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MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 
Course Title  Italian I  
 
Department  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course Materials    
Textbook:  Ciao! 
Ancillary Materials:  CD-Roms, Lab manual, workbook, video music, posters, maps, etc. 
Other materials: Music, documentaries and cinema (when appropriate and at the discretion of the teacher) 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
 
Course Description    
 
This course aims to develop basic language skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing Italian and to provide 
basic understanding of Italian culture and civilization. The approach is thematic and communicative. Oral 
proficiency is stress from the very beginning. Students’ assignments include research, simple writing and 
beginner readings.  
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations  3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  pronounce Italian words.  
�  conjugate regular, present – tense verbs and some irregular verbs.  
�  introduce themselves and have a basic conversation.  
�  write structurally appropriate sentences in Italian 

recognize  key geographical elements of this country. 
 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 
 How does learning about other cultures benefit us as individuals and our society as a whole? 
 Pronounce sounds in the target language that are different than English? 

Construct sentences using correct word order? 
 Use grammatical structure to express what I want and need to say? 
 Greet people and say goodbye? 
 Use courtesy words? 

Communicate in the present tense? 
 Ask for and answer information about the time and the calendar? 
 Give basic information about myself? 

  
Course Objectives 

Communication 
   Use the target language to: 

�  Give and receive personal biographical information 
�  Provide information about family and friends 
�  Express basic likes and dislikes 
�  Use vocabulary related to satisfying the basic human needs of hunger, thirst, and well-being 
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�  Follow and give simple directions  
�  Use basic vocabulary related to the following topics: 

o school and classroom objects 
o weather and seasons 
o vacation choices and leisure activities 
o telling time 
o colors 
o clothing 
o foods and beverages 
o house 
o people  
o clothing  

�  Identify, use, and manipulate numbers 0-1,000 
�  Create simple dialogues in the target language 
�  Read simple sentences, instructions, and paragraphs in the target language 
�  Speak simple phrases and sentences in the target language 
�  Respond to simple questions in the target language 
�  Identify and use the structural elements of a sentence necessary to accomplish all of the above 

Culture  
�  Demonstrate knowledge of the geography of target countries by identifying:  

o major bodies of water 
o mountain chains 
o major cities 
o international landmarks 

�  Use appropriate gestures to accompany communication 
�  Practice and master basic courtesies and greetings in the target language 
�  Recognize major holidays and celebrations of another country 

Comparisons 
�  Be aware of cultural differences between other countries and the United States, appreciating the diversity of human 

behavior and/or lifestyle 
�  Identify similarities and differences between the target culture and the native culture in: 

o home life 
o family  
o daily routine of a teenager in another country  
o hobbies 

�   Compare the educational systems of one or more cultures with our own 

Connections 
�  Make comparisons between the target language and English (e.g., cognates/false-cognates/word-roots/suffixes/prefixes) 
�  Research and report on math, history, art, and music in the target culture 

Communities 
�  Experience an introduction to foreign films in the target culture 
�  Identify multicultural celebrations which typically take place in the Boston area and/or Massachusetts 
 
Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading and writing include: physical characteristics, family, friends, school, 
clothing, the city, hobbies, sports, weather, time, numbers, colors, nature, the calendar, food and beverages, daily routines, 
geographical terms, the house, and shopping. 

 
 

Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
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Suggested textbook coverage 
 I Quarter II Quarter III Quarter IV Quarter 
Capitolo preliminare 
Primo incontro 
Chapter  1 
 

 
Chapters 2  & 3 

 
Chapters 4 & 5 

 
Chapter 6  
 

 
 
 
QUARTER CONTENT/TOPIC  ASSESSMENTS  STANDARDS  

I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAPITOLO PRELIMINARE & PRIMO 
INCONTRO 
�  Alphabet 
�  Greetings 
�  Courtesy expressions 
�  Classroom expressions 
�  The Calendar 
�  Numbers 0-50  
�  Phone numbers 
�  Culture: The origins of the Italian  
       Language 

CH. 1 – LA CITTÀ 
�  The city 
�  C’è & ci sono 
�  Essere- to be 
�  Subject pronouns 
�  Singular and plural noun forms 
�  Definite article 
�  Indefinite article 
�  Interrogatives 
�  Culture: Milano 

CH. 2 – PERSONE E PERSONALITÀ 
�  Descriptive adjectives 
�  Position and agreement of the adjective 
�  Nationalities 
�  Colors 
�  Avere- to have 
�  Recognition of the difference between bello  

and buono 
�  Numbers 50-100 
�  Culture: The Euro  
 
 
CH. 3 – ALL’UNIVERSITÀ 
�  Regular –ARE verbs in the present tense 
�  School subjects 
�  Idiomatic expressions with Avere 
�  Che and Quale 
�  Exclamative che 
�  Culture: The Italian school system 
 
 
CH. 4 – A TAVOLA 

 
�  Oral alphabet quiz 
�  Greetings dialogue 
�  Quizzes  & Tests 
�  Label map of Europe in Italian 
�  “Chi sono io?” project (Who am I?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Dialogues  
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary check up 
�  Project on an Italian city 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Description of a best friend 
�  Di dove sei? 
�  La bandiera italiana 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Ability to list possessions 
�  Reading comprehension 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Daily routine in school 
�  Leisure activities vocabulary  
�  ARE verb conjugation charts 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Express physical needs/conditions (Ho 

fame…) 
�  Dialogues 
�  Pay compliments with Che___! 
�  Reading comprehension 

 
1, 2, 3, 5, 7a, 7b 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1, 2, 3, 5, 7b 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1, 2, 3, 5 
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III 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 

IV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

�  Food 
�  Regular –ERE & IRE verbs in the present tense 
�  Partitive adjectives 
�  Location adverbs 
�  Culture: Italian cuisine 
 
 
 
CH 5- ATTIVITÀ E PASSATEMPI 
�  Making a telephone call 
�  Regular IRE verbs that take ISC 
�  Irregular verbs Andare/Fare/Stare/Dare 
�  Idiomatic expressions with Fare 
�  Direct Object pronouns 
 
 
 
CH.6 – LA FAMIGLIA 
�  Possessives 
�  Irregular verbs: Dovere/Potere/Volere/Bere 
�  Irregular verb Dire/Uscire/Venire 
�  Sapere VS Conoscere 
 
 
Introduce the Passato prossimo 
With Avere and Essere 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Description of meals 
�  Order at a restaurant 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Reading comprehension 
�  Menu 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Dialogues on the phone 
�  Describe your week 
�  Discuss pass times/ hobbies 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Reading comprehension 
 
 
�  Describe ones family 
�  Conjugate…conjugate…conjugate 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Reading comprehension 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Major Evaluation Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary quizzes      

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National Italian 
Contest Exam 

     

Family Tree Project      

Personal 
Information 
Interview 

     

Geography/Culture 
Project  

     

What can you tell us 
about your family? 
(Open response) 

     



9/15/2009 --   5 

What can you tell us 
about your 
classmate? 

     

Write report about 
geography/culture. 

     

      

 
 
 
 
 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
 

   Learning Standard 1: 
Students of modern languages will 
converse in a language other than English 
to: 
·  provide and obtain information 
·  express feelings and emotions 
·  exchange opinions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to perform simple communicative tasks 
using simple words and repeated patterns for a variety of tasks, 
such as (and not limited to): 
·  naming articles in the classroom 
·  listing their favorite foods 
·  identifying family members 
·  expressing likes and dislikes 
·  self-description 
·  describing weather 
·  using numbers, dates, and time 
·  using common phrases and expressions to complete simple 

tasks such as saying “good morning” and stating their 
name, age, and where they live 

·  reading and comprehending simple sentences and short 
paragraphs composed for instructional purposes at this 
level 

 
 
Strand 2:  Culture 
 

   Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate a basic 
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
1. traditions 
2. perspectives 
3. practices 
4. products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  identify countries where the target language is spoken 
·  identify geographical features, common landmarks, and 

parameters of these countries 
·  be familiar with different groups of people represented within 

the culture 
·  have knowledge of units of currency  
·  have knowledge of proper courtesies 
·  participate in age-appropriate activities such as games, songs, 

and celebrations 
·  compare/contrast simple patterns of behavior in various 

cultural settings 
·  demonstrate awareness of common gestures and expressions 
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Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 

   Learning Standard 5: 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of language 
through comparison of the language 
studies and their own.  In classical 
language study, discussion and writing will 
be in English. 
 
 

   Learning Standard 6: 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the concept of culture 
through comparison of the target culture 
and their own.  In classical language study, 
discussion and writing will be in English. 
 
 
 

Students will be able to recognize: 
·  basic cognates/false cognates 
·  basic grammatical concepts:  gender and number, verb 

conjugation, fundamental sentence structure, formal/informal 
forms of address 

·  similarities and differences in sound and writing systems 
·  common idiomatic expressions 
·  phrases and idioms that do not translate directly 
·  borrowed and loaned words 
Students will be able to compare aspects of daily life, such as: 
·  general interests and pastimes 
·  daily routine 
·  work time and leisure activities 
·  clothing styles and fashion trends 
·  food 
·  holidays and other celebrations 
·  transportation 
·  tangible products, music, and simple texts 
 

Strand 4: Connections 
 

   Learning Standard 7: 
Students of modern and classical 
languages will use the target language to: 
·  reinforce and expand their knowledge 

of other disciplines 
·  acquire new information and 

knowledge.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will use the target language to reinforce and expand 
their knowledge of other disciplines, such as: 
·  literature 
·  English 
·  social studies 
·  science 
·  music 
·  art 
·  mathematics 
·  law (Latin only) 
·  biology (Latin only) 
·  medicine (Latin only) 
 

 
Strand 5:  Communities 
 

   Learning Standard 8: 
Students will use languages other than English 
within and beyond the school setting.  
Students of classical languages will recognize 
elements of classical languages and ancient 
cultures in the world around them, and they 
will share insights derived from their study of 

Students will participate in activities such as: 
·  reading and writing e-mail or letters 
·  making and exchanging drawings or photographs and discussing 

them orally or in letters with students within the school 
community, in another city/town in Massachusetts, the United 
States, or another country 

·  interacting with native speakers 
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classical languages with others within and 
beyond the classroom setting. 
 
 
 

·  awareness of expressing respect and community status 
 
 

 
 

MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Title  Italian II  
 
Department  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course Materials     
Textbook:  Ciao! 
Ancillary Materials:  CD-Roms, Lab manual, workbook, video music, posters, maps, etc. 
Other materials: Music, documentaries and cinema (when appropriate and at the discretion of the teacher) 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
 
Course Description    
 
This course is designed to increase the proficiency skills acquired during the previous year in order to understand, 
speak, read and write Italian with greater facility and accuracy. Supplementary readings and writing assignment 
will support classroom discussions. Projects on various aspects of culture and civilization will be integrated into 
the program. Prerequisite:  A- or better in Italian I  or Grade 8 Italian with teacher recommendation. 
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations  3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  express him/herself (in writing and speaking) in the present and past tenses  
�  maintain a short conversation on personal topics such as school, family and pastimes 
�  write a basic paragraph or short essay in Italian.  
�  read intermediate Italian text.  
�  relate fundamental differences between Italy and the USA. 

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 

recount what happened in the past? 
predict things that will happen in the future? 
express possession and negatives?  
discuss hobbies, daily activities and school subjects?  
describe the elements of a home? 
continue to distinguish common social 
 
  

Course Objectives 

Communication 
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Use the target language to: 
�  Name subjects, equipment, activities, places and people related to the school setting 
�  Discuss extracurricular activities 
�  Discuss one’s daily routine (e.g., personal hygiene, before/after school activities) 
�  Identify musical instruments 
�  Discuss clothing in detail (e.g., colors/materials/sizes/patterns) 
�  Role-play shopping 
�  Role-play paying for a purchase 
�  Discuss and describe sports and sports equipment  
�  Name and describe family pets and animals 
�  Discuss leisure activities such as music, games, and hobbies 
�  Discuss family celebrations and holidays 
�  Name personal possessions 
�  Name home furnishings and appliances 
�  Recognize and identify places within a community  
�  Give and receive basic directions 
�  Express activities in the present and past tense 
�  Express activities in the future tense 
�  Recall one’s childhood and discuss it 
�  Identify and use the structural elements of a sentence necessary to accomplish all of the above 
 

Culture  
�  Identify major monuments in the target country 
�  Recognize major cultural figures from countries where the target language is spoken 
�  Recognize the basic history of the foreign country being studied 
 

Comparisons 
Compare and contrast: 
�  American teen daily life with the daily life in at least one other country 
�  American schools and the school system of the target country 
�  American vs. International celebrations   
 

Connections 
�  Be able to relate new vocabulary and grammatical structures to previously learned words and patterns 
�  Understand a foreign currency and its cultural and historic background 
 

Communities 
�  Attend events that involve the use of the target language (e.g., movies, concerts) 
�  Identify businesses in the community that require proficiency in the target language 
 

Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading, and writing include: school subjects, the school system, 
extracurricular and daily activities, musical instruments, shopping, clothing and fashion, work, transportation, 
money and currency, historical figures, holidays and celebrations, the city and community, childhood memories, 
dining out, home furnishings and appliances, nature, professions, radio, television, and the cinema. 
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Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 
 
Suggested textbook coverage 
 I Quarter II Quarter III Quarter IV Quarter 
 
RIPASSO 
Chapters 7  
 

 
Chapters 8 & 9 

 
Chapters 10 & 11 

 
Chapter 12 
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QUARTER 
CONTENT/TOPIC  ASSESSMENTS  

I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
II 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       IV 
 

 
       

RIPASSO 
�  Present tense of regular verbs 
�  Irregular verbs 

CH. 7 – BUON VIAGGIO 
�  Travel vocabulary 
�  Simple past / passato prossimo 
�  Telling time 
�  Special use of prepositions 
�  Culture: La Toscana 

CH. 8 – SOLDI  E TEMPO… 
�  Reflexives 
�  Simple past of reflexive verbs 
�  Planning a trip/Staying in a hotel 
�  Expressions of time 

CH. 9 – MEZZI DI DIFFUSIONE... 

�  Imperfect 
�  Imperfect VS Present Perfect 
�  Da quanto tempo...? 
�  Culture: Italian Magazines 
 

CH. 10- LA MODA  
�  Clothing 
�  Commands 
�  Demonstratives 
�  Dates/Holidays 
�  Months/Weather 
�  ���������	�
��
��

����� �

CH. 11- IN CUCINA 
�  Vocabulary related to the kitchen 
�  Direct object pronouns 
�  Indirect object pronouns 
�  Commands with object pronouns 
�  Common exclamations and expressions of 

wishes 
 
CH. 12- LE VACANZE 
�  Future of regular and irregular verbs 
�  Complete review of pronouns 
�  Piacere 
�  Impwrsonal si 
�  Irregular plurals 
 

�  Presentation of oneself 
�  Describe a photo 
�  Family tree project 
�  Compare family in Italy and the USA 
 
 
�  Speak about vacation 
�  Express actions in the past  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Write a postcard 
�  Narrate a story in the past tense 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Fairy tales: read several and create dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
�  Dialogues; At a store 
�  Describe seasons 
�  Describe a holiday 
�  Project on a designer 
 
 
 
 
�  Make an Italian specialty 
�  Description of foods poster 
�   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Predict one’s future in 10 years 
�  Talk about likes and dislikes 
 
 
�
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Major Evaluation Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary quizzes      

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National Italian 
Contest Exam 

     

Write a children’s 
book based on 
routine 

     

A time line of your 
life 

     

Let’s travel! Trip 
planning 

     

What is your daily 
routine? 

     

In your lifetime 
what event has 
affected you the 
most? 

     

What is the itinery 
of your upcoming 
trip? 

     

      

 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
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Learning Standard 2: 
Students of modern languages will: 
·  converse in a language other than English with 

some fluency 
·  understand and interpret ideas and information 

written or spoken in a language other than 
English 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will seek and give information in the 
following ways: 
·  short, grammatically correct paragraphs 
·  more detailed sentence structure 
·  increased intricate patterns of word order 
·  original cartoons 
·  simple notes, lists, messages, letters, and 

postcards 
·  short poems 
·  organizational charts 
·  Venn diagrams and/or webs 
·  interpretation of simple visual and auditory 

prompts 
·  simple restatements 
·  brief idiomatic responses 

 
Strand 2:  Culture 
 
Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate an increased 
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
·  traditions 
·  perspectives 
·  practices 
·  products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  discuss gender-based roles 
·  use the map and geographical data to discuss or study 

climatic resources, identify landmarks, and topographical 
uniqueness 

·  write a short paragraph in which they identify similarities and 
differences in schedules, academic and everyday life, and 
after school activities in the target language 

·  identify historical and/or cultural figures within each culture 
studied and describe their contributions  

  

 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 
Learning Standard 5: 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of 
the nature of language through comparison 
of the language studies and their own.  In 
classical language study, discussion and 
writing will be in English. 
 
 
Learning Standard 6: 
Students will demonstrate a knowledge of 
the culture through comparison of the 
target culture and their own.  In classical 

Students will continue to: 
·  recognize cognates/false cognates   
·  identify less common idiomatic expressions 
·  work with borrowed and loaned words 
·  study the application of complex verb structure in detail 
·  develop a deeper understanding of their native language 

through the foreign language  
 
Students will be able to describe and discuss  aspects of daily 
life, such as: 
·  daily routine 
·  professions  
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language study, discussion and writing will 
be in English. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  clothing styles and fashion trends 
·  food 
·  holidays and other celebrations 
·  transportation 
 
Students will be able to discuss, at a higher level of proficiency, 
aspects of daily life, such as: 
·  national pastimes 
·  cultural traditions and celebrations 
·  sports 
·  the visual and performing arts in comparing cultural 

traditions and celebrations. 
 

 
 
 
Strand 4: Connections 
 
Learning Standard 7: 
Students of modern and classical 
languages will continue to use the target 
language to: 
·  reinforce and expand their knowledge 

of other disciplines 
·  acquire new information and 

knowledge.   
 
 
 
 

Students will use the target language to reinforce and expand 
their knowledge of other disciplines, such as: 
·  literature 
·  English 
·  social studies 
·  science 
·  music 
·  art 
·  mathematics 
·  law (Latin only) 
·  biology (Latin only) 
·  medicine (Latin only) 
 

 
Strand 5:  Communities 
 
Learning Standard 8: 
Students of modern languages will use 
languages other than English more intensely 
within and beyond the school setting.  
Students will share insights derived from this 
study with others outside the classroom 
setting and into the community. 
 
 

Students will participate in activities such as: 
·  reading and writing e-mail or letters 
·  making and exchanging drawings or photographs and discussing 

them orally or in letters with students within the school 
community, in another city/town in Massachusetts, the United 
States, or another country 

·  interacting with native speakers 
·  making and exchanging videotapes with other schools 
·  interviewing a native speaker, who is a member of the community 
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MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Title  Italian III  
 
Department  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course Materials     
Textbook:  Ciao! 
Ancillary Materials:  CD-ROMs, Lab manual, workbook, video music, posters, maps, etc. 
Other materials: Music, documentaries and cinema (when appropriate and at the discretion of the teacher) 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
 
 
Course Description    
 
This course is designed to increase proficiency in the skills through required reading, writing, and oral 
presentations. Students will be encouraged to produce skits, interpret easy poems and make connections between 
Italian culture and their own world. There will be a complete review of the fundamentals of Italian grammar 
applied to a weekly written journal.  The course will be conducted mainly in Italian.  Prerequisite: B-or better in 
Italian II H with teacher recommendation.  
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations  3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  express him/herself (in writing and speaking) in the present and past and future tenses  
�  get around a city/order at a restaurant/ in an office by asking and receiving information 
�  write a short essay in Italian.  
�  read authentic materials in  Italian..  
�  discuss a variety of cultural topics in Italian, with some preparation.  

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 

use vocabulary for city and surroundings? 
discuss health issues? 
plan a vacation? 

 use commands in both familiar and formal form? 
 express intention, preference or polite request?  

 
  

Course Objectives 

Communication 
Use the target language to: 
�  Acquire goods, services and/or information in written or oral form 
�  Give and receive information about travel needs 
�  Discuss various means of transportation 
�  Order food and beverages 
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�  Talk about nationality and language  
�  Describe the personality as well as the physical characteristics of people 
�  Indicate quantities 
�  Express greetings for appropriate congratulatory occasions 
�  Write a simple note/letter/post card 
�  Make statements requiring the use of the present, past, future and conditional tense 
�  Keep a journal with entries of one or two paragraphs   
�  Give both familiar and polite commands  
�  Recognize and state common idiomatic expressions  
�  Express feelings in depth 
�  Create situational experiences on a given topic 
�  Identify and use the structural elements of a sentence necessary to accomplish all of the above 

 

Culture  
�  Recognize the political systems and geography of the target culture(s)  
�  Understand the governmental structure of at least one country  
�  Know a basic timeline history of the target country 
�  Identify and describe important figures in the target culture 

 

Comparisons 
�  Compare and contrast the government of the Untied States with the target country 
�  Read and understand a foreign newsprint article and be able to differentiate how a particular situation is 

interpreted by various people 
 

Connections 
�  Recognize the relationship between cultural practices and the history of a country 
�  Study immigration patterns from countries where the target language is spoken 
�  Identify important figures in American life who have ethnic backgrounds and have influenced American life 

 

Communities 
�  Understand the cultural/political/economic relationship between the target country and the USA 
�  Explain the impact of  people and events as they relate to the development of the United States 
�  View and interpret TV, movies, and performances from the target country in light of how they reflect 

community and culture 
 
Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading, and writing include: social relationships, stereotypes, the 
environment, travel, careers, history, geography, government, politics, emotions, quantity and distance, symbols, 
and signs. 

 

Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 
I Quarter II Quarter III Quarter IV Quarter 
 
RIPASSO 
Chapters 13 

 
Chapters 14 & 15 

 
Chapters 16 & 17 

 
Chapters 18 
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QUARTER 

CONTENT/TOPIC  ASSESSMENTS  

 
I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RIPASSO 
�  Present/past and future tenses 
�  Object pronouns 
 
 
CH. 13- LA CASA 
�  Pronouns NE & CI 
�  Double object pronouns 
�  Rooms and furniture 
�  Ordinal numbers 
 

CH. 14 – IL MONDO DEL LAVORO 
�  Conditional present and past 
�  Dovere/Potere/Volere in the 

conditional 
�  Professions and the work force 
 
 

CH.15 – PAESI E PAESAGGI… 
�  Comparisons 
�  Superlatives 
�  Irregular comparatives & superlatives 
�  Special use of the article 
�  Nature 
 
CH. 16 – GLI SPORT… 
�  Sports and physical activities 
�  Relative pronouns 
�  Negative expressions 
�  Present and Past progressive 
�  Culture: Soccer in Italy 
* Introduce Passato Remoto for 
recognition only 
 
CH. 17 – SALUTE ED ECOLOGIA 
�  Present  Subjunctive 
�  Past subjunctive 
�  Health and the body 
�  Suffixes  
 

 
�  Readings and activities recognizing and using the 

tenses 
 
 
 
�  Double object pronouns game 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
�  Discuss occupations 
�  Make suppositions 
�  Asking for something politely 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
�  Readings 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary  
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
 
�  Discuss how one feels 
�  Discuss the environment 
�  Readings 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
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IV 
 

 
CH.18 – ARTE E TEATRO 
�  Imperfect subjunctive 
�  Conjunctions 
�  Verb sequencing 
�  Going to the theater 
�  Culture: Italian Opera 
 
�

 
�  Art project 
�  Readings 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 

 

Major Evaluation Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary quizzes      

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National Italian 
Contest Exam 

     

Show and Tell of 
your favorite 
vacation 

     

A phone call to 
make plans 

     

Video of a cooking 
show 

     

How was your 
vacation? 

     

Script of a phone 
conversation. 

     

Write out a recipe      

 
 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
 
Learning Standard 3: 
Students of modern languages will begin to write 
and speak more extensively in a language other 
than English to present information, concepts, and 
ideas on a variety of topics. 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  suggest possible solutions to a problem 
·  read articles in a magazine, journal, or newspaper 

and understand main ideas 
·  comprehend narration in present, past, and future 
·  identify the characteristics of four major genres, at 

an introductory level:  non-fiction, fiction, drama, 
and poetry in the target literature 

·  develop competence in reading and interpreting 
literary texts, and understanding the theme, 
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characters, and setting 
·  develop skills in multimedia comprehension 
·  summarize stories, plays, movies or other forms of 

literature in the target language 
·  access entertainment and informational sources that 

have traditionally been available only to native 
speakers 

·  demonstrate knowledge of more complex syntax 
Additional topics may include:  careers, health issues, 
future plans, school issues 

Strand 2:  Culture 
 
Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate an increased 
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
·  traditions 
·  perspectives 
·  practices 
·  products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
·  history 
·  literature 
·  visual and performing arts 

Modern Languages 
Students will be able to: 
·  identify appropriate interactions in social and cultural 

activities, such as exchanges in a restaurant, at a bus stop, in 
a store, or in a classroom 

·  recognize distinctive aspects of the target culture presented in 
print literature, visual arts, films, and videos, and relate these 
to the cultural perspectives of the target culture 

·  be familiar with historical and/or cultural figures from the 
target culture and describe their contributions 

·  locate major geographic features of countries where the 
target language is used  

 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 
Learning Standard 5 and 6: 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of 
the nature of language through comparison 
of the language studied and their own.  
Students will develop insight into their 
own language and culture.  They will 
recognize that different languages use 
different patterns to communicate and will 
be able to apply this knowledge to their 
own language.  They will recognize that 
cultures use different patterns of 
interaction and will be able to apply this 
knowledge to their own culture. 
 

Modern and Classical Languages 
Students will be able to: 
·  describe the patterns of behavior of the target culture such as 

celebrations and compare/contrast them with those of their 
own culture 

·  have knowledge of various cultural beliefs and perspectives 
relating to family, school, and play in both the target culture 
and their own 

·  identify and discuss cultural characteristics of the target 
culture 

·  report on cultural traditions and celebrations and contrast 
these with their own 

 
 

 
Strand 4: Connections 
 
Learning Standard 7: 
Concepts presented in foreign language 

Through the use of the target language, students of classical and 
modern languages will: 
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class are the basis of learning in other 
disciplines.  
 
Through the use of the target language, 
students will further their linguistic and 
conceptual connections with other 
disciplines.  
 
 
 

·  be exposed to and develop an insight into the visual, 
performing, and dramatic arts 

·  compare and contrast current world events in a historical 
perspective  

·  compare and contrast artistic movements  
·  explore thematic units that incorporate other disciplines such 

as history, art, and literature 
·  acquire knowledge about other disciplines from a variety of 

sources in the target language and in English 

 
Strand 5:  Communities 
 
Learning Standard 8: 
Students will use languages other than English 
more intensely within and beyond the school 
setting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will realize and experience the advantages inherent in 
knowing other languages by: 
·  presenting information about language and culture to 

others  
·  peer tutoring  
·  sharing geographical information through international 

exchange, e-mail, and participation in school and 
community projects  

·  identifying professions within the community that require 
proficiency in the target language  

·  celebrating community events related to the target 
language 

·  participating in club activities  
·  establishing and maintaining relationships with native 

speakers 
 
 
 

MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Title  Italian IV  
 

Department  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course Materials     
Textbook:  Da Capo  
Ancillary Materials:  CD-Roms, Lab manual, workbook, video music, posters, maps, etc. 
Other materials: Music, documentaries and cinema (when appropriate and at the discretion of the teacher) 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
 
Course Description    
 
Through development of oral proficiency, this course will further develop skills in written expression and reading 
comprehension. Historical research, contemporary literature, and current events, will serve as a basis for 
classroom discussions and/or assignments. Students will write weekly compositions. Incorporated into the 
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program, will be outside projects, reports and independent study.  The course will be conducted mainly in Italian. 
Prerequisite: B- or better in Italian III H with teacher recommendation.  
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations  3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  express him/herself (in writing and speaking) in the Indicative, Conditional, Subjunctive and 
   Imperative moods. 
�  demonstrate practice of grammatical nuance in writing and speaking (object/ relative/possessive  
    demonstrative pronouns, etc).  
�  sustain a conversation on a wide range of  themes. 
�  read Italian literature with appropriate aids.  
�  research historical periods and personalities of the Italian-speaking world. 

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 
  understand and use proper verb sequencing? 

express points of view, feelings, uncertainty and possibilities? 
describe a hypothetical situation? 
argue universal themes such as to age, aesthetics, love and family, social beliefs? 

 describe nature and the environment? 
  

  
Course Objectives 

Communication 
Students will be able to:  
�  Demonstrate comprehension of the general idea(s) presented in the target language on a variety of topics 
�  Read, interpret, and analyze a variety of authentic materials such as: 

o short stories by various authors 
o poetry   

�  Ask an analytical question about a literary work 
�  Relate the storyline of a work both orally and in writing 
�  Express complex thoughts using compound sentences, syntax, and appropriate linking words 
�  Integrate previously learned grammatical structures at an advanced intermediate level 
�  Express doubt 
�  Discuss a hypothetical situation 
�  Express a desire, wish, or opinion 
�  Organize and write an essay involving a set of instructions     

 

Culture  
�  Demonstrate an awareness of human similarities and differences 
�  Role play different aspects of native culture versus the target culture 
�  Use and interpret various media in the target language: 

o movies 
o music 
o newspapers 
o Internet sites 

�  Understand and give examples of stereotyping 
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�  Respond appropriately to social cues      
 

Comparisons 
�  Compare and contrast in an analytical way, the cultural perspectives of various people  

Connections 
�  Distinguish fundamental information from superficial details 
�   Make historical and cultural associations from events, both current and past 
 

Communities 
�  Watch and understand a foreign film without subtitles. Discuss conclusions about the community it portrays. 
�  Access information using a variety of community-based resources 
�  Interact with teens from other countries through travel or e-mail 
 
 
Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading, and writing include: current events, the cinema, literature, social 
issues, current events, beliefs, the media, technology, historical landmarks, and health. 

 
 

Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 
I Quarter II Quarter III Quarter IV Quarter 
 
RIPASSO 
Chapers 1 & 2 
 

 
Chapters 3 & 4 
 

 
Chapters 5 & 6 

 
7, 8 & 9 

 
QUARTER 

CONTENT/TOPIC  ASSESSMENTS  

 
I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RIPASSO 
�  Personal introduction 
�  Icebreakers 
�  Review of common vocabulary 
 
 
CH. 1- DOVE VAI IN FERIE 
QUEST’ANNO 
Structure 
�  Present tense of regular and irregular 

verbs 
�  Da quanto tempo...? 
�  Personal pronouns 
�  Gender of regular and irregular nouns    
Lexicon 
�  Going on vacation 

 
 
�  Readings, brainstorm and oral activities to 

reintroduce student to the language 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Vocabulary study 
�  Creating dialogues 
�  Internet research of agriturismi 
�  Plan a week’s vacation in an Italian resort 
�  Listening comprehension of song 50 Special 
�  Readings and video clips on La Vespa 
�  Research on holidays 
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II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  Extend an invitation, accept and refuse 
Culture 
�  La Vespa 
�  Italian holidays 
 

CH. 2- TI RICORDI? ADESSO E 
PRIMA 
Structure 
�  Imperfect tense 
�  Adjectives: agreement & position 
�  Irregular spelling of various adjectives 
�  Buono e Nessuno 
�  Indefinite article 
�  Che...! to express opinion 
Lexicon 
�  Numbers 0-2.000.000.000 
�  The weather 
�  Asking for clarification and expressing 

disbilieve 
Culture 
 

CH.3 – MAMMA MIA, CHE 
PRESSI! 
Structure 
�  Present perfect tense 
�  Irregular past participles 
�  Contractions 
�  Bello e Quello 
�  Definite article 
Lexicon 
�  Telling time 
�  The calendar 
�  Asking for prices 
Culture 
�  An Italian wedding 
�  Use of titles 
 
 

CH.4 – DOVE ABITI? 
Structure 
�  Narrating using both the present 

perfect and the imperfect tenses 
�  Direct object pronouns 
�  Double negatives 
�  Possessive adjectives  and pronouns 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Vocabulary study 
�  Creating dialogues 
�  Activities involving weather reports 
�  Narration of childhood memories 
�  Listening and retelling fairytales  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Vocabulary study 
�  Creating dialogues 
�  Comparisons of Italian and American wedding 

invitations 
�  Storytelling in the past 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Vocabulary study 
�  Creating dialogues 
�  Purchasing items 
�  Identify one’s possessions 
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III 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
IV 

 

Lexicon 
�  Extending wishes 
Culture 
�  An Italian city 
 
 

CH.5 – CHI CONTA LE CALORIE? 
Structure 
�  Indirect object pronouns 
�  PIACERE and other verbs like it 
�  Reflexive verbs 
�  Indefinite adjectives and pronouns 
Lexicon 
�  Special suffixes: -ino, -one,-uccio,-

accio 
�  The partitive forms 
Culture 
�  Italian cuisine 
 
 

CH.6 – CHE LINGUA PARLI? 
COME COMUNICHI? 
Structure 
�  The literary past tense of regular and 

some irregular tense 
�  The past perfect (Pluperfect) 
�  CI & NE 
�  Double object pronouns 
Lexicon 
�  Special suffixes: -ino, -one,-uccio,-

accio 
�  The partitive forms: some 
Culture 
�  Music terms 
 

CH.7 – CHE LAVORO FARAI? 
Structure 
�  Future tense of regular and irregular 

tense 
�  The Conditional present tense 
�  Dovere, potere and volere 
Lexicon 
�  Writing a formal and an informal letter 
�  Jobs and the work force 
Culture 

�  Composition: “Ecco dove vivo” 
�  Play: “Andiamo a un picnic. Chi porla la frutta? 

-La porto io!” 
�   
 
 
 
 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Vocabulary study 
�  Creating dialogues 
�  Activities reading authentic menus 
�  Reading and writing recipes 
�  Preparing menus for special events 
�  Video clip of Italian cooking show 
�  Projects involving food preparation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Vocabulary study 
�  Creating dialogues 
�  Reading of authentic short stories identifying 
      the Passato Remoto 
�  Research on a famous Italian  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Vocabulary study 
�  Creating dialogues 
�  Prediction of where you’ll be in 10 years 
�  Role play at being a fortune teller 
�  Expressing what you would like to be and do 
�  Writing a letter to look for a job 
�  Want Ads in Italian newspapers 
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�  Immigration in Italy today 
 

CH.8 – ABITARE IN FAMIGLIA O 
NO? 
Structure 
�  Present and past subjunctive 

 Subjunctive with impersonal 
expressions 

Lexicon 
�  Express opinions, worries, hopes 
Culture 
�  Ecology 

CH.9 – MA COME, NON HAI LA 
MACCHINA? 
Structure 
�  Past and pluperfect subjunctive 
 
 
 
 
�

 
 
 
 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Vocabulary study 
�  Creating dialogues 
�  Expressing wish, hope, doubt, emotions 

 
 
 
 
 

Major Evaluation Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of 
Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary 
quizzes 

     

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National Italian 
Contest Exam 

     

Write a Fable      

Oral debate of 
current event, 
movie, reading 

     

Technology aided 
oral presentations  

     

Literature/Reading 
project 

     

Focused research 
paper on Italian 
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culture: famous 
person, historical 
figure, artist... 
Writing reflections      

      

 
 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
 
Learning Standard 1: 
Students of modern languages will write and 
speak more extensively in a language other 
than English to express feelings and opinions 
as they narrate in the past, present, and future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  analyze a topic, share personal reactions, and persuade in 

the target language  
·  identify  main ideas and significant details in both media 

and literature  
·  initiate, sustain and conclude a conversation  
·  comprehend narration and make oral presentations in the 

target language 
·  write original works and critique others  
·  rephrase, summarize, and elaborate ideas, opinions, and 

emotions 
·  share personal reactions to authentic literary texts, such 

as plays, poems, and stories 
·  write reviews about a story, play, film, or other form of 

literature 
 
Advanced students will be able to conjecture and 
hypothesize. 
 
 

 
 
Strand 2:  Culture 
 
Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate an increased 
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
·  traditions 
·  perspectives 
·  practices 
·  products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
·  history 
·  literature 
·  visual and performing arts 

Students will be able to: 
·  identify appropriate interactions in social and cultural 

activities, such as exchanges in a restaurant, at a bus stop, in 
a store, or in a classroom 

·  recognize distinctive aspects of the target culture presented in 
print literature, visual arts, films, and videos, and relate these 
to the cultural perspectives of the target culture 

·  be familiar with historical and/or cultural figures from the 
target culture and describe their contributions 

·  locate major geographic features of countries where the target 
language is used  
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Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 
Learning Standard 5 and 6: 
Students at this level will demonstrate an 
advanced sensitivity to cultural issues.  
This will help create an awareness of 
alternate views of other people and world 
issues. 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  demonstrate an awareness of idiomatic expressions in both 

languages and how idioms work in general 
·  exchange opinions on issues that are of contemporary or 

historical interest 
·  analyze examples of how authors in the target culture view 

the role of the United States (for modern languages only) 
·  examine controversial issues in both the target culture and 

their own 
·  compare folktales from the target culture and the student’s 

own culture 
·  experience music, visual arts, dance and theatre from the 

target culture 
 
 

 
Strand 4: Connections 
 
Learning Standard 7: 
Despite the widespread use of English as 
an international language, there are still 
connections to knowledge of the past and 
present that are only available to the 
person who can read, interpret, and 
understand another language.   
 
Through the use of the target language, 
students will further their linguistic and 
conceptual connections with other 
disciplines.  
 
 

Through the use of the target language, students of classical and 
modern languages will: 
 
·  review, critique, and experience visual, performing, and 

dramatic arts in the target culture  
·  place current world events in a historical perspective  
·  compare and contrast artistic movements  
·  explore thematic units that incorporate other disciplines such 

as history, art, and literature 
·  acquire knowledge about other disciplines from a variety of 

sources solely in the target language  
·  use technology to make connections between the target 

language and other disciplines 
·  employ a variety of sources to prepare reports on material 

intended for native speakers and compare these to 
information obtained on the same topics in English 

·  obtain and discuss political and economic information from 
newspapers, other print sources, and interactive CD-ROMs in 
the target language 

 
Strand 5:  Communities 
 
Learning Standard 8: 
Students will use languages other than English 
more intensely within and beyond the school 
setting.   
 
 

Students will realize and experience the advantages inherent in 
knowing other languages by: 
·  presenting information about language and culture to 

others  
·  peer tutoring  
·  sharing geographical information through international 
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exchange, e-mail, and participation in school and 
community projects  

·  identifying professions within the community that require 
proficiency in the target language  

·  celebrating community events related to the target 
language 

·  participating in club activities  
·  establishing and maintaining relationships with native 

speakers 
 

MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Title  Italian V / AP 
 
Department  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course Materials    
Textbook:  Tempi  Moderni 
Ancillary Materials: Films, video music, posters, maps, etc. 
Other materials: Music, documentaries and cinema (when appropriate and at the discretion of the teacher) 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
 
 
Course Description    
 
In this course, conducted entirely in Italian, a student will have the opportunity to use conversational skills with 
advanced proficiency, read with ease, and express him/herself in weekly written compositions. The literary 
selections represent the works of many periods with emphasis on the writings of the 20th Century. Integrated in 
the program will be cultural topics on art, history, and civilization, as well as outside reading and reports on 
relevant contemporary issues. Prerequisite: B- in Italian IV H or A- in Italian IV CP with teacher 
recommendation.  
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations  3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  express him/herself (in writing and speaking) in the Indicative, Conditional, Subjunctive and 
   Imperative moods. 
�  demonstrate practice of grammatical nuance in writing and speaking (object/ relative/possessive  
    demonstrative pronouns, etc).  
�  sustain a conversation on a wide range of  themes. 
�  read Italian literature with appropriate aids.  
�  research historical periods and personalities of the Italian-speaking world. 

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 
  read and interpret an authentic literary piece? 

argue universal themes such as to age, aesthetics, love and family, social beliefs? 
express points of view, feelings, uncertainty and possibilities? 
describe a hypothetical situation? 
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 defend a point of view? 
 recount current events? 
  

  
Course Objectives 

Communication 
�  Demonstrate comprehension of the target language involving a variety of topics 
�  Compose a well-developed essay on the following topics: 
       

o Stereotypes 
o Environmental issues and policies 
o Theater and cinema 
o The visual arts 
o Health Issues 
o Current political and social issues 
o Scientific advances 
o History 
o Belief systems 
 

�  Discuss and react to the topics listed above using the target language 
�  Elaborate on and summarize key ideas using the target language 
�  Using the target language, compose and present a persuasive argument 
�  Offer a counter opinion using the target language 
�  Listen to authentic materials (e.g., theatre/cinema/radio/television) with complete comprehension of theme  
�  Read and analyze topics in contemporary printed materials 
�  Read, understand, and interpret selected literature 
�  Read, understand, and interpret selected poetry 
�  Express personal beliefs using the target language 
�  Paraphrase and summarize a plot/background/storyline  
�  Write a critique of a story/play/literary work 
�  Compose a poem/fairy tale on a given theme using the target language 
 

Culture  
�  Recognize predominant and reoccurring themes in comparative literature such as: 

o the individual pursuit of happiness 
o unfulfilled love 
o perseverance of the human spirit 
o changing moralities in society 
 

Comparisons 
�  Compare native folktales, legends, and myths to similar American versions 
�  Analyze American literary themes in light of the cultural perspectives of 20th century writers of Latin-

America and Europe 
 

Connections 



9/15/2009 --   29 

�  Make connections and discuss, both orally and in writing, global current events 
�  Recognize the connection of foreign language studies to the major historical figures in fields of: 
o Literature: Shakespeare/ Dante/Cervantes/Moliere 
o History: Hitler/Mussolini/Franco 
o Math: Pythagoras   
o Science: Enrico Fermi/Einstein 
(continued) 

Communities 
�  Use the target language both inside and outside the school setting 
�  Actively participate in multicultural activities held outside the school: 

o trips 
o exhibits 
o competitions and assessments (e.g., National Exams, AP Exams, SAT II) 
o cultural and artistic programs 

�  Analyze and respond to current events as a reflection of community issues 
�  Listen to, read, and react to the lyrics of music in the target language  
 
Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading, and writing include: stereotypes, expressions of opinion and/or 
belief, debate, human awareness, government, the environment, the economy, the visual arts, theater, and the 
cinema. 

 
 

 
 

Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 
 
Suggested textbook coverage 
 I Quarter II Quarter III Quarter IV Quarter 
 
Readings 1,2,3,4,5 
Film: La vita è bella 

 
Readings 6,7,8,9,10 
Film: Il nuovo 
Cinema Paradiso 
 

 
Readings 11,12,13,14 
Film: La ciociara 

 
Readings 15,16 
Film: Johnny 
Stecchino 

QUARTER 

CONTENT/TOPIC  ASSESSMENTS  

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LA TORRE  
Structure 

�  Prepositions 
�  Present Indicative 

Themes 
�  Ghosts 
�  Reality 

Culture 
�  Salem and American History 

LA MAGA  
Structure 

�  Creative writing project: Write a mystery/scary 
story 
“Una sera di tempesta ho sentito....” o 
 “ Davanti al cancello di un castello 
abbandonato” 

�  Reading  
�  Vocabulary  
�  Listening activities: Raccontare la storia della 

ragazza e l’impermeabile.... 
�  Tests/quizzes 
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II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  Imperfect 
�  Present perfect 

Themes 
�  Marriage 

Culture 
�  Il Malocchio 

 
PANTOMIMA  
Structure 

�  Preterite (Passato Remoto) 
�  Reflexives 

Themes 
�  Parents/Children relationship 
�  Trust 
�  Daily habits 

Culture 
�  Italian families 

 
LE BUGIE BISOGNA DIRLE  
Structure 

�  Future 
Theme 

�  The elements of a healthy relationship 
Culture 

�  The home/Italian apartments 
�  Formalities: 
       Use of first/last names & titles 

 
UNA COME TANTE  
Structure 

�  Present Conditional 
�  Prepositions/Contractions 

Themes 
�  La donna ed il lavoro 
�  La donna ideale 

Culture 
�  Italian daily routine 

 
 
SAN MICHELE AVEVA QUATTRO ALI  
Structure 

�  Commands 
�  Past Conditional 

Themes 
�  Young women in today’s society 
�  The generation gap 
�  Looking at the political/social 

establishment 
Culture 

�  Creative writing project: Write a similar story 
using the imperfect tense 

�  Reading 
�  Vocabulary  
�  Listening activities 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
�  Creative writing project:  

Una mia routine 
La mia famiglia 

�  Reading 
�  Vocabulary  
�  Listening activities 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
�  Creative writing project 

Hai mai detto una bugìa che ti è rivenuta male? 
�  Reading 
�  Vocabulary  
�  Listening activities...Raccontare la storia della 

sigaretta in macchina 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
�  Creative writing project 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary word search 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Creative writing project 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary word search 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Scenes from “The little world of Don Camillo” 
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�  Politics in Italian life (the left and the 
right) 

�  Small town living 
 

 
ESAMI DI MATURITÀ  
Structure 

�  Verb sequencing 
�  Present Perfect/ Preterite 
�  Comparisons 

Themes 
�  Comparison of a “traditional” family 

with a “modern” family 
�  The changing values in today’s family 
�  The effect that childhood has on adult 

decisions 
�  Unreturned love 

Culture 
�  “La maturità”: high school exit exam 
�  Italian school system 
�  Teenage dating in Italy 
 

FRAGOLA E PANNA  
Structure 

�  Subjunctive 
Themes 

�  The elements of a good relationship 
�  Love and friendship 
�  Different values for different social 

classes 
Culture 

�  The Italian middle class 
�  The roles of women in today’s Italy 

 
LA VERITÀ  
Structure 

�  Pluperfect 
�  compound tenses 

Themes 
�  Jealousy and its consequences 
�  Making the wrong decision 
�  Honesty in relationships 

Culture 
�  Changing roles in Italian society 

 
L’IDEA DELLA DEA  
Structure 

�  Past conditional 
�  Verb sequencing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Creative writing project 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary word search 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Songs:  Sei la più bella del mondo 
                   Bella 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Creative writing project 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary word search 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Creative writing project 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary word search 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Creative writing project 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary word search 
�  Listening activities 
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      III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes 
�  Definition of success 
�  Pursuing one’s dreams 

Culture 
�  Italian cinema 

 
TEMPORALE E FULMINE  
Structure 

�  Imperfect VS Present Perfect 
Themes 

�  Reality VS appearance 
Culture 

�  XX Century Italian writers 
 
DOV’È PIÙ AZZURRO IL FIUME  
Structure 

�  Imperfect VS present perfect 
�  Different uses of past tenses 

Themes 
�  The environment 
�  Pollution 
�  Chemically altered foods 
�  Searching for a “pure” life 

Culture 
�  Italians and health 
�  Recycling in Italy 

 
I FIGLI DI BABBO NATALE  
Structure 

�  Presositions and contractions 
�  Verb sequencing 

Themes 
�  Childhood memories 
�  Holidays in a consumistic society 
�  Fairytales with a moral 

Culture 
�  Italian holidays 
�  Cristmas in Italy 

 
LA SPOSA BEAT 
Structure 

�  The passive voice 
�  The “literary” past 

Themes 
�  Non traditional/’modern”  living 
�  Parents/children relationship 

Culture 
�  An Italian wedding 

 

�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
 
�  Creative writing project 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary word search 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
�  Creative writing project 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary word search 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Creative writing project 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary word search 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
�  Song: O è Natale tutti i giorno o non è Natale 

mai 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Creative writing project 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary word search 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
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       IV 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

UN CASO DI COSCIENZA 
Structure 

�  Present Subjunctive 
�  Past Subjunctive 

Themes 
�  Betrayal 
�  Misunderstandings 

Culture 
�  The Italian sense of honor 
�  “Il cornuto” 

 
NON TUTTI I LADRI VENGONO PER 
NUOCERE: 
Structure 

�  Present Subjunctive 
�  Past Subjunctive 

Themes 
�  Humor 
�  Honesty 
�  Infidelity 
�  Mistaken identity 

Culture 
�  Commedy Italian Style (Totò) 

 
 
�  Creative writing project 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary word search 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 
 
 
 
 
�  Creative writing project 
�  Readings 
�  Vocabulary word search 
�  Listening activities 
�  Writing dialogues 
�  Tests/quizzes 
 

 
 
Major Evaluation Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary quizzes      

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National Italian 
Contest Exam 

     

Autobiography      

Movie review      

Debate on current 
events 

     

Where will I be 10 
years from now? 

     

Essay on a world 
event 

     

Mock AP tests 
 

     

Writing prompts 
from AP 

     

Recordings from AP      
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Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
 
Learning Standard 1: 
Students of modern languages will write and 
speak more extensively in a language other 
than English to express feelings and opinions 
as they narrate in the past, present, and future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  analyze a topic, share personal reactions, and persuade in 

the target language  
·  identify  main ideas and significant details in both media 

and literature  
·  initiate, sustain and conclude a conversation  
·  comprehend narration and make oral presentations in the 

target language 
·  write original works and critique others  
·  rephrase, summarize, and elaborate ideas, opinions, and 

emotions 
·  share personal reactions to authentic literary texts, such 

as plays, poems, and stories 
·  write reviews about a story, play, film, or other form of 

literature 
Advanced students will be able to conjecture and 
hypothesize. 
 

 
 
Strand 2:  Culture 
 
Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate an in-depth  
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
·  traditions 
·  perspectives 
·  practices 
·  products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
·  history 
·  literature 
·  visual and performing arts 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  interact appropriately in social and cultural activities 
·  identify artistic styles and cultural characteristics in literature, 

portraiture, murals, and music  
·  describe the contributions of historical and/or cultural figures 

from the target culture 
·  use technology, maps and globes to make a virtual trip 
·  identify,  place in chronological order, and describe the 

significance of important historical events in the target 
culture 

·  identify national leaders and detail how they shaped historical 
events 

 
 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 
Learning Standard 5 and 6: 
Students at this level will demonstrate an 

Students will be able to: 
·  demonstrate an awareness of idiomatic expressions in both 
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advanced sensitivity to cultural issues.  
This will help create an awareness of 
alternate views of other people and world 
issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

languages and how idioms work in general 
·  exchange opinions on issues that are of contemporary or 

historical interest 
·  analyze examples of how authors in the target culture view 

the role of the United States (for modern languages only) 
·  examine controversial issues in both the target culture and 

their own 
·  compare folktales from the target culture and the student’s 

own culture 
·  experience music, visual arts, dance and theatre from the 

target culture 
 

 
Strand 4: Connections 
 
Learning Standard 7: 
Despite the widespread use of English as 
an international language, there are still 
connections to knowledge of the past and 
present that are only available to the 
person who can read, interpret, and 
understand another language.   
 
Through the use of the target language, 
students will further their linguistic and 
conceptual connections with other 
disciplines.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Through the use of the target language, students of classical and 
modern languages will: 
·  review, critique, and experience visual, performing, and 

dramatic arts in the target culture  
·  place current world events in a historical perspective  
·  compare and contrast artistic movements  
·  explore thematic units that incorporate other disciplines such 

as history, art, and literature 
·  acquire knowledge about other disciplines from a variety of 

sources solely in the target language  
·  use technology to make connections between the target 

language and other disciplines 
·  employ a variety of sources to prepare reports on material 

intended for native speakers and compare these to 
information obtained on the same topics in English 

·  obtain and discuss political and economic information from 
newspapers, other print sources, and interactive CD-ROMs in 
the target language 

Strand 5:  Communities 
 
Learning Standard 8: 
Students will use languages other than English 
more intensely within and beyond the school 
setting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will realize and experience the advantages inherent in 
knowing other languages by: 
·  presenting information about language and culture to others  
·  peer tutoring  
·  sharing geographical information through international exchange, 

e-mail, and participation in school and community projects  
·  identifying professions within the community that require 

proficiency in the target language  
·  celebrating community events related to the target language 
·  participating in club activities  
·  establishing and maintaining relationships with native speakers 
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MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Title  German  I  
 
Department  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course  
Textbook: Direkt!, Auf Deutsch! 
Ancillary Materials: Unsere Freunde Test , Worksheet, Practice, Exercise booklets 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
 
 
Course Description    
 
At the end of I quarter, those students who are starting German with a strong background in foreign language, and 
are earning an A+ may apply to take German for honors credit.  Permission of the current instructor and the Chair 
of the Department of Foreign Languages is required. This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic 
Expectations 3, 5, 6 At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  pronounce German words.  
�  conjugate regular, present – tense verbs and some irregular verbs.  
�  introduce themselves and have a basic conversation.  
�  write structurally appropriate sentences in German 
�  recognize  German-speaking countries and know key geographical elements of these countries. 

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 
 How does learning about other cultures benefit us as individuals and our society as a whole? 
 Pronounce sounds in the target language that are different than English? 

Construct sentences using correct word order? 
 Use grammatical structure to express what I want and need to say? 
 Greet people and say goodbye? 
 Use courtesy words? 

Communicate in the present tense? 
 Ask for and answer information about the time and the calendar? 
 Give basic information about myself? 

  
Course Objectives 

Communication 
   Use the target language to: 

�  Give and receive personal biographical information 
�  Provide information about family and friends 
�  Express basic likes and dislikes 
�  Use vocabulary related to satisfying the basic human needs of hunger, thirst, and well-being 



9/15/2009 --   37 

�  Follow and give simple directions  
�  Use basic vocabulary related to the following topics: 

o school and classroom objects 
o weather and seasons 
o vacation choices and leisure activities 
o telling time 
o colors 
o clothing 
o foods and beverages 
o house 
o people  
o clothing  

�  Identify, use, and manipulate numbers 0-1,000 
�  Create simple dialogues in the target language 
�  Read simple sentences, instructions, and paragraphs in the target language 
�  Speak simple phrases and sentences in the target language 
�  Respond to simple questions in the target language 
�  Identify and use the structural elements of a sentence necessary to accomplish all of the above 

Culture  
�  Demonstrate knowledge of the geography of target countries by identifying:  

o major bodies of water 
o mountain chains 
o major cities 
o international landmarks 

�  Use appropriate gestures to accompany communication 
�  Practice and master basic courtesies and greetings in the target language 
�  Recognize major holidays and celebrations of another country 

Comparisons 
�  Be aware of cultural differences between other countries and the United States, appreciating the diversity of human 

behavior and/or lifestyle 
�  Identify similarities and differences between the target culture and the native culture in: 

o home life 
o family  
o daily routine of a teenager in another country  
o hobbies 

�   Compare the educational systems of one or more cultures with our own 

Connections 
�  Make comparisons between the target language and English (e.g., cognates/false-cognates/word-roots/suffixes/prefixes) 
�  Research and report on math, history, art, and music in the target culture 

Communities 
�  Experience an introduction to foreign films in the target culture 
�  Identify multicultural celebrations which typically take place in the Boston area and/or Massachusetts 
 
Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading and writing include: physical characteristics, family, friends, school, 
clothing, the city, hobbies, sports, weather, time, numbers, colors, nature, the calendar, food and beverages, daily routines, 
geographical terms, the house, and shopping. 

 
 

Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
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Suggested textbook coverage 
 I Quarter II Quarter III Quarter IV Quarter 
 

Chapters 1and 2 

 

Chapters 3,4 

 

Chapters 5,6 

 

Chapters 7,8,9 
 
 

 
QUARTER 

CONTENT/TOPIC  ASSESSMENTS  

 
I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Songs 
The alphabet 
Names 
Foods 
Map work-major cities  
Pronunciation  
Numbers, dates, time 
Greetings and goodbyes 
Short personal interview 
Verbs and verb forms 
How to make a question 
The colors 
The weather 
Buildings in the city 
Shopping 
Videos: new and old cultural material 
A personal project on any topic or aspect of 
the language or the country (art, 
politics,etc.) 
 
Rating things 
Adjectives 
Plurals, a select list 
How to use a German dictionary 
Writing a letter and addressing an envelope 
Going to a restaurant, ordering 
Prices and the euro 
Showing ownership 
Showing relationships with prepositions 
Making negatives with kein or nicht 
Fall and Christmas: 
  Culture and customs 
  Language 
  Music 
A personal project on any topic or aspect of 

 
Singing alond 
Oral recitation,quiz 
Spelling tests and pronunciation 
Drawing, test 
Quiz, test 
Quiz, test 
Performance,quiz 
Performance,test 
Quizzes, test 
Quiz 
Quiz 
Quiz 
Quiz, performance ,test 
Quiz, performance ,test 
Quizzes 
 
 
 
 
 
Quiz,test 
Quiz, test 
Quiz 
Research quiz 
 
Quiz, test 
 
Quiz, skit, test 
Quiz 
Quiz 
Quiz 
 
Quiz, test 
 
Art work, singing, quizzes 
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III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
 
IV 
 
 
 

 
 

the language or the country (art, politics, 
etc,) 
 
Sports and leisure activities 
The house 
Illnesses, health; expressions of feelings 
Making imperatives 
Body Parts 
Songs and music 
Clothing and  wearing 
Introduction to the pas t tense 
Film:  a study 
Karneval and spring activities 
Study of famous Germans 
A personal project on any topic or aspect of 
the language or the country (art, politics, 
etc.) 
 
 
Vacations and travel plans 
Activities while on vacation 
Travel etiquette 
Places to go for vacation 
Modes of transportation 
Staying in a hotel, a virtual reality trip 
Writing a diary while on vacation 
Music 
The German school 
A personal project on any topic or aspect of 
the language or the country (art, politics, 
etc.) 
 

 
 
 
Quiz, project, test 
Quiz, structural project, test 
Quiz, skit, test 
Quiz, test 
Quiz 
Quiz, fashion show, test 
Quizzes, test 
Quiz, test 
Quiz, activity for a grade, test 
Quiz 
Quiz 
 
 
 
 
 
Brochure for a grade, quiz, test 
Same 
Quiz 
Research grade 
Quiz, test 
Project 
Project 
Singing 
Quiz 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Major Evaluation Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary quizzes      

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National Italian 
Contest Exam 
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Family Tree Project      

Personal 
Information 
Interview 

     

Geography/Culture 
Project  

     

What can you tell us 
about your family? 
(Open response) 

     

What can you tell us 
about your 
classmate? 

     

Write report about 
geography/culture. 

     

      

 
 
 
 
 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
 

   Learning Standard 1: 
Students of modern languages will 
converse in a language other than English 
to: 
·  provide and obtain information 
·  express feelings and emotions 
·  exchange opinions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to perform simple communicative tasks 
using simple words and repeated patterns for a variety of tasks, 
such as (and not limited to): 
·  naming articles in the classroom 
·  listing their favorite foods 
·  identifying family members 
·  expressing likes and dislikes 
·  self-description 
·  describing weather 
·  using numbers, dates, and time 
·  using common phrases and expressions to complete simple 

tasks such as saying “good morning” and stating their 
name, age, and where they live 

·  reading and comprehending simple sentences and short 
paragraphs composed for instructional purposes at this 
level 

 
 
Strand 2:  Culture 
 

   Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate a basic 
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
5. traditions 
6. perspectives 
7. practices 

Students will be able to: 
·  identify countries where the target language is spoken 
·  identify geographical features, common landmarks, and 

parameters of these countries 
·  be familiar with different groups of people represented within 

the culture 
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8. products of each culture studied where 
the target language is spoken 

 
 
 
 
 
 

·  have knowledge of units of currency  
·  have knowledge of proper courtesies 
·  participate in age-appropriate activities such as games, songs, 

and celebrations 
·  compare/contrast simple patterns of behavior in various 

cultural settings 
·  demonstrate awareness of common gestures and expressions 
 

 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 

   Learning Standard 5: 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of language 
through comparison of the language 
studies and their own.  In classical 
language study, discussion and writing will 
be in English. 
 
 

   Learning Standard 6: 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the concept of culture 
through comparison of the target culture 
and their own.  In classical language study, 
discussion and writing will be in English. 
 
 
 

Students will be able to recognize: 
·  basic cognates/false cognates 
·  basic grammatical concepts:  gender and number, verb 

conjugation, fundamental sentence structure, formal/informal 
forms of address 

·  similarities and differences in sound and writing systems 
·  common idiomatic expressions 
·  phrases and idioms that do not translate directly 
·  borrowed and loaned words 
Students will be able to compare aspects of daily life, such as: 
·  general interests and pastimes 
·  daily routine 
·  work time and leisure activities 
·  clothing styles and fashion trends 
·  food 
·  holidays and other celebrations 
·  transportation 
·  tangible products, music, and simple texts 
 

Strand 4: Connections 
 

   Learning Standard 7: 
Students of modern and classical 
languages will use the target language to: 
·  reinforce and expand their knowledge 

of other disciplines 
·  acquire new information and 

knowledge.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will use the target language to reinforce and expand 
their knowledge of other disciplines, such as: 
·  literature 
·  English 
·  social studies 
·  science 
·  music 
·  art 
·  mathematics 
·  law (Latin only) 
·  biology (Latin only) 
·  medicine (Latin only) 
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Strand 5:  Communities 
 

   Learning Standard 8: 
Students will use languages other than English 
within and beyond the school setting.  
Students of classical languages will recognize 
elements of classical languages and ancient 
cultures in the world around them, and they 
will share insights derived from their study of 
classical languages with others within and 
beyond the classroom setting. 
 
 
 

Students will participate in activities such as: 
·  reading and writing e-mail or letters 
·  making and exchanging drawings or photographs and discussing 

them orally or in letters with students within the school 
community, in another city/town in Massachusetts, the United 
States, or another country 

·  interacting with native speakers 
·  awareness of expressing respect and community status 
 
 

 

MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Title  German II  
 
Department  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course Materials    
Textbooks:  Auf Deutsch! Text,Workbook,Overheads,C-D Roms,Audio Cassettes,Videos 
                 Deutsch Direkt! – Chapters 3-6;Text, Workbood,Audio Cassette 
Ancillary Materials: Films,Monthly German Newsreel 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 

 
Course Description    
 
This course focuses on increased proficiency in the basic skills acquired during the previous years in order to 
understand, speak, read, and write German with greater Accuracy.  Assignments and projects on the various 
aspects of German culture and contemporary life will be required in this course.  Prerequisite:  A- or better in 
German I or in Grade 8 German with teacher recommendation.  
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations  3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  express him/herself (in writing and speaking) in the present and past tenses  
�  maintain a short conversation on personal topics such as school, family and pastimes 
�  write a basic paragraph or short essay in German.  
�  read intermediate German text.  
�  relate fundamental differences between German-speaking countries and the USA. 

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 

recount what happened in the past? 
predict things that will happen in the future? 
express possession and negatives?  



9/15/2009 --   43 

discuss hobbies, daily activities and school subjects?  
describe the elements of a home? 
continue to distinguish common social 
 
  

Course Objectives 

Communication 
Use the target language to: 
�  Name subjects, equipment, activities, places and people related to the school setting 
�  Discuss extracurricular activities 
�  Discuss one’s daily routine (e.g., personal hygiene, before/after school activities) 
�  Identify musical instruments 
�  Discuss clothing in detail (e.g., colors/materials/sizes/patterns) 
�  Role-play shopping 
�  Role-play paying for a purchase 
�  Discuss and describe sports and sports equipment  
�  Name and describe family pets and animals 
�  Discuss leisure activities such as music, games, and hobbies 
�  Discuss family celebrations and holidays 
�  Name personal possessions 
�  Name home furnishings and appliances 
�  Recognize and identify places within a community  
�  Give and receive basic directions 
�  Express activities in the present and past tense 
�  Express activities in the future tense 
�  Recall one’s childhood and discuss it 
�  Identify and use the structural elements of a sentence necessary to accomplish all of the above 
 

Culture  
�  Identify major monuments in the target country 
�  Recognize major cultural figures from countries where the target language is spoken 
�  Recognize the basic history of the foreign country being studied 
 

Comparisons 
Compare and contrast: 
�  American teen daily life with the daily life in at least one other country 
�  American schools and the school system of the target country 
�  American vs. International celebrations   
 

Connections 
�  Be able to relate new vocabulary and grammatical structures to previously learned words and patterns 
�  Understand a foreign currency and its cultural and historic background 
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Communities 
�  Attend events that involve the use of the target language (e.g., movies, concerts) 
�  Identify businesses in the community that require proficiency in the target language 
 

Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading, and writing include: school subjects, the school system, 
extracurricular and daily activities, musical instruments, shopping, clothing and fashion, work, transportation, 
money and currency, historical figures, holidays and celebrations, the city and community, childhood memories, 
dining out, home furnishings and appliances, nature, professions, radio, television, and the cinema. 

 
 

Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 

Coverage– Chapters 7-15 
 
 

CONTENT/TOPIC  
Language Functions: 
 Vocabulary for Travel and Vacation, from Hotel to Camping 
 More on Leisure and Spa Offerings 
 Diary Writing 
 Buildings and their Parts 
 Talking in the Past Tense:  Perfect and Imperfect 
 Common Idioms and Flavor Words of Native Speech 
 Story Telling:  Fairy Tales and Mysteries 
 Talk about Cities,Countries and Landscapes 
 Prose,Dialogue and Poetry 

On the Scene:  Dialogues,Asking 
Directions,Maps,Purchasing,Ordering,Costs,           
Distances,Menus,Money,Phoning,Weights,Measurements,Street and 
Shop Signs 
Professions and Family 
At Home: House and Food 
Student Subjects,Schedules,Newspapers,Problems 
Invitation Giving and Accepting 
 

Grammatical Structures: 
 Plurals 
 One of an Item, Two of an Items, etc. 
 Adjective Endings 
 Dative,Accusative and their Role in Sentences 
 Time References 
 Word Order 
 Dative Verbs and Dative Prepositions 
 Genitive Case using von 
 
Culture: 
 Map and City Plans 
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 Ruegen,Hiddensee,Greetsiel as Specialties of North Germany 
 Artworks and Art Styles 
 The German Hanse and Pirates 
 Close Ups of Bremen and Hamburg 
 School System 
 Farm Life, Windmills and Work 
 Signs,Billboards,Realia 
 Beer Brewing and Tea Culture 
 Foods and Cooking 
 German Artist and Authors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Assessment Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary quizzes      

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National German 
Contest Exam 

     

Write a children’s 
book based on 
routine 

     

A time line of your 
life 

     

Let’s travel! Trip 
planning 

     

What is your daily 
routine? 

     

In your lifetime 
what event has 
affected you the 
most? 

     

What is the itinery 
of your upcoming 
trip? 

     

      

 
 
 
 
 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
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Strand 1: Communication 
 
Learning Standard 2: 
Students of modern languages will: 
·  converse in a language other than English with 

some fluency 
·  understand and interpret ideas and information 

written or spoken in a language other than 
English 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will seek and give information in the 
following ways: 
·  short, grammatically correct paragraphs 
·  more detailed sentence structure 
·  increased intricate patterns of word order 
·  original cartoons 
·  simple notes, lists, messages, letters, and 

postcards 
·  short poems 
·  organizational charts 
·  Venn diagrams and/or webs 
·  interpretation of simple visual and auditory 

prompts 
·  simple restatements 
·  brief idiomatic responses 

 
Strand 2:  Culture 
 
Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate an increased 
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
·  traditions 
·  perspectives 
·  practices 
·  products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  discuss gender-based roles 
·  use the map and geographical data to discuss or study 

climatic resources, identify landmarks, and topographical 
uniqueness 

·  write a short paragraph in which they identify similarities and 
differences in schedules, academic and everyday life, and 
after school activities in the target language 

·  identify historical and/or cultural figures within each culture 
studied and describe their contributions  

 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 
Learning Standard 5: 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of 
the nature of language through comparison 
of the language studies and their own.  In 
classical language study, discussion and 
writing will be in English. 
 
 
Learning Standard 6: 
Students will demonstrate a knowledge of 
the culture through comparison of the 
target culture and their own.  In classical 

Students will continue to: 
·  recognize cognates/false cognates   
·  identify less common idiomatic expressions 
·  work with borrowed and loaned words 
·  study the application of complex verb structure in detail 
·  develop a deeper understanding of their native language 

through the foreign language  
 
Students will be able to describe and discuss  aspects of daily 
life, such as: 
·  daily routine 
·  professions  
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language study, discussion and writing will 
be in English. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  clothing styles and fashion trends 
·  food 
·  holidays and other celebrations 
·  transportation 
 
Students will be able to discuss, at a higher level of proficiency, 
aspects of daily life, such as: 
·  national pastimes 
·  cultural traditions and celebrations 
·  sports 
·  the visual and performing arts in comparing cultural 

traditions and celebrations. 
 

 
Strand 4: Connections 
 
Learning Standard 7: 
Students of modern and classical 
languages will continue to use the target 
language to: 
·  reinforce and expand their knowledge 

of other disciplines 
·  acquire new information and 

knowledge.   
 
 

Students will use the target language to reinforce and expand 
their knowledge of other disciplines, such as: 
·  literature 
·  English 
·  social studies 
·  science 
·  music 
·  art 
·  mathematics 
 

 
 
Strand 5:  Communities 
 
Learning Standard 8: 
Students of modern languages will use 
languages other than English more intensely 
within and beyond the school setting.  
Students will share insights derived from this 
study with others outside the classroom 
setting and into the community. 
 
 

Students will participate in activities such as: 
·  reading and writing e-mail or letters 
·  making and exchanging drawings or photographs and discussing 

them orally or in letters with students within the school 
community, in another city/town in Massachusetts, the United 
States, or another country 

·  interacting with native speakers 
·  making and exchanging videotapes with other schools 
·  interviewing a native speaker, who is a member of the community 
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MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

Course Title  German III  
 
Department  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course Materials    
Textbooks: Auf Deutsch! Text,Workbook,Overheads,C-D Roms,Audio Cassettes,Vide 

       Deutsch Direkt! – Chapters 3-6;Text, Workbood,Audio Cassettes,Videos 
Ancillary Materials: Unsere Freunde Test , Worksheet, Practice, Exercise booklets 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
 
 
Course Description    
 
This course is conducted almost entirely in German with emphasis on oral communication and correct written 
expression.  Current issues, short stories, plays, and novels of increasing difficulty generate topics of conversation 
and discussion.  Outside projects will also be required in this program. Prerequisite: B- or better in German II H 
with teacher recommendation.  
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations  3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  express him/herself (in writing and speaking) in the present and past and future tenses  
�  get around a city/order at a restaurant/ in an office by asking and receiving information 
�  write a short essay in German.  
�  read authentic materials in  German..  
�  discuss a variety of cultural topics in German, with some preparation.  

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 

use vocabulary for city and surroundings? 
discuss health issues? 
plan a vacation? 

 use commands in both familiar and formal form? 
 express intention, preference or  polite request?  

 
  

Course Objectives 

Communication 
Use the target language to: 
�  Acquire goods, services and/or information in written or oral form 
�  Give and receive information about travel needs 
�  Discuss various means of transportation 
�  Order food and beverages 
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�  Talk about nationality and language  
�  Describe the personality as well as the physical characteristics of people 
�  Indicate quantities 
�  Express greetings for appropriate congratulatory occasions 
�  Write a simple note/letter/post card 
�  Make statements requiring the use of the present, past, future and conditional tense 
�  Keep a journal with entries of one or two paragraphs   
�  Give both familiar and polite commands  
�  Recognize and state common idiomatic expressions  
�  Express feelings in depth 
�  Create situational experiences on a given topic 
�  Identify and use the structural elements of a sentence necessary to accomplish all of the above 

 

Culture  
�  Recognize the political systems and geography of the target culture(s)  
�  Understand the governmental structure of at least one country  
�  Know a basic timeline history of the target country 
�  Identify and describe important figures in the target culture 

 

Comparisons 
�  Compare and contrast the government of the Untied States with the target country 
�  Read and understand a foreign newsprint article and be able to differentiate how a particular situation is 

interpreted by various people 
 

Connections 
�  Recognize the relationship between cultural practices and the history of a country 
�  Study immigration patterns from countries where the target language is spoken 
�  Identify important figures in American life who have ethnic backgrounds and have influenced American life 

 

Communities 
�  Understand the cultural/political/economic relationship between the target country and the USA 
�  Explain the impact of  people and events as they relate to the development of the United States 
�  View and interpret TV, movies, and performances from the target country in light of how they reflect 

community and culture 
 
Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading, and writing include: social relationships, stereotypes, the 
environment, travel, careers, history, geography, government, politics, emotions, quantity and distance, symbols, 
and signs. 

 

Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 

Coverage– Chapters 7-15 
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CONTENT/TOPIC  
Language Functions: 
 Vocabulary for Travel and Vacation, from Hotel to Camping 
 More on Leisure and Spa Offerings 
 Diary Writing 
 Buildings and their Parts 
 Talking in the Past Tense:  Perfect and Imperfect 
 Common Idioms and Flavor Words of Native Speech 
 Story Telling:  Fairy Tales and Mysteries 
 Talk about Cities,Countries and Landscapes 
 Prose,Dialogue and Poetry 

On the Scene:  Dialogues,Asking 
Directions,Maps,Purchasing,Ordering,Costs,           
Distances,Menus,Money,Phoning,Weights,Measurements,Street and 
Shop Signs 
Professions and Family 
At Home: House and Food 
Student Subjects,Schedules,Newspapers,Problems 
Invitation Giving and Accepting 
 

Grammatical Structures: 
 Plurals 
 One of an Item, Two of an Items, etc. 
 Adjective Endings 
 Dative,Accusative and their Role in Sentences 
 Time References 
 Word Order 
 Dative Verbs and Dative Prepositions 
 Genitive Case using von 
 
Culture: 
 Map and City Plans 
 Ruegen,Hiddensee,Greetsiel as Specialties of North Germany 
 Artworks and Art Styles 
 The German Hanse and Pirates 
 Close Ups of Bremen and Hamburg 
 School System 
 Farm Life, Windmills and Work 
 Signs,Billboards,Realia 
 Beer Brewing and Tea Culture 
 Foods and Cooking 
 German Artist and Authors 
 

 

Major Evaluation Strategies 
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Type of Assessment Name of Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary quizzes      

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National German 
Contest Exam 

     

Show and Tell of 
your favorite 
vacation 

     

A phone call to 
make plans 

     

Video of a cooking 
show 

     

How was your 
vacation? 

     

Script of a phone 
conversation. 

     

Write out a recipe      

 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
 
Learning Standard 3: 
Students of modern languages will begin to write 
and speak more extensively in a language other 
than English to present information, concepts, and 
ideas on a variety of topics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  suggest possible solutions to a problem 
·  read articles in a magazine, journal, or newspaper 

and understand main ideas 
·  comprehend narration in present, past, and future 
·  identify the characteristics of four major genres, at 

an introductory level:  non-fiction, fiction, drama, 
and poetry in the target literature 

·  develop competence in reading and interpreting 
literary texts, and understanding the theme, 
characters, and setting 

·  develop skills in multimedia comprehension 
·  summarize stories, plays, movies or other forms of 

literature in the target language 
·  access entertainment and informational sources that 

have traditionally been available only to native 
speakers 

·  demonstrate knowledge of more complex syntax 
Additional topics may include:  careers, health issues, 
future plans, school issues 

Strand 2:  Culture 
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Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate an increased 
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
·  traditions 
·  perspectives 
·  practices 
·  products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
·  history 
·  literature 
·  visual and performing arts 

Modern Languages 
Students will be able to: 
·  identify appropriate interactions in social and cultural 

activities, such as exchanges in a restaurant, at a bus stop, in 
a store, or in a classroom 

·  recognize distinctive aspects of the target culture presented in 
print literature, visual arts, films, and videos, and relate these 
to the cultural perspectives of the target culture 

·  be familiar with historical and/or cultural figures from the 
target culture and describe their contributions 

·  locate major geographic features of countries where the 
target language is used  

 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 
Learning Standard 5 and 6: 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of 
the nature of language through comparison 
of the language studied and their own.  
Students will develop insight into their 
own language and culture.  They will 
recognize that different languages use 
different patterns to communicate and will 
be able to apply this knowledge to their 
own language.  They will recognize that 
cultures use different patterns of 
interaction and will be able to apply this 
knowledge to their own culture. 
 

Modern and Classical Languages 
Students will be able to: 
·  describe the patterns of behavior of the target culture such as 

celebrations and compare/contrast them with those of their 
own culture 

·  have knowledge of various cultural beliefs and perspectives 
relating to family, school, and play in both the target culture 
and their own 

·  identify and discuss cultural characteristics of the target 
culture 

·  report on cultural traditions and celebrations and contrast 
these with their own 

 
 

 
Strand 4: Connections 
 
Learning Standard 7: 
Concepts presented in foreign language 
class are the basis of learning in other 
disciplines.  
 
Through the use of the target language, 
students will further their linguistic and 
conceptual connections with other 
disciplines.  
 
 
 

Through the use of the target language, students of classical and 
modern languages will: 
·  be exposed to and develop an insight into the visual, 

performing, and dramatic arts 
·  compare and contrast current world events in a historical 

perspective  
·  compare and contrast artistic movements  
·  explore thematic units that incorporate other disciplines such 

as history, art, and literature 
·  acquire knowledge about other disciplines from a variety of 

sources in the target language and in English 
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Strand 5:  Communities 
 
Learning Standard 8: 
Students will use languages other than English 
more intensely within and beyond the school 
setting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will realize and experience the advantages inherent in 
knowing other languages by: 
·  presenting information about language and culture to 

others  
·  peer tutoring  
·  sharing geographical information through international 

exchange, e-mail, and participation in school and 
community projects  

·  identifying professions within the community that require 
proficiency in the target language  

·  celebrating community events related to the target 
language 

·  participating in club activities  
·  establishing and maintaining relationships with native 

speakers 
 

MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Title  German IV 
 
Department  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course Materials     
Textbook: Auf Deutsch! Text,Workbook,Overheads,C-D Roms,Audio Cassettes,Videos 
Ancillary Materials: Unsere Freunde Test , Worksheet, Practice, Exercise booklets 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
 
Course Description    
 
This course is intensive and reinforces the skills acquired in the previous levels of study, with emphasis on oral 
and written expression.  Outside projects are required.  Discussion of current German issues provides an 
opportunity for increasing proficiency in comprehension and oral communication and furthering knowledge of the 
civilization and culture of the country. Prerequisite: B- in German III H or A-CP with teacher recommendation.  
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations  3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  express him/herself (in writing and speaking) in the Indicative, Conditional, Subjunctive and 
   Imperative moods. 
�  demonstrate practice of grammatical nuance in writing and speaking (object/ relative/possessive  
    demonstrative pronouns, etc).  
�  sustain a conversation on a wide range of  themes. 
�  read German literature with appropriate aids.  
�  research historical periods and personalities of the German-speaking world. 

 
 

Essential Questions 
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How do I... 
use vocabulary for city and surroundings? 
discuss health issues? 
plan a vacation? 

 use commands in both familiar and formal form? 
 express intention, preference or  polite request?  

 
  

Course Objectives 

Communication 
Use the target language to: 
�  Acquire goods, services and/or information in written or oral form 
�  Give and receive information about travel needs 
�  Discuss various means of transportation 
�  Order food and beverages 
�  Talk about nationality and language  
�  Describe the personality as well as the physical characteristics of people 
�  Indicate quantities 
�  Express greetings for appropriate congratulatory occasions 
�  Write a simple note/letter/post card 
�  Make statements requiring the use of the present, past, future and conditional tense 
�  Keep a journal with entries of one or two paragraphs   
�  Give both familiar and polite commands  
�  Recognize and state common idiomatic expressions  
�  Express feelings in depth 
�  Create situational experiences on a given topic 
�  Identify and use the structural elements of a sentence necessary to accomplish all of the above 

 

Culture  
�  Recognize the political systems and geography of the target culture(s)  
�  Understand the governmental structure of at least one country  
�  Know a basic timeline history of the target country 
�  Identify and describe important figures in the target culture 

 

Comparisons 
�  Compare and contrast the government of the Untied States with the target country 
�  Read and understand a foreign newsprint article and be able to differentiate how a particular situation is 

interpreted by various people 
 

Connections 
�  Recognize the relationship between cultural practices and the history of a country 
�  Study immigration patterns from countries where the target language is spoken 
�  Identify important figures in American life who have ethnic backgrounds and have influenced American life 
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Communities 
�  Understand the cultural/political/economic relationship between the target country and the USA 
�  Explain the impact of  people and events as they relate to the development of the United States 
�  View and interpret TV, movies, and performances from the target country in light of how they reflect 

community and culture 
 
Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading, and writing include: social relationships, stereotypes, the 
environment, travel, careers, history, geography, government, politics, emotions, quantity and distance, symbols, 
and signs. 

 

Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 

Coverage– Chapters 16-31 
 
 

CONTENT/TOPIC  
Language Functions: 
 Family Life,Weekends 
 Natural Foods 
 Careers,Job Transfers,Reactions 
 Creating an Imaginary Trip using Internet Touring 
 The Economy and Reunification 
 University Life, In and Outside of Classes 
 Making Plans for After University 
 Environmental Concerns and Actions 
 Poetry Analysis 
 Clubbing, the Right Clothes 
 Media Coverage 
 Selecting Art based on Quality;Art as Business 
 Evaluating Products 
 Modes of Transportation 
 Marriage,Work,Family 
 Fitness 
 The Au Pair Experience 
 National Perspectives and Lifestyles 
 Complete Novel Reading 
 A Foreign Student in Germany 
 The Youth of Germany 
 
Grammatical Structures: 
 Pointing Out Specific Persons 
 More on Adjective Endings;All Cases with Attributive Adjectives 
 Two-Way Prepositions;Da-and Wo- Compounds 
 The Future 
 Genitive Prepositions 
 Reflexive Verbs 
 Comparative and Superlative 
 Subjunctive I,Past and Present Tenses 
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 Relative Clauses 
 Passive Voice I and II 
 When-in all tenses 
 Infinitives with zu 
 Conjunctions 
Culture: 
 The Federal States 
 Festivals and Legends and Distant Events 
 German Authors and Poets and Artists 
 The History of Hamburg’s Carnival 
 Economy and Reconstruction 
 Berlin and the Former DDR 
 The Turkish Issue and View on Life and School in Germany 
 

 

Major Evaluation Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of 
Assessment Test Performance 

Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary 
quizzes 

     

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National German  
Contest Exam 

     

Write a Fable      

Art presentation      

Technology 
presentation 
about an 
historical period 

     

write your own 
fable 

     

Critique your 
favorite piece of 
art. 

     

Write the 
biography of an 
historical figure. 

     

      

 
 
 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
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Learning Standard 1: 
Students of modern languages will write and 
speak more extensively in a language other 
than English to express feelings and opinions 
as they narrate in the past, present, and future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  analyze a topic, share personal reactions, and persuade in 

the target language  
·  identify  main ideas and significant details in both media 

and literature  
·  initiate, sustain and conclude a conversation  
·  comprehend narration and make oral presentations in the 

target language 
·  write original works and critique others  
·  rephrase, summarize, and elaborate ideas, opinions, and 

emotions 
 
 
·  share personal reactions to authentic literary texts, such 

as plays, poems, and stories 
·  write reviews about a story, play, film, or other form of 

literature 
 
Advanced students will be able to conjecture and 
hypothesize. 
 
 

Strand 2:  Culture 
 
Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate an increased 
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
·  traditions 
·  perspectives 
·  practices 
·  products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
·  history 
·  literature 
·  visual and performing arts 

Students will be able to: 
·  identify appropriate interactions in social and cultural 

activities, such as exchanges in a restaurant, at a bus stop, in 
a store, or in a classroom 

·  recognize distinctive aspects of the target culture presented in 
print literature, visual arts, films, and videos, and relate these 
to the cultural perspectives of the target culture 

·  be familiar with historical and/or cultural figures from the 
target culture and describe their contributions 

·  locate major geographic features of countries where the target 
language is used  

 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 
Learning Standard 5 and 6: 
Students at this level will demonstrate an 
advanced sensitivity to cultural issues.  
This will help create an awareness of 
alternate views of other people and world 
issues. 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  demonstrate an awareness of idiomatic expressions in both 

languages and how idioms work in general 
·  exchange opinions on issues that are of contemporary or 

historical interest 
·  analyze examples of how authors in the target culture view 

the role of the United States (for modern languages only) 
·  examine controversial issues in both the target culture and 



9/15/2009 --   58 

their own 
·  compare folktales from the target culture and the student’s 

own culture 
·  experience music, visual arts, dance and theatre from the 

target culture 
 
 

 
Strand 4: Connections 
 
Learning Standard 7: 
Despite the widespread use of English as 
an international language, there are still 
connections to knowledge of the past and 
present that are only available to the 
person who can read, interpret, and 
understand another language.   
 
Through the use of the target language, 
students will further their linguistic and 
conceptual connections with other 
disciplines.  
 
 

Through the use of the target language, students of classical and 
modern languages will: 
 
·  review, critique, and experience visual, performing, and 

dramatic arts in the target culture  
·  place current world events in a historical perspective  
·  compare and contrast artistic movements  
·  explore thematic units that incorporate other disciplines such 

as history, art, and literature 
·  acquire knowledge about other disciplines from a variety of 

sources solely in the target language  
·  use technology to make connections between the target 

language and other disciplines 
·  employ a variety of sources to prepare reports on material 

intended for native speakers and compare these to 
information obtained on the same topics in English 

·  obtain and discuss political and economic information from 
newspapers, other print sources, and interactive CD-ROMs in 
the target language 

 
Strand 5:  Communities 
 
Learning Standard 8: 
Students will use languages other than English 
more intensely within and beyond the school 
setting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will realize and experience the advantages inherent in 
knowing other languages by: 
·  presenting information about language and culture to 

others  
·  peer tutoring  
·  sharing geographical information through international 

exchange, e-mail, and participation in school and 
community projects  

·  identifying professions within the community that require 
proficiency in the target language  

·  celebrating community events related to the target 
language 

·  participating in club activities  
·  establishing and maintaining relationships with native 

speakers 
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MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 
Course Title  German V/AP 
 
Department  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course Materials     
Textbooks: Auf Deutsch! Text,Workbook,Overheads,C-D Roms,Audio Cassettes,Videos 
Ancillary Materials: Unsere Freunde Test , Worksheet, Practice, Exercise booklets 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
 
Course Description    
 
Students will converse with ease, read freely, and express thoughts in written composition.  The course will 
emphasize the writings of the 20th century.  Cultural topics will be assigned on art, history, music, and the 
German way of life.  Outside projects are integrated into the program through use of interactive technology. 
Though this is not an AP course, qualified students, willing to prepare themselves outside of class, are encouraged 
to take the German Language AP Prerequisite: German IV with teacher recommendation.  
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations  3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  express him/herself (in writing and speaking) in the Indicative, Conditional, Subjunctive and 
   Imperative moods. 
�  demonstrate practice of grammatical nuance in writing and speaking (object/ relative/possessive  
    demonstrative pronouns, etc).  
�  sustain a conversation on a wide range of  themes. 
�  read German literature with appropriate aids.  
�  research historical periods and personalities of the German-speaking world. 

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 

use vocabulary for city and surroundings? 
discuss health issues? 
plan a vacation? 

 use commands in both familiar and formal form? 
 express intention, preference or  polite request?  

 
  

Course Objectives 

Communication 
Use the target language to: 
�  Acquire goods, services and/or information in written or oral form 
�  Give and receive information about travel needs 
�  Discuss various means of transportation 
�  Order food and beverages 
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�  Talk about nationality and language  
�  Describe the personality as well as the physical characteristics of people 
�  Indicate quantities 
�  Express greetings for appropriate congratulatory occasions 
�  Write a simple note/letter/post card 
�  Make statements requiring the use of the present, past, future and conditional tense 
�  Keep a journal with entries of one or two paragraphs   
�  Give both familiar and polite commands  
�  Recognize and state common idiomatic expressions  
�  Express feelings in depth 
�  Create situational experiences on a given topic 
�  Identify and use the structural elements of a sentence necessary to accomplish all of the above 

 

Culture  
�  Recognize the political systems and geography of the target culture(s)  
�  Understand the governmental structure of at least one country  
�  Know a basic timeline history of the target country 
�  Identify and describe important figures in the target culture 

 

Comparisons 
�  Compare and contrast the government of the Untied States with the target country 
�  Read and understand a foreign newsprint article and be able to differentiate how a particular situation is 

interpreted by various people 
 

Connections 
�  Recognize the relationship between cultural practices and the history of a country 
�  Study immigration patterns from countries where the target language is spoken 
�  Identify important figures in American life who have ethnic backgrounds and have influenced American life 

 

Communities 
�  Understand the cultural/political/economic relationship between the target country and the USA 
�  Explain the impact of  people and events as they relate to the development of the United States 
�  View and interpret TV, movies, and performances from the target country in light of how they reflect 

community and culture 
 
Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading, and writing include: social relationships, stereotypes, the 
environment, travel, careers, history, geography, government, politics, emotions, quantity and distance, symbols, 
and signs. 

 

Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 

Coverage– Chapters 16-31 
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CONTENT/TOPIC  
Language Functions: 
 Family Life,Weekends 
 Natural Foods 
 Careers,Job Transfers,Reactions 
 Creating an Imaginary Trip using Internet Touring 
 The Economy and Reunification 
 University Life, In and Outside of Classes 
 Making Plans for After University 
 Environmental Concerns and Actions 
 Poetry Analysis 
 Clubbing, the Right Clothes 
 Media Coverage 
 Selecting Art based on Quality;Art as Business 
 Evaluating Products 
 Modes of Transportation 
 Marriage,Work,Family 
 Fitness 
 The Au Pair Experience 
 National Perspectives and Lifestyles 
 Complete Novel Reading 
 A Foreign Student in Germany 
 The Youth of Germany 
 
Grammatical Structures: 
 Pointing Out Specific Persons 
 More on Adjective Endings;All Cases with Attributive Adjectives 
 Two-Way Prepositions;Da-and Wo- Compounds 
 The Future 
 Genitive Prepositions 
 Reflexive Verbs 
 Comparative and Superlative 
 Subjunctive I,Past and Present Tenses 
 Relative Clauses 
 Passive Voice I and II 
 When-in all tenses 
 Infinitives with zu 
 Conjunctions 
Culture: 
 The Federal States 
 Festivals and Legends and Distant Events 
 German Authors and Poets and Artists 
 The History of Hamburg’s Carnival 
 Economy and Reconstruction 
 Berlin and the Former DDR 
 The Turkish Issue and View on Life and School in Germany 
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Major Evaluation Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary quizzes      

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National German 
Contest Exam 

     

Autobiography      

Movie review      

Debate on current 
events 

     

Where will I be 10 
years from now? 

     

Essay on a world 
event 

     

Mock AP tests 
 

     

Writing prompts 
from AP 

     

Recordings from AP      

      

 
 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
 
Learning Standard 1: 
Students of modern languages will write and 
speak more extensively in a language other 
than English to express feelings and opinions 
as they narrate in the past, present, and future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  analyze a topic, share personal reactions, and persuade in 

the target language  
·  identify  main ideas and significant details in both media 

and literature  
·  initiate, sustain and conclude a conversation  
·  comprehend narration and make oral presentations in the 

target language 
·  write original works and critique others  
·  rephrase, summarize, and elaborate ideas, opinions, and 

emotions 
 
 
·  share personal reactions to authentic literary texts, such 

as plays, poems, and stories 
·  write reviews about a story, play, film, or other form of 

literature 
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Advanced students will be able to conjecture and 
hypothesize. 
 
 

Strand 2:  Culture 
 
Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate an increased 
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
·  traditions 
·  perspectives 
·  practices 
·  products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
·  history 
·  literature 
·  visual and performing arts 

Students will be able to: 
·  identify appropriate interactions in social and cultural 

activities, such as exchanges in a restaurant, at a bus stop, in 
a store, or in a classroom 

·  recognize distinctive aspects of the target culture presented in 
print literature, visual arts, films, and videos, and relate these 
to the cultural perspectives of the target culture 

·  be familiar with historical and/or cultural figures from the 
target culture and describe their contributions 

·  locate major geographic features of countries where the target 
language is used  

 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 
Learning Standard 5 and 6: 
Students at this level will demonstrate an 
advanced sensitivity to cultural issues.  
This will help create an awareness of 
alternate views of other people and world 
issues. 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  demonstrate an awareness of idiomatic expressions in both 

languages and how idioms work in general 
·  exchange opinions on issues that are of contemporary or 

historical interest 
·  analyze examples of how authors in the target culture view 

the role of the United States (for modern languages only) 
·  examine controversial issues in both the target culture and 

their own 
·  compare folktales from the target culture and the student’s 

own culture 
·  experience music, visual arts, dance and theatre from the 

target culture 
 
 

 
Strand 4: Connections 
 
Learning Standard 7: 
Despite the widespread use of English as 
an international language, there are still 
connections to knowledge of the past and 
present that are only available to the 
person who can read, interpret, and 
understand another language.   
 

Through the use of the target language, students of classical and 
modern languages will: 
 
·  review, critique, and experience visual, performing, and 

dramatic arts in the target culture  
·  place current world events in a historical perspective  
·  compare and contrast artistic movements  
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Through the use of the target language, 
students will further their linguistic and 
conceptual connections with other 
disciplines.  
 
 

·  explore thematic units that incorporate other disciplines such 
as history, art, and literature 

·  acquire knowledge about other disciplines from a variety of 
sources solely in the target language  

·  use technology to make connections between the target 
language and other disciplines 

·  employ a variety of sources to prepare reports on material 
intended for native speakers and compare these to 
information obtained on the same topics in English 

·  obtain and discuss political and economic information from 
newspapers, other print sources, and interactive CD-ROMs in 
the target language 

 
Strand 5:  Communities 
 
Learning Standard 8: 
Students will use languages other than English 
more intensely within and beyond the school 
setting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will realize and experience the advantages inherent in 
knowing other languages by: 
·  presenting information about language and culture to 

others  
·  peer tutoring  
·  sharing geographical information through international 

exchange, e-mail, and participation in school and 
community projects  

·  identifying professions within the community that require 
proficiency in the target language  

·  celebrating community events related to the target 
language 

·  participating in club activities  
·  establishing and maintaining relationships with native 

speakers 
 
 

MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Title:  French I  
 
Department: Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course  
Textbook: Bon Voyage!  Level 1   (Glencoe McGraw-Hill) 
Ancillary Materials:  
• Those which accompany the text series: Student Writing and Audio Activities Workbooks,  Audio  
    Program on cassette and CD-Rom,  Video Program, MindJogger Videoquiz Program,  Glencoe French  
�  Online,  Test and Quiz Booklets, Examview Pro Test Bank CD_Rom 
•  Additional ancillary materials: various videos, DVDs 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
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Course Description    
 
This is an introductory course designed for first year students who begin the study of French in High School and 
for students who studied French at the Middle School and would benefit from additional practice in the language. 
This course aims to develop basic proficiency in understanding, speaking, reading, and writing. The student will 
be introduced to the culture of France and other French speaking countries. 
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations   3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  pronounce French words.  
�  conjugate regular, present – tense verbs and some irregular verbs.  
�  introduce themselves and have a basic conversation.  
�  write structurally appropriate sentences in French 
�  recognize  French-speaking countries and know key geographical elements of these countries. 

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 
 How does learning about other cultures benefit us as individuals and our society as a whole? 
 Pronounce sounds in the target language that are different than English? 

Construct sentences using correct word order? 
 Use grammatical structure to express what I want and need to say? 
 Greet people and say goodbye? 
 Use courtesy words? 

Communicate in the present tense? 
 Ask for and answer information about the time and the calendar? 
 Give basic information about myself? 

  
Course Objectives 

Communication 
   Use the target language to: 

�  Give and receive personal biographical information 
�  Provide information about family and friends 
�  Express basic likes and dislikes 
�  Use vocabulary related to satisfying the basic human needs of hunger, thirst, and well-being 
�  Follow and give simple directions  
�  Use basic vocabulary related to the following topics: 

o school and classroom objects 
o weather and seasons 
o vacation choices and leisure activities 
o telling time 
o colors 
o clothing 
o foods and beverages 
o house 
o people  
o clothing  

�  Identify, use, and manipulate numbers 0-1,000 
�  Create simple dialogues in the target language 
�  Read simple sentences, instructions, and paragraphs in the target language 
�  Speak simple phrases and sentences in the target language 
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�  Respond to simple questions in the target language 
�  Identify and use the structural elements of a sentence necessary to accomplish all of the above 

Culture  
�  Demonstrate knowledge of the geography of target countries by identifying:  

o major bodies of water 
o mountain chains 
o major cities 
o international landmarks 

�  Use appropriate gestures to accompany communication 
�  Practice and master basic courtesies and greetings in the target language 
�  Recognize major holidays and celebrations of another country 

Comparisons 
�  Be aware of cultural differences between other countries and the United States, appreciating the diversity of human 

behavior and/or lifestyle 
�  Identify similarities and differences between the target culture and the native culture in: 

o home life 
o family  
o daily routine of a teenager in another country  
o hobbies 

�   Compare the educational systems of one or more cultures with our own 

Connections 
�  Make comparisons between the target language and English (e.g., cognates/false-cognates/word-roots/suffixes/prefixes) 
�  Research and report on math, history, art, and music in the target culture 

Communities 
�  Experience an introduction to foreign films in the target culture 
�  Identify multicultural celebrations which typically take place in the Boston area and/or Massachusetts 
 
Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading and writing include: physical characteristics, family, friends, school, 
clothing, the city, hobbies, sports, weather, time, numbers, colors, nature, the calendar, food and beverages, daily routines, 
geographical terms, the house, and shopping. 

 
 

Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 
 
Suggested textbook coverage 
 I Quarter II Quarter III Quarter IV Quarter 
Preliminary, 
Chapters 1, 2, 3 

Chapters 4, 5,6 Chapters 7, 8 Chapters 9 and 
selections from 
Chapters 10 & 11 
 

 

         1 Vocabulary 
  • Greeting/ saying goodbye 
  • Asking how someone is  feeling 

 
• Word identification  quizzes 
• Oral assessment using  vocabulary presented 

QUARTER 

CONTENT/TOPIC  ASSESSMENTS  
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  • Asking/ giving name 
  • Basic courtesy words 
  • Days, months, dates 
  • Numbers 1-30 
  • Ask and give time 
 
Grammar/ structure 
  • Alphabet in French 
  

Culture - Cultural readings  
 Selections on: 
  • Where is French spoken in the world? 
  • Typical French gestures  involved in  
     greeting and saying goodbye 
  • French calendar 
 
Vocabulary 
  • Basic descriptive adjectives 
  • Nationalities 
  • Some basic nouns – ami, soeur, frère,    
    college, école, lycée  
  • Qui, d’où 
  • Basic adverbs – très, assez, vraiment 
  • Numbers 30 – 60 
 

Grammar/ structure 
  • Definite/ indefinite articles, singular 
forms  
     only 
  • Concept of gender for nouns, adjectives 
  • Concepts of élision and  liaison 
  • Agreement of adjectives 
  • Subject pronouns  je,  tu, il, elle 
  • Use of il, elle to replace  objects 
  • ETRE, irregular verb, present tense,  
     singular forms 
  • Ne…pas to negate a verb 
  • Use of de to show possession 
  • Importance of recognizing cognates 
 

Culture - Cultural readings  
 Selections on: 

  • Students from Paris, Martinique, Ivory  

     Coast, Tunisia 

     ex: spell name, give phone #, birthdate, time in 
French 
• Short, simple question and answer in pairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Word identification  quizzes 
• Vocabulary fill in 
• Oral comprehension 
• Verb assessment 
• Oral presentation using selection of  vocabulary from  
   chapter 
• Short dialogues 
• Chapter test, including oral section  
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  • H. de Toulouse-Lautrec, artist 
  • Geography of France 
 
 

Vocabulary 
  • People and school 
  • More descriptive adjectives 
  • School subjects 
  • Numbers 70 - 100 
 

Grammar/ structure 
  • Comment est/ sont ...? 
  • Definite/ indefinite articles, plural forms 
  • Agreement of adjectives, plural forms 
  • ETRE, plural forms 
  • Subject pronouns nous,  vous, ils, elles 
  • Tu / vous 
   

Culture - Cultural readings  
    Selections on: 
 • Basic geography of France  and  
    surrounding countries 
 • French culture in the USA –Haitians,  
   Canadians,  Cajuns 
 • French school schedule 
 

Vocabulary 
  • School and daily routine 
  • School supplies 
  • Numbers 100 – 1,000 
 

Grammar/ structure 
  • -ER verbs, present 
  • Complementary infinitive with aimer,  
    adorer, detester (+/-) 
  • On as a subject pronoun 
  • Negatives with indefinite articles, use of  
     de 

Culture - Cultural readings  
    Selections on: 
 • Basic geography of France  and  
    surrounding countries 

 
 
 
 
• Word identification quizzes 
• Grammar quizzes 
• Oral presentation 
• Small dialogues 
• Chapter test, including oral section  
Verb assessment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Word identification quizzes 
• Verb assessment  
• Grammar quizzes 
• Oral presentation 
• Small dialogues 
• Chapter test,  including oral section 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Word identification  quizzes 
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 • A typical day of a French teen 
 • French rap music 
 • Computer/ technology in  France 
 

Vocabulary 
  • Family members and   relationships 
  • Rooms in and vocabulary relating to a  
    housee, parts of a building 
 

Grammar/ structure 
  • Verb AVOIR, present 
  • Possessive adjectives 
  • Irregular adjectives beau, nouveau, vieux 
 

Culture - Cultural readings  
    Selections on: 
  • Housing in France 
  • Brief view of Louis XVI 
  • The royal family and art of  period of  
     French Revolution 

• Verb assessment  
• Grammar quizzes 
• Oral presentation 
• Small dialogues 
• Project on family tree 
• Chapter test, including oral section 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Major Evaluation Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary quizzes      

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National French 
Contest Exam 

     

Family Tree Project      

Personal 
Information 
Interview 

     

Geography/Culture 
Project  

     

What can you tell us 
about your family? 
(Open response) 

     

What can you tell us      
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about your 
classmate? 
Write report about 
geography/culture. 

     

      

 
 
 
 
 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
 

   Learning Standard 1: 
Students of modern languages will 
converse in a language other than English 
to: 
·  provide and obtain information 
·  express feelings and emotions 
·  exchange opinions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to perform simple communicative tasks 
using simple words and repeated patterns for a variety of tasks, 
such as (and not limited to): 
·  naming articles in the classroom 
·  listing their favorite foods 
·  identifying family members 
·  expressing likes and dislikes 
·  self-description 
·  describing weather 
·  using numbers, dates, and time 
·  using common phrases and expressions to complete simple 

tasks such as saying “good morning” and stating their 
name, age, and where they live 

·  reading and comprehending simple sentences and short 
paragraphs composed for instructional purposes at this 
level 

 
 
Strand 2:  Culture 
 

   Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate a basic 
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
9. traditions 
10. perspectives 
11. practices 
12. products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  identify countries where the target language is spoken 
·  identify geographical features, common landmarks, and 

parameters of these countries 
·  be familiar with different groups of people represented within 

the culture 
·  have knowledge of units of currency  
·  have knowledge of proper courtesies 
·  participate in age-appropriate activities such as games, songs, 

and celebrations 
·  compare/contrast simple patterns of behavior in various 

cultural settings 
·  demonstrate awareness of common gestures and expressions 
 



9/15/2009 --   71 

 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 

   Learning Standard 5: 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the nature of language 
through comparison of the language 
studies and their own.  In classical 
language study, discussion and writing will 
be in English. 
 
 

   Learning Standard 6: 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the concept of culture 
through comparison of the target culture 
and their own.  In classical language study, 
discussion and writing will be in English. 
 
 
 

Students will be able to recognize: 
·  basic cognates/false cognates 
·  basic grammatical concepts:  gender and number, verb 

conjugation, fundamental sentence structure, formal/informal 
forms of address 

·  similarities and differences in sound and writing systems 
·  common idiomatic expressions 
·  phrases and idioms that do not translate directly 
·  borrowed and loaned words 
Students will be able to compare aspects of daily life, such as: 
·  general interests and pastimes 
·  daily routine 
·  work time and leisure activities 
·  clothing styles and fashion trends 
·  food 
·  holidays and other celebrations 
·  transportation 
·  tangible products, music, and simple texts 
 

Strand 4: Connections 
 

   Learning Standard 7: 
Students of modern and classical 
languages will use the target language to: 
·  reinforce and expand their knowledge 

of other disciplines 
·  acquire new information and 

knowledge.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will use the target language to reinforce and expand 
their knowledge of other disciplines, such as: 
·  literature 
·  English 
·  social studies 
·  science 
·  music 
·  art 
·  mathematics 
·  law (Latin only) 
·  biology (Latin only) 
·  medicine (Latin only) 
 

 
Strand 5:  Communities 
 

   Learning Standard 8: 
Students will use languages other than English 
within and beyond the school setting.  
Students of classical languages will recognize 
elements of classical languages and ancient 
cultures in the world around them, and they 
will share insights derived from their study of 

Students will participate in activities such as: 
·  reading and writing e-mail or letters 
·  making and exchanging drawings or photographs and discussing 

them orally or in letters with students within the school 
community, in another city/town in Massachusetts, the United 
States, or another country 

·  interacting with native speakers 
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classical languages with others within and 
beyond the classroom setting. 
 
 
 

·  awareness of expressing respect and community status 
 
 

 

MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Title: French II  
 
Department: Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course Materials     
Textbook: Bon Voyage 2 (Glencoe) 
Ancillary Materials:  Bon Voyage 2 workbook; Audio Program; Quiz & Test Program (w/ listening);  

Mindjogger & Chapter videos;  
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 

 activities; special projects) 
 
 
 
Course Description    
 
Students will acquire increased proficiency in listening comprehension, and in speaking, and will further the 
development of skills in reading, writing, and cultural understanding. Writing assignments, reading activities, and 
projects are included in the program. Prerequisite:  C- or better in French I CP or Grade 8 French with  
teacher’s recommendation. 
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations 3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  express him/herself (in writing and speaking) in the present and past tenses  
�  maintain a short conversation on personal topics such as school, family and pastimes 
�  write a basic paragraph or short essay in French.  
�  read intermediate French text.  
�  relate fundamental differences between French-speaking countries and the USA. 

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 

recount what happened in the past? 
predict things that will happen in the future? 
express possession and negatives?  
discuss hobbies, daily activities and school subjects?  
describe the elements of a home? 
continue to distinguish common social 
 
  

Course Objectives 
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Communication 
Use the target language to: 
�  Name subjects, equipment, activities, places and people related to the school setting 
�  Discuss extracurricular activities 
�  Discuss one’s daily routine (e.g., personal hygiene, before/after school activities) 
�  Identify musical instruments 
�  Discuss clothing in detail (e.g., colors/materials/sizes/patterns) 
�  Role-play shopping 
�  Role-play paying for a purchase 
�  Discuss and describe sports and sports equipment  
�  Name and describe family pets and animals 
�  Discuss leisure activities such as music, games, and hobbies 
�  Discuss family celebrations and holidays 
�  Name personal possessions 
�  Name home furnishings and appliances 
�  Recognize and identify places within a community  
�  Give and receive basic directions 
�  Express activities in the present and past tense 
�  Express activities in the future tense 
�  Recall one’s childhood and discuss it 
�  Identify and use the structural elements of a sentence necessary to accomplish all of the above 
 

Culture  
�  Identify major monuments in the target country 
�  Recognize major cultural figures from countries where the target language is spoken 
�  Recognize the basic history of the foreign country being studied 
 

Comparisons 
Compare and contrast: 
�  American teen daily life with the daily life in at least one other country 
�  American schools and the school system of the target country 
�  American vs. International celebrations   
 

Connections 
�  Be able to relate new vocabulary and grammatical structures to previously learned words and patterns 
�  Understand a foreign currency and its cultural and historic background 
 

Communities 
�  Attend events that involve the use of the target language (e.g., movies, concerts) 
�  Identify businesses in the community that require proficiency in the target language 
 

Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading, and writing include: school subjects, the school system, 
extracurricular and daily activities, musical instruments, shopping, clothing and fashion, work, transportation, 
money and currency, historical figures, holidays and celebrations, the city and community, childhood memories, 
dining out, home furnishings and appliances, nature, professions, radio, television, and the cinema. 
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Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 

Révision A-F Chapitre 1-2 Chapitre 3-4 Chapitre 5-6      
*some or all of last chapter will be 
repeated the following year 
 

 
 

QUART
ER 

CONTENT/TOPIC  ASSESSMENTS  

I (Most of the following is review ; see French 7/8 & 
French 1 outlines for more information) 
·  Present tense & definitions of regular –er,  
      -ir, and –re verbs; review verbs w/ accent, spelling 
changes as needed throughout the year (nager, 
acheter, espérer) 
·  Present tense & definitions of irregular verbs : être, 

avoir, faire, aller, pouvoir, vouloir, sortir, 
partir,dormir 

·  ##Also :  dire, écrire, mettre (permettre), prendre 
(comprendre, apprendre), croire, voir, boire, 
devoir, lire, recevoir, vouloir ; venir (revenir, 
devenir) 

·  ##Gender, number, and placement of nouns and 
adjectives    

·  Contractions (ex :  à + le=au) 
·  ##Definite vs. indefinite article 
·  Partitive article 
·  ##Demonstrative adjectives 
·  ##Possessive pronouns 
·  Passé composé : review verb formation, definitions 

& meaning of examples using new verb tense ; 
keywords (ex :  le week-end passé, hier) 

--regular & irregular verbs using avoir  
--regular & irregular verbs using être 
 
Vocabulary review (note :  most of this is not explicitly 
presented in the textbook):   
--numbers 1-1000 
--alphabet 
--expressing the date and time in French 
--weather (Il fait beau, Il fait du soleil) 
--months, seasons 
--school subjects  
--nationalities 
--names of common places (ex :  school, restaurant) 
--rooms of the house 
--##basic adjectives (ex :  colors, nice/mean, tall/short) 
--family members 
--basic food items & categories 

·  End-of-chapter vocabulary & grammar 
quizzes 

·  Paired conversations 
·  Verb conjugation exercises (writing, 

games) 
·  Sentence writing with current and 

previous grammar and vocabulary 
(ability to use both in context) 
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--basic train/air travel vocabulary 
--basic sports vocabulary 
--##sports vocabulary :  sports played at our high 
school 
·  Reflexive verbs:  definitions; present tense & passé 

composé 
QUART
ER CONTENT/TOPIC  ASSESSMENTS  

 

II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grammar/Structure 
·  savoir v. connaître:  definitions, present tense 

& ##passé composé formation; uses 
·  object pronouns:  direct v. indirect; placement 

in sentence; uses 
·  souffrir & ouvrir: definitions, present tense & 

##passé composé formation; uses 
·  Commands (the imperative):  affirmative & 

negative 
·  the pronoun en:  meaning, usage, placement 
 

Vocabulary 
·  cinema (types of movies), theater, museums 
·  parts of the body 
·  describing 

sickness/ailments/medicine/treatments (I’m 
sick, I have a sore throat) 

 

Culture 
·  names of the major museums in Paris, Opéra 

Garnier, and Comédie Française; basic facts 
about each 

·  French v. American medical care (basic facts) 
 

 

·  Grammar and vocabulary quizzes 
·  Comprehensive tests, evaluating 

listening, reading, 
grammar/vocabulary, culture, and 
writing 

·  Paired conversations 
·  Structured grammar exercises (writing, 

games) 
·  Sentence writing with current and 

previous grammar and vocabulary 
(ability to use both in context) 

·  Short paragraph writing (approx. 10 
sentences) 

·  Short oral presentations/speaking 
evaluations 

·  MIDYEAR EXAM:  will evaluate 4 
skills (listening, reading, writing, 
speaking) and grammar/vocabulary/ 
culture knowledge 

 
III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grammar/Structure 
·  Imperfect tense (L’imparfait):  formation, uses, 

meaning; keywords used in sentences with the 
imparfait (ex:  toujours, souvent) 

·  Imparfait v. Passé composé: meanings, usage; 
passé composé keywords (ex: soudain, l’été 
dernier, hier, ensuite) 

·  -yer verbs in the present tense 
·  Geographical prepositions 
 

Vocabulary 

 
·  Grammar and vocabulary quizzes 
·  Comprehensive tests, evaluating 

listening, reading, 
grammar/vocabulary, culture, and 
writing 

·  Paired conversations 
·  Structured grammar exercises (writing, 

games) 
·  Sentence writing with current and 

previous grammar and vocabulary 
(ability to use both in context) 

·  Short paragraph writing (approx. 10-15 
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·  computer/technology/talking on the phone 
·  train and air travel 
 

Culture 
·  The télécarte; talking on the phone in France; 

##the Minitel; use of the Internet; how to make 
a phone call to and from France 

·  Train travel; the TGV 
 

sentences) 
·  Individual project on an assigned 

monument:  written and oral 
presentation (both in English) 

·  Short oral presentations/speaking 
evaluations  

·  Vocabulary quizzes on words from 
Filmarobics movie 

IV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grammar/Structure 
·  qui & que—uses & meaning 
·  past participle agreement w/ preceding direct 

object 
·  reciprocal actions in all tenses learned thus far 

(ex:  Ils se parlent; Ils se sont parlé) 
·  ##Negative expressions:  ne…pas, ne…plus, 

ne…jamais, ne…personne, ne…rien 
·  Using Personne ne/n’ and Rien ne/n’… as 

subject of sentence 
·  Future tense (regular verbs & 4 irregular verbs) 
·  Faire + infinitive 
·  VERB TENSE OVERVIEW:  review tenses 

learned; introduce the conditional tense, to be 
learned formally next year 

Vocabulary 
·  banking/money 
·  going to the post office 
·  food & preparing recipes 

Culture 
·  French currency (Euro) & money issues 
·  Addressing an envelope & using the post 

office 
·  The typical French meal; regional foods 

 

·  Grammar and vocabulary quizzes 
·  Comprehensive tests, evaluating 

listening, reading, 
grammar/vocabulary, culture, and 
writing 

·  Paired conversations 
·  Structured grammar exercises (writing, 

games) 
·  Sentence writing with current and 

previous grammar and vocabulary 
(ability to use both in context) 

·  Multi-paragraph writing (1-2 
paragraphs of 6-10 sentences each) 

·  Second project on Paris Monuments (if 
time allows) 

·  Vocabulary quizzes on words from 
Filmarobics movie 

 
FINAL EXAM:  will evaluate 4 skills 
(listening, reading, writing, speaking) and 
grammar/vocabulary/ 
culture knowledge 

 
Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary quizzes      

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      
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Final Exam      

National French 
Contest Exam 

     

Write a children’s 
book based on 
routine 

     

A time line of your 
life 

     

Let’s travel! Trip 
planning 

     

What is your daily 
routine? 

     

In your lifetime 
what event has 
affected you the 
most? 

     

What is the itinery 
of your upcoming 
trip? 

     

      

 
 
 
 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
 
Learning Standard 2: 
Students of modern languages will: 
·  converse in a language other than English with 

some fluency 
·  understand and interpret ideas and information 

written or spoken in a language other than 
English 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will seek and give information in the 
following ways: 
·  short, grammatically correct paragraphs 
·  more detailed sentence structure 
·  increased intricate patterns of word order 
·  original cartoons 
·  simple notes, lists, messages, letters, and 

postcards 
·  short poems 
·  organizational charts 
·  Venn diagrams and/or webs 
·  interpretation of simple visual and auditory 

prompts 
·  simple restatements 
·  brief idiomatic responses 

 
Strand 2:  Culture 
 
Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate an increased 

Students will be able to: 
·  discuss gender-based roles 
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understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
·  traditions 
·  perspectives 
·  practices 
·  products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
 

·  use the map and geographical data to discuss or study 
climatic resources, identify landmarks, and topographical 
uniqueness 

·  write a short paragraph in which they identify similarities and 
differences in schedules, academic and everyday life, and 
after school activities in the target language 

·  identify historical and/or cultural figures within each culture 
studied and describe their contributions  

 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 
Learning Standard 5: 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of 
the nature of language through comparison 
of the language studies and their own.  In 
classical language study, discussion and 
writing will be in English. 
 
 
Learning Standard 6: 
Students will demonstrate a knowledge of 
the culture through comparison of the 
target culture and their own.  In classical 
language study, discussion and writing will 
be in English. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will continue to: 
·  recognize cognates/false cognates   
·  identify less common idiomatic expressions 
·  work with borrowed and loaned words 
·  study the application of complex verb structure in detail 
·  develop a deeper understanding of their native language 

through the foreign language  
 
Students will be able to describe and discuss  aspects of daily 
life, such as: 
·  daily routine 
·  professions  
·  clothing styles and fashion trends 
·  food 
·  holidays and other celebrations 
·  transportation 
 
Students will be able to discuss, at a higher level of proficiency, 
aspects of daily life, such as: 
·  national pastimes 
·  cultural traditions and celebrations 
·  sports 
·  the visual and performing arts in comparing cultural 

traditions and celebrations. 
 

 
Strand 4: Connections 
 
Learning Standard 7: 
Students of modern and classical 
languages will continue to use the target 
language to: 
·  reinforce and expand their knowledge 

of other disciplines 
·  acquire new information and 

Students will use the target language to reinforce and expand 
their knowledge of other disciplines, such as: 
·  literature 
·  English 
·  social studies 
·  science 
·  music 
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knowledge.   
 
 

·  art 
·  mathematics 
 

 
 
Strand 5:  Communities 
 
Learning Standard 8: 
Students of modern languages will use 
languages other than English more intensely 
within and beyond the school setting.  
Students will share insights derived from this 
study with others outside the classroom 
setting and into the community. 
 
 

Students will participate in activities such as: 
·  reading and writing e-mail or letters 
·  making and exchanging drawings or photographs and discussing 

them orally or in letters with students within the school 
community, in another city/town in Massachusetts, the United 
States, or another country 

·  interacting with native speakers 
·  making and exchanging videotapes with other schools 
·  interviewing a native speaker, who is a member of the community 
 

 

MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Title  French III  
 
Department  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course Materials     
Textbooks: Bon voyage 3 

       French Two Years (mainly for 3 Honors students) 
     *Bon voyage 2 (teacher may find it helpful to use activities from the second half of the book to  
       supplement) 

 
Ancillary Materials: Bon voyage 3 workbook; Audio Program; Quiz & Test Program (w/ listening); Chapter 
video 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
  
Supplementary Readings: 
Le Petit Nicolas:      
(stories found in bookroom,    
or teacher can select stories from  
another source) 
 
 

Course Description    
 
This course focuses on increased proficiency in the skills acquired during the previous years in order to 
understand, speak, read and write French with greater accuracy. Supplementary readings and writing assignments 
of increasing difficulty are included in this course. Projects in French, related to grammatical and cultural topics, 
will be required. The course will be conducted primarily in the target language. Prerequisite: B- or better in 
French II H with teacher’s recommendation. 
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations 3, 5, 6 

·  Honors—complete 5-7 stories throughout year 
(or, can do as a unit) 

·   College Prep—complete 2-4 stories 
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At the end of the year students will be able to… 
�  express him/herself (in writing and speaking) in the present and past and future tenses  
�  get around a city/order at a restaurant/ in an office by asking and receiving information 
�  write a short essay in French.  
�  read authentic materials in  French..  
�  discuss a variety of cultural topics in French, with some preparation.  

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 

use vocabulary for city and surroundings? 
discuss health issues? 
plan a vacation? 

 use commands in both familiar and formal form? 
 express intention, preference or  polite request?  

 
  

Course Objectives 

Communication 
Use the target language to: 
�  Acquire goods, services and/or information in written or oral form 
�  Give and receive information about travel needs 
�  Discuss various means of transportation 
�  Order food and beverages 
�  Talk about nationality and language  
�  Describe the personality as well as the physical characteristics of people 
�  Indicate quantities 
�  Express greetings for appropriate congratulatory occasions 
�  Write a simple note/letter/post card 
�  Make statements requiring the use of the present, past, future and conditional tense 
�  Keep a journal with entries of one or two paragraphs   
�  Give both familiar and polite commands  
�  Recognize and state common idiomatic expressions  
�  Express feelings in depth 
�  Create situational experiences on a given topic 
�  Identify and use the structural elements of a sentence necessary to accomplish all of the above 

 

Culture  
�  Recognize the political systems and geography of the target culture(s)  
�  Understand the governmental structure of at least one country  
�  Know a basic timeline history of the target country 
�  Identify and describe important figures in the target culture 

 

Comparisons 
�  Compare and contrast the government of the Untied States with the target country 
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�  Read and understand a foreign newsprint article and be able to differentiate how a particular situation is 
interpreted by various people 
 

Connections 
�  Recognize the relationship between cultural practices and the history of a country 
�  Study immigration patterns from countries where the target language is spoken 
�  Identify important figures in American life who have ethnic backgrounds and have influenced American life 

 

Communities 
�  Understand the cultural/political/economic relationship between the target country and the USA 
�  Explain the impact of  people and events as they relate to the development of the United States 
�  View and interpret TV, movies, and performances from the target country in light of how they reflect 

community and culture 
 
Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading, and writing include: social relationships, stereotypes, the 
environment, travel, careers, history, geography, government, politics, emotions, quantity and distance, symbols, 
and signs. 

 

Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 
I Quarter II Quarter III Quarter IV Quarter 
Ch. 4 
Ch. 1 
 

Ch. 1 
Ch. 2 

Finish Ch. 2 if needed 
Ch. 3 
Ch. 5 

Ch. 5 
Ch. 6 
 

 
 
QUARTER CONTENT/TOPIC ASSESSMENTS 
I & II 1)  Beginning of year review  

(1-2 weeks):   
a) Activities to review tenses 
learned/reviewed in French 1 & 2 
*présent, futur proche, impératif, passé 
composé, imparfait, futur, conditionnel ; 
reflexive & reciprocal verbs 
(note :  CP may not get to futur and/or 
conditionnel) 

 

b) Activities to review some vocabulary from 
French 1; French 2 (BV 2, Révision-Ch. 7) 
(note:  some classes may only get as far as Ch. 5 
or 6) 
 
2) Ch. 4 
(3-4 weeks) 
Vocabulary 

·  Theme:  le pays 
·  Refer to supplementary list for teaching 

purposes 
·  Conversational vocabulary 

(Conversation)—teach students how to 
use this vocabulary; role plays 

·  Grammar and vocabulary quizzes 
·  Comprehensive Chapter Tests: focusing on 

listening, reading, writing and speaking; also:  
grammar/vocabulary and culture 

·  Graded Writing:  at least 1 writing per chapter 
of approximately 100-150 words (10-20 
sentences), double-spaced; topics related to 
chapter topics 

·  Graded Speaking:  at least 1 graded skit/role 
play per chapter, using the 
vocabulary/conversational expressions in each 
chapter 

·  Listening activities from textbook/other sources 
·  Paired conversations/informal role plays 
·  Structured grammar exercises (writing, games) 
·  Sentence writing with current and previous 

grammar and vocabulary (ability to use both in 
context) 

·  Journal writing (optional) 
·  Readings:  Literature in textbook, articles from 

French press 
 
 
MIDYEAR EXAM:  A longer version of a chapter 
test, emphasizing 4 skills as well as knowledge of 
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Structure 
·  Prepositions used with geographical 

names 
·  The pronoun y 
·  Future tense/futur antérieur 
*quand clauses; conjunctions 
·  Depuis & synonyms for depuis; use 

with the present tense AND the 
imparfait 

*always include reflexive verbs when going over 
the different tenses (Ch. 7) 

 
Culture 

·  European Union; relations between 
European countries; the Euro 

Reading 
Choose 1-2 of the reading selections at the end 
of each chapter 
 
3)  *Conditional tense 
(1-2 weeks) 
--conjugation (Ch. 8) 
--simple si clauses (Paris France Is Cool) 
*can use materials from BV 3 and/or French 
Two Years 
 
*always include reflexive verbs when going over 
the different tenses (Ch. 7) 
 
4) Compound tense unit (Honors only) 
(1-2 weeks) 

·  Futur antérieur (Ch. 5) 
·  Plus-que-parfait (Ch. 6) 
·  Conditionnel passé (Ch. 8) 
·  Si clauses w/ compound tenses (Ch. 10) 

*always include reflexive verbs when going over 
the different tenses (Ch. 7) 
 
(note:  see how they do with this; at the 
minimum, expose them to this concept) 
*can use materals from BV 3 and/or French Two 
Years 
 
5)  Ch. 1 
(3-4 weeks) 
Vocabulary 

·  Theme:  les voyages 
·  Refer to supplementary list for teaching 

purposes 
·  Conversational vocabulary 

(Conversation)—teach students how to 
use this vocabulary; role plays 

 
Structure 

·  passé composé:  review formation & 
usage; verbs that can use avoir or être 
in the p.c. 

grammar/vocabulary/culture 
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·  subjunctive:  formation of regular 
verbs; formation of irregular verbs; use 
w/ expressions of wish/wanting & 
impersonal expressions 

 
*always include reflexive verbs when going over 
the different tenses (Ch. 7) 
* il y a=ago 
 
(note :  in CP class, go more slowly w/ 
subjunctive and/or hold responsible for less 
material) 
 
Culture 

·  Vacation:  amount, habits, favorite 
activities 

Reading 
Choose 1-2 of the reading selections at the end 
of each chapter 
 
 
6)  Ch. 2  *try to finish by MY exam; if not, at 
least ½ of chapter 
(3-4 weeks) 
 
Vocabulary 

·  Theme:  le quotidien 
·  Refer to supplementary list for teaching 

purposes 
·  Conversational vocabulary 

(Conversation)—teach students how to 
use this vocabulary; role plays 

 
Structure 

·  question formation; question words 
·  negative expressions 
·  imperfect tense 
·  adjective agreement & placement 
·  *Add: adverb formation (-ment) & 

placement (French Two Years) 
·  subjunctive:  use of subjunctive v. 

infinitive; verbs w/ two stems 
*Can also teach/review interrogative 
expressions (Ch. 7) 
 
*Honors  & possibly CP :  If students seem 
comfortable, can teach passé 
composé/imparfait (Ch. 3) at this point 
 
(note :  in CP class, go more slowly w/ 
subjunctive and/or hold responsible for less 
material) 
 
Culture 

·  Media:  statistics on radio listening, 
newspaper reading, and news-watching 
habits 
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·  Exposure to online media:  
French daily newspapers, 
magazines, news stations, radio 
stations (ex:  Le Figaro, TF1, 
NRJ FM) 

Reading 
Choose 1-2 of the reading selections at the end 
of each chapter 
 

 
Major Evaluation Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary quizzes      

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National French 
Contest Exam 

     

Show and Tell of 
your favorite 
vacation 

     

A phone call to 
make plans 

     

Video of a cooking 
show 

     

How was your 
vacation? 

     

Script of a phone 
conversation. 

     

Write out a recipe      

 
Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
 
Learning Standard 3: 
Students of modern languages will begin to write 
and speak more extensively in a language other 
than English to present information, concepts, and 
ideas on a variety of topics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  suggest possible solutions to a problem 
·  read articles in a magazine, journal, or newspaper 

and understand main ideas 
·  comprehend narration in present, past, and future 
·  identify the characteristics of four major genres, at 

an introductory level:  non-fiction, fiction, drama, 
and poetry in the target literature 

·  develop competence in reading and interpreting 
literary texts, and understanding the theme, 
characters, and setting 
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·  develop skills in multimedia comprehension 
·  summarize stories, plays, movies or other forms of 

literature in the target language 
·  access entertainment and informational sources that 

have traditionally been available only to native 
speakers 

·  demonstrate knowledge of more complex syntax 
Additional topics may include:  careers, health issues, 
future plans, school issues 

Strand 2:  Culture 
 
Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate an increased 
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
·  traditions 
·  perspectives 
·  practices 
·  products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
·  history 
·  literature 
·  visual and performing arts 

Modern Languages 
Students will be able to: 
·  identify appropriate interactions in social and cultural 

activities, such as exchanges in a restaurant, at a bus stop, in 
a store, or in a classroom 

·  recognize distinctive aspects of the target culture presented in 
print literature, visual arts, films, and videos, and relate these 
to the cultural perspectives of the target culture 

·  be familiar with historical and/or cultural figures from the 
target culture and describe their contributions 

·  locate major geographic features of countries where the 
target language is used  

 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 
Learning Standard 5 and 6: 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of 
the nature of language through comparison 
of the language studied and their own.  
Students will develop insight into their 
own language and culture.  They will 
recognize that different languages use 
different patterns to communicate and will 
be able to apply this knowledge to their 
own language.  They will recognize that 
cultures use different patterns of 
interaction and will be able to apply this 
knowledge to their own culture. 
 

Modern and Classical Languages 
Students will be able to: 
·  describe the patterns of behavior of the target culture such as 

celebrations and compare/contrast them with those of their 
own culture 

·  have knowledge of various cultural beliefs and perspectives 
relating to family, school, and play in both the target culture 
and their own 

·  identify and discuss cultural characteristics of the target 
culture 

·  report on cultural traditions and celebrations and contrast 
these with their own 

 
 

 
Strand 4: Connections 
 
Learning Standard 7: 
Concepts presented in foreign language 
class are the basis of learning in other 

Through the use of the target language, students of classical and 
modern languages will: 
·  be exposed to and develop an insight into the visual, 
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disciplines.  
 
Through the use of the target language, 
students will further their linguistic and 
conceptual connections with other 
disciplines.  
 
 
 

performing, and dramatic arts 
·  compare and contrast current world events in a historical 

perspective  
·  compare and contrast artistic movements  
·  explore thematic units that incorporate other disciplines such 

as history, art, and literature 
·  acquire knowledge about other disciplines from a variety of 

sources in the target language and in English 

 
Strand 5:  Communities 
 
Learning Standard 8: 
Students will use languages other than English 
more intensely within and beyond the school 
setting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will realize and experience the advantages inherent in 
knowing other languages by: 
·  presenting information about language and culture to 

others  
·  peer tutoring  
·  sharing geographical information through international 

exchange, e-mail, and participation in school and 
community projects  

·  identifying professions within the community that require 
proficiency in the target language  

·  celebrating community events related to the target 
language 

·  participating in club activities  
·  establishing and maintaining relationships with native 

speakers 
 

MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Title: French IV  
 
Department:  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course Materials   
Textbooks  :  Bon voyage 3 (Glencoe) 
                       French Three Years (Amsco) 
Ancillary Materials: Bon voyage 3 workbook; Audio Program; Quiz & Test Program (w/ listening); Chapter 
video 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
 
Videos with or without Filmarobics lesson plans (choose 2-3 from the following:  Amélie [edited!], Au revoir 
les enfants (links nicely to La dernière classe by Daudet/Ch. 4), Les visiteurs, Les diaboliques, La gloire de mon 
père/Le château de ma mère) 
 
Course Description    
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Since students are expected to perform at a higher level of proficiency, the course is conducted almost entirely in 
French, with emphasis on oral and written communication. Students will study more complex grammatical topics 
and will review previously learned structures. Current issues, cultural topics, short stories, plays and novels of 
increasing difficulty generate topics for writing and discussion. Outside projects are also required. Prerequisite: 
B- or better in French III H with teacher’s recommendation. 
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations 3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  express him/herself (in writing and speaking) in the Indicative, Conditional, Subjunctive and 
   Imperative moods. 
�  demonstrate practice of grammatical nuance in writing and speaking (object/ relative/possessive  
    demonstrative pronouns, etc).  
�  sustain a conversation on a wide range of  themes. 
�  read French literature with appropriate aids.  
�  research historical periods and personalities of the French-speaking world. 

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 
  understand and use proper verb sequencing? 

express points of view, feelings, uncertainty and possibilities? 
describe a hypothetical situation? 
argue universal themes such as to age, aesthetics, love and family, social beliefs? 

 describe nature and the environment? 
   
Course Objectives 

Communication 
Students will be able to:  
�  Demonstrate comprehension of the general idea(s) presented in the target language on a variety of topics 
�  Read, interpret, and analyze a variety of authentic materials such as: 

o short stories by various authors 
o poetry   

�  Ask an analytical question about a literary work 
�  Relate the storyline of a work both orally and in writing 
�  Express complex thoughts using compound sentences, syntax, and appropriate linking words 
�  Integrate previously learned grammatical structures at an advanced intermediate level 
�  Express doubt 
�  Discuss a hypothetical situation 
�  Express a desire, wish, or opinion 
�  Organize and write an essay involving a set of instructions     

 

Culture  
�  Demonstrate an awareness of human similarities and differences 
�  Role play different aspects of native culture versus the target culture 
�  Use and interpret various media in the target language: 

o movies 
o music 
o newspapers 
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o Internet sites 
�  Understand and give examples of stereotyping 
�  Respond appropriately to social cues      

Comparisons 
�  Compare and contrast in an analytical way, the cultural perspectives of various people  

Connections 
�  Distinguish fundamental information from superficial details 
�   Make historical and cultural associations from events, both current and past 

Communities 
�  Watch and understand a foreign film without subtitles. Discuss conclusions about the community it portrays. 
�  Access information using a variety of community-based resources 
�  Interact with teens from other countries through travel or e-mail 
 
 
Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading, and writing include: current events, the cinema, literature, social 
issues, current events, beliefs, the media, technology, historical landmarks, and health. 

 

Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 
 I Quarter II Quarter III Quarter IV Quarter 
Ch. 1-3* 
 

Ch. 2-3 Ch. 4-6 
*may need to pick & 
choose; all grammar 
points should be 
covered! 

Ch. 6-8 
*may need to pick & 
choose; all grammar 
points should be 
covered! 
 

 
Note:  ##=this material is not presented formally in the textbook, but should be covered and/or reviewed 
QUARTER 

CONTENT/TOPIC  ASSESSMENTS  

I & II 
Grammar/Structure 

·  Review present tense of regular, irregular and 
reflexive verbs as needed 

(Ch. 1) 
·  passé composé:  review formation & usage; verbs 

that can use avoir or être in the p.c. 
*reflexive verbs/Ch. 7 
·  subjunctive:  formation of regular verbs; 

formation of irregular verbs; use w/ expressions 
of wish/wanting & impersonal expressions 

(Ch. 2) 
·  question formation; question words 
·  interrogative expressions (Ch. 7) 
·  negative expressions 

·  Grammar and vocabulary quizzes 
·  Comprehensive tests, evaluating 

listening, reading, 
grammar/vocabulary, culture, and 
writing 

·  Paired conversations 
·  Structured grammar exercises 

(writing, games) 
·  Sentence writing with current and 

previous grammar and vocabulary 
(ability to use both in context) 

·  1-2 timed compositions per 
quarter of approximately 150-
200 words (1-2 pages, double-
spaced); themes 
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##ne…que & ne..point; more comprehensive in 
French Three Years 
·  imperfect tense 
·  subjunctive:  use of subjunctive v. infinitive; 

verbs w/ two stems 
·  Passé compose v. imperfect tense (Ch. 3) 

�Ch. 3) 
·  Adjective agreement & placement (Ch. 2) 
·  ##adj’s that change meaning when placed b/f or 

after noun 
·  ##adverb formation & placement 
·  Comparative/superlative 
·  Subjunctive:  use w/ expressions of emotion, 

relative clauses, superlative 
·  ##Subjunctive:  certainty v. uncertainty; no 

subjunctive w/ penser, espérer, croire & w/ 
impersonal expns that imply certainty 

·  Past subjunctive:  formation; use w/ expressions 
of emotion, superlatives 

Vocabulary 
(Ch. 1) 

·  vocabulary related to specific chapter readings 
·  vacation activities:  ##may wish to supplement 

book list 
·  weather expressions (particularly those used in 

print, audio, or video broadcast) 
·  Conversation:  expressions used when traveling 

(ex:  How much does this shirt cost?) 
(Ch. 2) 

·  vocabulary related to specific chapter readings 
·  Conversation:  expressions used when accepting, 

refusing, or hesitating on an invitation 
·  French media (radio, newspapers, news) 

(Ch. 3) 
·  Leisure activities (###supplement this list!) 
·  Theater 
·  vocabulary related to specific chapter readings 
·  Conversation:  expressing a positive or negative 

reaction to something 

Culture 
*many of these topics lend themselves to the 
Comparisons strand (comparing France/Francophone 
countries to the United States) 
(Ch. 1) 

·  Vacation:  amount, habits, favorite activities 
(Ch. 2) 

·  Journal writing 
·  Article sheets for Clés readings or 

other French-language print or 
online media sources 

 
·  MIDYEAR EXAM:  will 

evaluate grammar and vocabulary 
acquisitions AND 4 skills 
(listening, reading, writing, 
speaking) and 
grammar/vocabulary/ culture 
knowledge 
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·  Media:  statistics on radio listening, newspaper 
reading, and news-watching habits 

·  Exposure to online media:  French daily 
newspapers, magazines, news stations, radio 
stations (ex:  Le Figaro, TF1, NRJ FM) 

(Ch. 3) 
·  Leisure activities:  habits, activities, leisure v. 

work 
·  French popular music:  French radio; the group 

Native (in book) 

Reading 
Choose 1-2 of the reading selections at the end of each 
chapter 
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QUARTER 

CONTENT/TOPIC  ASSESSMENTS  

 

III & IV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grammar/Structure 

*  Lesson on manquer à/de & similar verbs 
(plaire à, intéresser à) 
*Lesson on « to leave/go out » :  sortir, partir, quitter, 
laisser 
 
Subjunctive (Ch. 5): conjunctions used w/ present & 
past 
*review/recycle throughout the rest of the year so as not 
to forget! 
(Ch. 4) 

·  Prepositions used with geographical names 
·  The pronoun y 
·  Future tense/futur antérieur 
*quand clauses; conjunctions 
·  Depuis & synonyms for depuis; use with the 

present tense AND the imparfait 
Conditional tense  

(Ch. 8); simple si clauses (Paris France Is Cool) 
Compound tense unit: 

·  Futur antérieur (Ch. 5) 
·  Plus-que-parfait (Ch. 6) 
·  Conditionnel passé (Ch. 8) 
·  Si clauses w/ compound tenses (Ch. 10) 

(Ch. 5 & 6) 
·  Direct & indirect object pronouns; w/ statements 

and commands 
·  Partitive article 
·  En 
·  Review all object pronouns together (including y) 
·  Passé simple (for recognition purposes!) 
·  Relative pronouns:  (ce) qui, (ce) que, (ce) dont; 

w/ prepositions (avec lequel, etc.) 
*must use French Three Years or other supplement to 
go more in depth! 

(Ch. 7) 
**try to spend at least a brief amount of time on… 

·  Pronouns:  interrogative, demonstrative, 
possessive 

·  ##review possessive adjectives as needed 
(Ch. 8) 
**if time allows… 

·  uses of the infinitive (also:  avant de/d/+ inf) 
·  present participle 
·  faire causative (review) 

 

·  Grammar and vocabulary quizzes 
·  Comprehensive tests, evaluating 

listening, reading, 
grammar/vocabulary, culture, and 
writing 

·  Paired conversations 
·  Structured grammar exercises 

(writing, games) 
·  Sentence writing with current and 

previous grammar and vocabulary 
(ability to use both in context) 

·  1-2 timed compositions per 
quarter of approximately 150-
200 words (1-2 pages, double-
spaced); themes 

·  Journal writing 
·  Article sheets for Clés readings or 

other French-language print or 
online media sources 

Pre-AP prep: 
·  1-2 oral presentations in the 

target language 
·  AP-style speaking exercises 
·  AP-style listening exercises  
·  Fill-in-the-blank exercises with 

verb tenses (focus on tenses 
reviewed during first ½ of year) 
& function words (both similar 
to what is seen on the AP test) 

 
 
FINAL EXAM:  will evaluate 
grammar and vocabulary acquisition 
AND 4 skills (listening, reading, 
writing, speaking) and 
grammar/vocabulary/ culture 
knowledge 
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·  Vocabulary 
(Ch. 4) 

·  vocabulary related to specific chapter readings 
·  French names of countries that belong to the 

European Union & their capital cities 
·  Conversation:  expressing an opinion 

(Ch. 5 & 6) 
·  vocabulary related to specific chapter readings 
·  Conversation:  expressing 

agreement/disagreement, “conversation words” 
(ex:  Dis donc) 

·  Conversation:  expressions to use during certain 
special occasions (New Year’s, a wedding, a 
funeral) 

(Ch. 7) 
·  vocabulary related to specific chapter readings 
·  Health & fitness (a lot of review from BV2); may 

need to supplement 
·  Conversation:  discussing your health or someone  

else’s (a lot of idiomatic expressions) 
(Ch. 8) 

·  vocabulary related to specific chapter readings 
·  Conversation:  expressing a reaction to what 

someone says (note:  some overlap w/ previous 
conversation lessons) 

Culture 

(Ch. 4) 
·  European Union; relations between European 

countries; the Euro 
(Ch. 5 & 6) 

·  Les faits divers:  little stories from French daily 
life that make the news (skip???) 

·  Les valeurs (values in French society, the French 
family) 

·  Les mariages, les naissances, & other special 
occasions:  French traditions, understanding 
realia such as a marriage announcement; how the 
French celebrate special occasions in their 
families 

(Ch. 7) 
·  Health, fitness, diet in France 

(Ch. 8) 
·  In-depth exploration of French artists, works, 

museums, and/or other significant cultural 
projects (ex:  Les pyramides du Louvre) 

·  France’s role in scientific research 
·  La Bande Dessinnée:  comic books as a cultural 
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phenomenon  

Reading 

Choose 1-2 of the reading selections at the end of each 
chapter, as time permits 
 
*La dernière classe (Ch. 4) links nicely to the film Au 
revoir les enfants 
 

 
 
Literature Outline 
In the French 4H course, readings have been chosen to reflect the language ability of students at this level as well as to prepare students for AP work the 
following year.  
 
It is possible to teach some of these selections in the French 3H or 5H class.  Please check with the teacher of these courses to coordinate what is being 
taught so as to avoid any potential overlap. 
 
QUARTER 

CONTENT/TOPIC  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Le Petit Nicolas (selected stories) 
 
La poésie:  poem reading & analysis of a selection of famous French poets, including Prévert, Ronsard, 
Apollinaire, & Verlaine 
 
Les contes/les nouvelles:  selection of short stories, fairy tales & novel execerpts (ex:  
Cendrillon, Candide) 
 
Le Petit Prince/Saint-Exupéry 
 
*Selected short stories by Guy de Maupassant (certain stories may need to be copied; 
others in poor condition) 
 
*various Inspecteur Maigret mystery stories 
 
Selected fables from Jean de la Fontaine 
 
Short stories by Marcel Pagnol (ex:  La gloire de mon père, Le château de ma mère, 
Jean de Florette, Manon des Sources) 
 

 
 
 

Major Evaluation Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of 
Assessment Test Performance 

Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary 
quizzes 

     

Chapter tests      
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Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National French 
Contest Exam 

     

Write a Fable      

Art presentation      

Technology 
presentation 
about an 
historical period 

     

write your own 
fable 

     

Critique your 
favorite piece of 
art. 

     

Write the 
biography of an 
historical figure. 

     

      

 
 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
 
Learning Standard 1: 
Students of modern languages will write and 
speak more extensively in a language other 
than English to express feelings and opinions 
as they narrate in the past, present, and future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  analyze a topic, share personal reactions, and persuade in 

the target language  
·  identify  main ideas and significant details in both media 

and literature  
·  initiate, sustain and conclude a conversation  
·  comprehend narration and make oral presentations in the 

target language 
·  write original works and critique others  
·  rephrase, summarize, and elaborate ideas, opinions, and 

emotions 
 
 
·  share personal reactions to authentic literary texts, such 

as plays, poems, and stories 
·  write reviews about a story, play, film, or other form of 

literature 
 
Advanced students will be able to conjecture and 
hypothesize. 
 
 

Strand 2:  Culture 
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Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate an increased 
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
·  traditions 
·  perspectives 
·  practices 
·  products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
·  history 
·  literature 
·  visual and performing arts 

Students will be able to: 
·  identify appropriate interactions in social and cultural 

activities, such as exchanges in a restaurant, at a bus stop, in 
a store, or in a classroom 

·  recognize distinctive aspects of the target culture presented in 
print literature, visual arts, films, and videos, and relate these 
to the cultural perspectives of the target culture 

·  be familiar with historical and/or cultural figures from the 
target culture and describe their contributions 

·  locate major geographic features of countries where the target 
language is used  

 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 
Learning Standard 5 and 6: 
Students at this level will demonstrate an 
advanced sensitivity to cultural issues.  
This will help create an awareness of 
alternate views of other people and world 
issues. 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  demonstrate an awareness of idiomatic expressions in both 

languages and how idioms work in general 
·  exchange opinions on issues that are of contemporary or 

historical interest 
·  analyze examples of how authors in the target culture view 

the role of the United States (for modern languages only) 
·  examine controversial issues in both the target culture and 

their own 
·  compare folktales from the target culture and the student’s 

own culture 
·  experience music, visual arts, dance and theatre from the 

target culture 
 
 

 
Strand 4: Connections 
 
Learning Standard 7: 
Despite the widespread use of English as 
an international language, there are still 
connections to knowledge of the past and 
present that are only available to the 
person who can read, interpret, and 
understand another language.   
 
Through the use of the target language, 
students will further their linguistic and 
conceptual connections with other 
disciplines.  
 
 

Through the use of the target language, students of classical and 
modern languages will: 
 
·  review, critique, and experience visual, performing, and 

dramatic arts in the target culture  
·  place current world events in a historical perspective  
·  compare and contrast artistic movements  
·  explore thematic units that incorporate other disciplines such 

as history, art, and literature 
·  acquire knowledge about other disciplines from a variety of 

sources solely in the target language  
·  use technology to make connections between the target 

language and other disciplines 
·  employ a variety of sources to prepare reports on material 
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intended for native speakers and compare these to 
information obtained on the same topics in English 

·  obtain and discuss political and economic information from 
newspapers, other print sources, and interactive CD-ROMs in 
the target language 

 
Strand 5:  Communities 
 
Learning Standard 8: 
Students will use languages other than English 
more intensely within and beyond the school 
setting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will realize and experience the advantages inherent in 
knowing other languages by: 
·  presenting information about language and culture to 

others  
·  peer tutoring  
·  sharing geographical information through international 

exchange, e-mail, and participation in school and 
community projects  

·  identifying professions within the community that require 
proficiency in the target language  

·  celebrating community events related to the target 
language 

·  participating in club activities  
·  establishing and maintaining relationships with native 

speakers 
 

MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Title  Spanish V / AP 
 
Department  Foreign Language 
 

Primary Course  
Textbook: Encuentros Maravillosos 
Ancillary Materials :  Film, music, newspaper and other print materials, additional literary passages 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
 
 
Ancillary Materials:  authentic recordings from Champs-Elysées (personal copies of French audio-magazine); 
regular reading of French press articles from Les clés de l’actualité or other French press (school subscription);  
 
Language Lab (vocabulary/grammar practice; cultural activities; listening activities; partner/small group 
activities; special projects) 
 
Videos with or without Filmarobics lesson plans (choose 2-4 from the following:  Le café des rêves (personal 
copy of a 5-part French soap opera created by BBC); La Belle et la Bête (Cocteau version), Argent de Poche, 
Amélie (edited!), La bûche, Les diaboliques, La Boum,  La gloire de mon père/Le château de ma mère a new 
release/current French film appropriate for age/level (ex:  Wasabi, L’homme du train, Bon voyage) 
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**check with French 4 teacher so as not to overlap! 
 
Course Description    
 
In this course, conducted entirely in Spanish, students will be able to converse with advanced proficiency, read 
with ease, and express themselves in written composition. Literary selections from various periods, with emphasis 
on the writings of the 20th Century, will serve as the basis for classroom activities. Integrated in the program will 
be cultural topics on art, history, and civilization, as well as outside reading and reports on relevant contemporary 
issues. Though this is not an AP course, qualified students, willing to prepare themselves outside of class, are 
encouraged to take the Spanish Language AP exam. Prerequisite :B- in  Spanish IV H or A- in Spanish IV CP 
with teacher recommendation. 
This course reflects the Melrose High School Academic Expectations  3, 5, 6 
At the end of the year students will be able to… 

�  express him/herself (in writing and speaking) in all moods and tenses. 
�  write a persuasive essay in.  
�  debate on a variety of topics in, with little or no preparation.  
�  read Spanish literature with ease. 
�  discuss authors and cultural trends in the Spanish-speaking world. 

 
 

Essential Questions 
 
How do I... 
  read and interpret an authentic literary piece? 

argue universal themes such as to age, aesthetics, love and family, social beliefs? 
express points of view, feelings, uncertainty and possibilities? 
describe a hypothetical situation? 

 defend a point of view? 
 recount current events? 
  

  
Course Objectives 

Communication 
�  Demonstrate comprehension of the target language involving a variety of topics 
�  Compose a well-developed essay on the following topics: 
       

o Stereotypes 
o Environmental issues and policies 
o Theater and cinema 
o The visual arts 
o Health Issues 
o Current political and social issues 
o Scientific advances 
o History 
o Belief systems 
 

�  Discuss and react to the topics listed above using the target language 
�  Elaborate on and summarize key ideas using the target language 
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�  Using the target language, compose and present a persuasive argument 
�  Offer a counter opinion using the target language 
�  Listen to authentic materials (e.g., theatre/cinema/radio/television) with complete comprehension of theme  
�  Read and analyze topics in contemporary printed materials 
�  Read, understand, and interpret selected literature 
�  Read, understand, and interpret selected poetry 
�  Express personal beliefs using the target language 
�  Paraphrase and summarize a plot/background/storyline  
�  Write a critique of a story/play/literary work 
�  Compose a poem/fairy tale on a given theme using the target language 
 

Culture  
�  Recognize predominant and reoccurring themes in comparative literature such as: 

o the individual pursuit of happiness 
o unfulfilled love 
o perseverance of the human spirit 
o changing moralities in society 
 

Comparisons 
�  Compare native folktales, legends, and myths to similar American versions 
�  Analyze American literary themes in light of the cultural perspectives of 20th century writers of Latin-

America and Europe 
 

Connections 
�  Make connections and discuss, both orally and in writing, global current events 
�  Recognize the connection of foreign language studies to the major historical figures in fields of: 
o Literature: Shakespeare/ Dante/Cervantes/Moliere 
o History: Hitler/Mussolini/Franco 
o Math: Pythagoras   
o Science: Enrico Fermi/Einstein 
(continued) 

Communities 
�  Use the target language both inside and outside the school setting 
�  Actively participate in multicultural activities held outside the school: 

o trips 
o exhibits 
o competitions and assessments (e.g., National Exams, AP Exams, SAT II) 
o cultural and artistic programs 

�  Analyze and respond to current events as a reflection of community issues 
�  Listen to, read, and react to the lyrics of music in the target language  
 
Sample topics for listening, speaking, reading, and writing include: stereotypes, expressions of opinion and/or 
belief, debate, human awareness, government, the environment, the economy, the visual arts, theater, and the 
cinema. 
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Sequential Content Outline & Textbook Coverage 
 
 I Quarter II Quarter III Quarter IV Quarter 
Chapter 1  Chapter 3 

Chapter 6 
Chapter 7 

Chapter 10 
Chapter 11 
Chapter 12 

Chapter 14 
 
 
 

 
QUARTER 

CONTENT/TOPIC  ASSESSMENTS  

       I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s real, unreal: Dreams vs Reality 
�  “Vida es sueno” de Calderon de la Barca 
�  “El Otro” de Borges 

Childhood Innocence: 
�  “El Angel Caido” de     Amado Nervo 

 
Verb Review:presen/ preterite/passive voice 
Personal Idiosyncracies: (Cortazar) 
The real vs the absurd 

�  (Marquez) 
�  Intergenerational Conflicts  (Esquivel) 

 
 
Grammar Review: 

�  Comparisons 
�  Reflexive Verbs 
�  Double Object Pron 
�  Imp/Pluperfect Subj 
�  Sequence of Tenses 

 
Cultural Diversity/Tolerance 
 
Stereotypes and societal expectations 
 
Social Justice (and Injustice) 
 
 
Grammar Review: 

�  Verbs w prepositions 
�  Demonstratives 
�  (The)former and latter 
�  Exclamatory Words 

 
 
Solidarity/Solitude 
        vis a vis stories of … 
Bequer, Sor Juana and Quiroga, Marquez 
 

�  Compositions 
�  Vocabulary Tests 
�  Dream Projects 
�  Dialogues 
�  Grammar Quizzes/Tests 
�  Essays, creative writing, self 

expression 
�  Story mapping /  
�  Reality project 
�  Story writing 

 
 
 

�  Quizzes , Tests 
�  Oral presentations 
�  Written assignments 
�  Vocabulary quizzes 
�  Oral evaluation 
�  Dialogues 
�  Story Mapping 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  Unit Quizzes/Tests 
�  Self expression – written and oral 

evaluation 
�  Written assignments 
�  Vocabulary quizzes 
�  Oral evaluation 
�  Dialogues 
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 IV 

 
Grammar Reviw 

�  Possessive adjectives and pronouns 
�  Superlatives 
�  Passive voice 
�  Gender of nouns 

 
Stereotypes and Social Expectations 
Contradiction of themes... 
     Solidarity VS Solitude 
 

 
�  Unit Quizzes/Tests 
�  Self expression – written and oral 

evaluation 
�  Written assignments 
�  Vocabulary quizzes 
�  Oral evaluation 
�  Dialogues 

 
 

          
 
Major Evaluation Strategies 
 

Type of Assessment Name of Assessment 

Test Performance 
Assessment 

Common 
Goals 
Assessed 

Standards 
Assessed 

Other Objectives 
Assessed 

Vocabulary quizzes      

Chapter tests      

Mid-year Exam      

Final Exam      

National Spanish 
Contest Exam 

     

Autobiography      

Movie review      

Debate on current 
events 

     

Where will I be 10 
years from now? 

     

Essay on a world 
event 

     

Mock AP tests 
 

     

Writing prompts 
from AP 

     

Recordings from AP      

      

 
 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 
 

Strand 1: Communication 
 
Learning Standard 1: 
Students of modern languages will write and 
speak more extensively in a language other 
than English to express feelings and opinions 
as they narrate in the past, present, and future. 

Students will be able to: 
·  analyze a topic, share personal reactions, and persuade in 

the target language  
·  identify  main ideas and significant details in both media 

and literature  



9/15/2009 --   101 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  initiate, sustain and conclude a conversation  
·  comprehend narration and make oral presentations in the 

target language 
·  write original works and critique others  
·  rephrase, summarize, and elaborate ideas, opinions, and 

emotions 
·  share personal reactions to authentic literary texts, such 

as plays, poems, and stories 
·  write reviews about a story, play, film, or other form of 

literature 
Advanced students will be able to conjecture and 
hypothesize. 
 

 
 
Strand 2:  Culture 
 
Learning Standard 4: 
Students will demonstrate an in-depth  
understanding of cultural components such 
as: 
·  traditions 
·  perspectives 
·  practices 
·  products of each culture studied where 

the target language is spoken 
·  history 
·  literature 
·  visual and performing arts 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  interact appropriately in social and cultural activities 
·  identify artistic styles and cultural characteristics in literature, 

portraiture, murals, and music  
·  describe the contributions of historical and/or cultural figures 

from the target culture 
·  use technology, maps and globes to make a virtual trip 
·  identify,  place in chronological order, and describe the 

significance of important historical events in the target 
culture 

·  identify national leaders and detail how they shaped historical 
events 

 
 
Strand 3:  Comparisons 
 
Learning Standard 5 and 6: 
Students at this level will demonstrate an 
advanced sensitivity to cultural issues.  
This will help create an awareness of 
alternate views of other people and world 
issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to: 
·  demonstrate an awareness of idiomatic expressions in both 

languages and how idioms work in general 
·  exchange opinions on issues that are of contemporary or 

historical interest 
·  analyze examples of how authors in the target culture view 

the role of the United States (for modern languages only) 
·  examine controversial issues in both the target culture and 

their own 
·  compare folktales from the target culture and the student’s 

own culture 
·  experience music, visual arts, dance and theatre from the 

target culture 
 



9/15/2009 --   102 

 
Strand 4: Connections 
 
Learning Standard 7: 
Despite the widespread use of English as 
an international language, there are still 
connections to knowledge of the past and 
present that are only available to the 
person who can read, interpret, and 
understand another language.   
 
Through the use of the target language, 
students will further their linguistic and 
conceptual connections with other 
disciplines.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Through the use of the target language, students of classical and 
modern languages will: 
·  review, critique, and experience visual, performing, and 

dramatic arts in the target culture  
·  place current world events in a historical perspective  
·  compare and contrast artistic movements  
·  explore thematic units that incorporate other disciplines such 

as history, art, and literature 
·  acquire knowledge about other disciplines from a variety of 

sources solely in the target language  
·  use technology to make connections between the target 

language and other disciplines 
·  employ a variety of sources to prepare reports on material 

intended for native speakers and compare these to 
information obtained on the same topics in English 

·  obtain and discuss political and economic information from 
newspapers, other print sources, and interactive CD-ROMs in 
the target language 

Strand 5:  Communities 
 
Learning Standard 8: 
Students will use languages other than English 
more intensely within and beyond the school 
setting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will realize and experience the advantages inherent in 
knowing other languages by: 
·  presenting information about language and culture to others  
·  peer tutoring  
·  sharing geographical information through international exchange, 

e-mail, and participation in school and community projects  
·  identifying professions within the community that require 

proficiency in the target language  
·  celebrating community events related to the target language 
·  participating in club activities  
·  establishing and maintaining relationships with native speakers 

 
 
 


