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Student Records

Federal and state laws provide parents and eligible students (those who are age 14 or older) with rights of confidentiality, access, and amendment relating to student records.  Copies of the Massachusetts Student Records Regulations (“Regulations”) detailing these rights are available in the Main Office and the Guidance Office.  The following is a general overview of the provisions in the Regulations.

Access and Amendment:  

A parent or eligible student has a right to access student records and to seek their amendment if the parent or eligible student believes them to be inaccurate, misleading or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy rights.  In order to obtain access or to seek amendment to student’s records, please contact the building principal.

Confidentiality:  

Release of student records generally requires consent of the parent or eligible student.  However, the Regulations provide certain exceptions.  For example, staff employed by or under contract to the district has access to records as needed to perform their duties.  The Melrose Public Schools also releases a student’s complete student record to authorized school personnel of a school to which a student seeks or intends to transfer without further notice to or receipt of consent from the eligible student or parent.

In addition, the Melrose Public Schools has a practice of releasing directory information, consisting of the following:  the student’s name, address, telephone listing, date and place of birth, major field of study, dates of attendance, weight and height of the members of athletic teams, class, participation in recognized activities and sports, honors and awards, and post-high school plans.  In the event that a parent or eligible student objects to the release of any of the above information, the parent/eligible student may state that objection in writing to Mr. Dillon, Principal.  Absent receipt of a written objection by September 15, 2009, the directory information will be released without further notice or consent.

Please see the Regulations for a description of other circumstances in which student records may be released without the consent of a parent or eligible student.

Student Records – (Access by non-custodial parents):

Massachusetts General Laws c. 71, §37H (“Section 37H”) governs access to student records by a parent who does not have physical custody of a student.  Generally, Section 37H requires a non-custodial parent seeking access to submit a written request and other documentation to the principal on an annual basis.  Parents who have questions or concerns regarding access to records by non-custodial parents are requested to contact the building principal for detailed information regarding the procedures that must be followed under Section 37H.

Parents and eligible students have a right to file a complaint concerning alleged failures by a school district to comply with the requirements of the student records laws and regulations with the Massachusetts Department of Education, 350 Main Street, Malden, MA 02148.  Complaints relative to federal statutes and regulations governing student records may be filed with the Family Policy Compliance Office, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue SW, Washington, DC. 20202-0001.
Dear Parents:

In our effort to enhance communication among high school parents, the MHS PTO is putting together a Parent/Student Directory including addresses and telephone numbers for all MHS families for the next school year.  Families will be given the opportunity to decide if they want to be listed in the directory.
Please cut and return to:  Melrose High School 

         360 Lynn Fells Parkway 

         Melrose, MA  02176 

         Attn:  Mrs. Carpenter

Please complete and return this form by September 4, 2009, only if you DO NOT want to be listed in the 2009 – 2010 Parent/Student Directory.

I DO NOT want to be listed in the directory.

Name:____________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________
Student(s) Name(s):_________________________________ Grade(s): _______

Please cut and post at home the following PTO meeting dates:
Monday 
October 5, 2009 
7:00 p.m.

Monday
November 2, 2009
7:00 p.m.

Monday
December 7, 2009
7:00 p.m.
2009-2010 MHS Handbook Highlights
Melrose High School Drug/Alcohol Policy 
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This policy statement is designed to provide a framework upon which to base local decisions.  As such, this statement is based upon the philosophy that the School Committee and Administration have a responsibility to protect the individual rights of each student as well as the rights of all students. Both responsibilities imply protection against influences detrimental to health and safety.

Drugs (other than prescription drugs registered with and in the possession of the nurse) and alcohol have no place in our school.  The use of drugs and alcohol is not only illegal, even for students over eighteen, but is also incompatible with the sense of community and decision-making skills we want students to attain.      


The following categories represent the most common areas of abuse: 
Use: - When a student is actually observed drinking alcohol, sniffing inhalants, ingesting over the counter medications, prescription medications, smoking marijuana, using any drug classified as a narcotic, barbiturates, amphetamine, hallucinogen, or any other controlled substance as defined in Massachusetts General Law 94c; or when the use of these substances has been determined through an investigation 
Possession: - When a student is in possession or knowingly in the presence of drugs or drug     paraphernalia, or alcohol. 

Under the Influence: - When in the judgment of a staff member and administrator, the behavior or symptoms indicate a student is under the influence.  Indicators may include, but are not limited to: odor, slurred speech, pupil dilation, inability to answer questions, slow reactions, etc.  


Transactions: - Any involvement in the sale or exchange of drugs and alcohol.   

All of the above offenses are not allowed on school grounds or at any school function.  

ADDENDUM TO ALL MHS ATHLETIC TEAM RULES AND CLUB AND ORGANIZATION CHARTERS:  This addendum applies to students who are in violation when they are not on school grounds or at school sponsored events.

A student shall not, regardless of the quantity be in the presence of, consume, possess, buy/sell or distribute any beverage containing alcohol, or any amount of marijuana, or any other controlled substance.

In such cases a police report of use, possession or being in the presence of shall be considered sufficient evidence to impose the following penalties:

Penalties:

First Offense:

· Immediately, the student will be suspended from 2 consecutive contests in that sport and/or be suspended for 4 weeks as a member of any MHS club or organization that they belong to.

· In addition, the student will be removed from any leadership position they hold in a sport, club, or organization.

Second offense and subsequent violations:

· Immediately, the student will be suspended from 4 consecutive games.  If after the second or subsequent violations the student of his/her own volition becomes a participant in an approved chemical dependency program or treatment program, the student may be certified for reinstatement into athletic activities after a minimum of 2 games have been served.  The director or a counselor of a chemical dependency treatment center must issue such certification.

· In addition, the student will be suspended from the club or organization that he/she belongs to for the remainder of the school year or for a minimum of 8 months.  This could carry over into the next school year.

Cell Phones:  
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The cell phone policy will be strictly enforced for the 2009-2010 school year    

Cell phones should be in the off mode and are not allowed during the school day.  Students may not use their cell phones as a calculator, gaming device, as a camera, or for e-mail or text purposes during the school day.

Students who violate this policy will be referred to the office for disrupting the learning environment and insubordination.


First offense:  The device will be returned to the student at the end of the 


day by an administrator.


Subsequent offenses; will require parent notification and further 


disciplinary action; a parent will pick up the device.


Repeated offenses:  will result in the permanent loss of a students’ 


privilege to bring the device onto school grounds.

Tardiness to School  







   Handbook p24
School hours for 2009-2010 are 7:45 a.m. – 2:09 p.m.

The issue of students arriving tardy to school is of growing concern to the entire school community.  A student’s tardiness to school directly impacts the educational and social climate of the school.  Countless hours are wasted on the processing of numerous unexcused tardies to school, and countless hours of time and learning are missed when students fail to take seriously their job of getting to school on time.  Students are expected to be in their first period class by 7:45 a.m.
Students with a legitimate reason for being tardy must have a written note with the student’s name, reason for tardiness, parent’s signature, and a telephone number where the parent/guardian can be reached.  Parents may call 781-979-2216 to report student tardiness.

Parents will be contacted after the third tardy. Continued tardiness may result in an in-school or external suspension.  On the fourth and subsequent tardies for the remainder of the quarter, the student will be assigned office detention from 2:15 – 3:00 p.m. Any exceptions to this rule will be made by the Assistant Principal when exceptional circumstances are documented and reviewed.
A student will not be eligible to participate in the day’s co-curricular activities if the student is tardy after 9:00 a.m. or dismissed before 1:30 p.m. without medical documentation or verified extenuating circumstances.  Participation will not be allowed without the approval of the Principal

Other changes or revisions for 2009-2010

p.16
Resource Center/Library Policy

p.18
Internet/Acceptable Use Policy


p.29
Academic and Social probation

p 36 + 67 Addendum to MHS Alcohol Policy

p.51
Student Behavior Chart
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The Groton Dunstable Regional High School is proud to present The Crucible by Arthur Miller as this year’s fall production.  Directed by the HS Theatre Arts teacher, Christina Chadzynski, the shows will be on November 18, and 19 at 7:00pm and on November 20 at 4:00pm in the HS Black Box Theater.


 


The Crucible, winner of the 1953 Tony Award for Best Play, is an exciting drama set in colonial America and based on the 1692 Puritan purge of witchcraft in Salem.  It is both a gripping historical play and a timely parody of our contemporary society.


 


The GDRHS players are especially grateful to the Groton Historical Society and the Groton Commission of Trust for its kind grant supporting this production.  We look forward to presenting The Crucible as our involvement in Groton’s 350th Celebration.





Welcome Back!


� 





Tuesday, September 1st – 1st Day of School for all Freshmen and Freshmen Orientation leaders





We hope that you had a safe and enjoyable summer.  We are looking forward to an exciting and productive 2009-2010 school year. The first day of school for freshmen is Tuesday, September 1st.  All ninth graders are required to report to the Marcoux Gym at 7:45 a.m.  On Wednesday, September 2nd , ALL students are required to report to their homerooms at 7:45 a.m.  Homeroom listings will be posted throughout the high school.


Only school issued locks will be allowed on student lockers.  Freshmen should bring a $5.00 deposit for a school lock.  The deposit will be returned upon graduation.  Returning students should bring their locks back to school on the first day.








			








			Sincerely,


			Joseph P. Dillon, Principal
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Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:


Add a highlight or your point of interest here.


Add a highlight or your point of interest here.


Add a highlight or your point of interest here.
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Important Dates





Tuesday, September 1st  – 1st Day of School for all Freshmen


All ninth graders should report to the Marcoux Gym at 7:45 a.m.





Wednesday, September 2nd 


All students should report to their homeroom at 7:45 a.m.


Homeroom listings will be posted throughout the high school.





Friday, September 4th


No School





Monday, September 7th


No School





Friday, September 11th


Picture Day


	


Thursday, September 17th  	


Melrose High School Open House - 6:45 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 








Please Note:  Enclosed in this mailing is a letter from the Melrose High School PTO that includes a self-addressed, stamped envelope.  Please take a moment to read the enclosed material and I encourage you to support the Melrose High School PTO.











 


Athletic Announcements





The Melrose Athletic Department has instituted the following administrative changes effective August 1, 2009:





Parental permission slips, field trip forms, physical examination forms and user fees will be collected and processed through the Athletic Office.  All   forms are now available on the Melrose Schools website.  Just click on High School, and then click on Athletics.  The forms are located in the bottom right-hand corner.  








The Melrose School Committee has adopted a User Fee policy.  Please see below:





			





USER FEES AND 2009 FALL SPORTS REGISTRATION








User fees for the 2009 -2010 school year will be as follows:





1st sport - $225


2nd sport - $150


3rd sport- $100





*The family cap is $700.








Checks should be made payable to Melrose High School.   Any financial hardships should be brought to the attention of the Athletic Director.  All inquiries will be handled confidentially.





All forms and user fees for  Fall 2009 sports will be collected from Monday, August 10th  to Thursday, August 13th  and from Monday, August 17th to Thursday,  August 20th  in the High School Athletic Office from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   All forms are available online and at the Main Office of the high school.    





NOTE:  FOOTBALL PAPER WORK AND USER FEES MUST BE IN BY AUGUST 13TH IN ORDER TO ATTEND TRYOUTS ON MONDAY, AUGUST 17TH.  





All other sports can continue to bring in their paperwork and fees through Thursday, August 20th. Once all paperwork and fees are received, a clearance card will be issued.  





 NO STUDENT/ATHLETE WILL BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND PRACTICE TRYOUTS AND/OR WITHOUT A CLEARANCE CARD.  





If you have any questions, please contact:





Ms. Patricia Ruggiero


Athletic Director


781-462-3223





.











Reminder:   No student/athlete will be allowed into practice and/or try-outs without a clearance card.














 



















































































The Sharon Arts Center sponsored a call for artworks to a juried ‘Black & White’ exhibition.  A stunning still life by GDRSD High School Visual Arts teacher Maureen Green-Stevens was juried into the show, along with other works by 36 out of 150 applicants. The show ran from November 4-27th, and was presented in the Sharon Arts Center’s Peterborough, NH Gallery. 








The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.





Fred Rugg, a nationally recognized college admissions expert, suggests the following two books:


 DON’T MISS OUT: THE AMBITIOUS STUDENT’S GUIDE TO FINANCIAL AIDE


Anna and Robert Leider, Octameron Assoc., PO Box 2748, Alexandria, VA 22301-2748; ISBN# 1-57509-056-2, 25th, $10.00	


This great little financial aid book has been around forever and is still the #1 selling book in its field. A quick read and a MUST read.


DISCOUNTS AND DEALS AT THE NATIONS BEST 360 COLLEGES


Bruce G. Hammond, St. Martin's Griffin, 1999, $20.00


The new reality of financial aid (discounts and deal-making reducing the “sticker price” at even the best schools) is explained here in Bruce Hammond’s best selling book. He shows families how to use the new results of the game to their advantage to make even the best schools affordable. This down-to-earth guide combines financial aid and information with a detailed guide to the nation’s best 360 colleges. Precise with lots of insights.














Back to School Night – HS Open House





Melrose High School will host its annual “Open House Night” on Thursday, September 17th, from 6:45 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  








2009-2010 Bell Schedule





The start time for all MHS student is 7:45 a.m. and the dismissal time is 2:09 p.m.  It is critical for students to be on time.  On the first day of school, all students will receive a Melrose High School handbook.  We would ask students and parents to carefully review the handbook policies, including the tardy, dismissal, and attendance policies. 





Connect-Ed 





In order for the Connect-Ed system to be effective, we need to have accurate and updated contact/emergency information. You will receive a form enclosed with this letter for you to verify and update the contact/emergency information that we currently have on file.   Please review the information and make the necessary changes.  Please contact Mrs. Carpenter at 781-979-2203 to report any changes to your child’s information, and also if you wish to opt out of the Connect-Ed System.








Student Parking





There will be parking for Seniors only at the Knoll. Students are not allowed to park in any faculty parking lots.  It will be on a first come, first serve basis.  All seniors parking at the Knoll must have their vehicles registered with Mr. Savarino.  Forms will be available in the Main Office.  If you have any questions regarding parking, please contact Mr. Savarino at 781-462-3220.  











Members of the Class of 2009 & 2010





Section 9528 of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002 is titled Armed Forces Recruiting Access to Students and Students Recruiting Information.  In accordance with 9528(a) (1), representatives from the Armed Services will be requesting the names, addresses and telephone listings of our Junior and Senior Class students.  If any student or parent does not want this information released, please contact the high school guidance secretary Connie O’Connor at 781-979-2208 by September 15th.








Melrose High School


360 Lynn Fells Parkway





Main Office


781-979-2200





Joseph Dillon


Principal


Ext. 2202





Marianne Farrell


Asst. Principal


781-462-3231





Robert Savarino


Asst. Principal


781-462-3220





Pat Ruggiero


Athletic Director


   781-462-3223





      Fax:


781-979-2206


�


We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.melrose" ��www.melrose� schools.com





COLLEGE TIPS…


You are encouraged to commit fraud, entering inaccurate income and/or assets to make it seem like you earn less money, thereby qualifying for more aid.


Paid aid consultants are required to sign the FASA; if the consultant refuses to sign, that could be the sign of a scam.


You are asked for a credit card number to “hold” the scholarships for you.


Specific questions can be answered only after you have paid the fee.


A seminar held at a local school or university does not mean it is legitimate. Be sure to check with your counselor if you think the seminar might be a scam.





Financial Aid Consultants:


You can do it on your own for free, but if you decide to pay for help, make sure you choose the right person:


Talk to your guidance counselor’s office. They can tell you if they’ve had trouble with any consultant in particular.


Consider the consultant’s qualifications carefully. One way is to find a consultant who has worked in a university financial aid office or at least is a certified public accountant (CPA). Another way is to contact past clients personally and ask them about the consultant’s services. Checking just one qualification is no guarantee of a legitimate service.


Don’t let a consultant take a percentage of your aid as a fee. The aid that you win is yours and shouldn’t be shared.


Never use a consultant who encourages you to do something unethical. If you falsify financial aid forms, you can end up paying a big fine, in jail, or both.





�





You can also research articles or find “filler” articles by accessing the World Wide Web. You can write about a variety of topics but try to keep your articles short.


Much of the content you put in your newsletter can also be used for your Web site. Microsoft Word offers a simple way to convert your newsletter to a Web publication. So, when you’re finished writing your newsletter, convert it to a Website and post it.


The subject matter that appears in newsletters is virtually endless. You can include stories that focus on current technologies or innovations in your field.


You may also want to note business or economic trends, or make predictions for your customers or clients.


If the newsletter is distributed internally, you might comment upon new procedures or improvements to the business. Sales figures or earnings will show how your business is growing.


Some newsletters include a column that is updated every issue, for instance, an advice column, a book review, a letter from the president, or an editorial. You can also profile new employees or top customers or vendors.


Selecting pictures or graphics is an important part of adding content.



































Your business tag line here





Melrose High School is committed to developing academic and personal excellence.  In partnership with home and community, we foster a safe and caring learning environment.  We encourage a passion for learning by providing an engaging curriculum with high expectations for all students.  We prepare our graduates to become knowledgeable, respectful, contributing citizens of a global society.














