 

 

Pakistan/Afghanistan Greg 
Mortenson/David 
Oliver Relin 

Three Cups of 
Tea 

2006 

Russia Leo Tolstoy Anna 
Karenina 

 

Russia Fydor Dostoevsky The Brothers 
Karamazov 

 

Russia Anton Chekhov Short Stories  



 
 

South Africa Doris Lessing The Grass is 
Singing, 
 
Children of 
Violence 
(Martha 
Quest, A 
Proper 
Marriage, A 
Ripple from 
the Storm, 
Landlocked) 

1950 

South Africa Nadine Gordimer Burger’s 
Daughter 

1979 

 South Africa John Coetzee The Life and 
Times of 
Michael K 

1983 

South Africa Alan Paton Cry, The 
Beloved 
Country 

1948 

Spain Arturo Perez-
Reverte 

The Flanders 
Panel 

1990 

Spain Cervantes Don Quixote  
Sweden Per Lagerkvist The Dwarf 1945 
 
Sweden 

 
Selma Lagerlof 

 
The Treasure 

 

Switzerland Gerold Spath A Prelude to 
the Long, 
Happy Life of 
Macimillian 
Goodman 

1970 

Switzerland Peter Bichsel And Really 
Frau Blum 
Would Like 
Very Much to 
Meet the 
Milkman 

1964 

Turkey Perihan Magden Two Girls 2002 
Vietnam Quang Van 

Nguyen/Margaret 
Pivar 

Fourth Uncle 
in the 
Mountain 

2004 

 


