
We’ve changed our format a bit, but our 
mission remains the same:  to keep families 
informed of all the Happenings around 
Horace Mann!  

The editorial staff would like your ideas and 
submissions! We would like to continue 
providing the Happenings to you, but we 
need your suggestions.  We are having 
trouble gathering enough content to publish 
a monthly issue.  We may publish every other 
month, depending on submissions moving 
forward.  If you have any ideas for content or 
feedback for improvements, feel free to email 
us! 

• Sam Sullivan 
Samantha.sullivan1@verizon.net

• Sharon Lavery sklavery@comcast.net

• Nancy Murphy jn95murphy@verizon.net


•   At the next PTO meeting we will be presenting a new classroom website/calendar 
idea that a couple of teachers will be piloting soon.  It will be a great way to keep in 
touch with the classroom teacher and see upcoming events, tests, etc. just for your 
child’s classroom.  Please attend if you can.


•   Please take the time to visit the school’s website and click on fundraising.  It only 
takes a minute or two and it will really help out the school.


•   I hope everyone has a great February vacation!


•   I will be sending out a survey 

by email soon to get input from families 
as to what types of 

events/presentations you’d like to 

see happening at Horace Mann. They 
could be family events, parent 
workshops, informational meetings, etc.  
Look for it within the next couple of 
weeks.


covered in the parent/student handbook.  Please seek other ideas instead of 
cupcakes, cookies, popsicles, hoodsies, etc.  Check with the classroom teacher for 
other ideas. 

•  Please remember the new district wide 
policy around no longer bringing in food 
for birthday celebrations which is 

February 2010
 New Year, New Look!




Keys to Success


February’s key to success is  Fairness!  Ask 
your child for examples of how they will 
show fairness towards their classmates and 
others.


Nice work to all the students who received a 
Keys to Success award in January for 
Confidence!


John O’Connell

Andrew Buonopane

Max Watson

Isabel Cunningham

Spencer Moltoni

Brigid McCarron

Jeffrey Caldwell

Angelique Luongo

Andrew Izzi

Madelaine Kozlowski

Morgan Levesque

Christian Tammaro

Maya Hamberg


Anastasia Kranz

Isabella Robbins

Maeve Fogarty

Ava Palumbo

Cecilia Murphy

Luke Desmond

Christian Crowley

Kristina Houghton

Andrew DiFraia

Mical Duntin

Lina Torres

Kenny Hunt

Rebecca Hamberg 

Important Dates


Feb. 4 – Fuddruckers, 5th Grade Fundraiser Night 

Feb. 11 - Roller World, 6-8 pm.

Feb. 15-19 – February Vacation

Feb. 22 –  9:00 a.m., Enrichment Program, 
        
Tales from Africa


Horace Mann Student Council


Cheers to this year’s Student Council 
Leaders.  Stay tuned - they have some fun 
activities planned for our school!


Michael Pedrini – President

Jack Sullivan – Vice President

Catherine Denning – Treasurer

Michaela Fanikos – Secretary


Hats for Haiti


The Hats for Haiti fundraiser raised 
$370.  Thank you HM students and 
parents for your participation!


See page 5 for fun 

vacation activities!


Anton’s Coats for Kids Drive


The Fifth Grade class would like to 
thank all the families who 
contributed coats to the Anton’s 
Coats for Kids Drive.  The Horace 
Mann School collected over 65 coats 
this year making the drive a great 
success! 


Box Tops


Want to get rid of those piles?

Send them in now! 

Please put the box tops in a clear plastic 
bag with your child’s class on it.

In order to get credit just the box top 
should be sent in with the expiration 
date in tact.  Deadline is Friday 
February 22nd.




January PTO Meeting Minutes Submitted by Suzi Weiss


Traffic Update!
Thank you to Linda Tammaro for assisting students in the drop off lane and Joe 
Pelrine for setting up cones in the no parking zone.  We have seen many 
improvements in the morning.   Parents using the drop off lane are reminded to make 
the process as fast as possible by not getting out of the car to escort their kids to the 
school door.  They also should refrain from lingering in the drop off lane to have 
conversations with other parents walking by.  


Budget

The budget is a work in process.  It is down from last year which brings up the topic 
of whether the PTO needs to plan for additional fundraisers this spring.


Mini-grants

The mini-grant process is underway.  The first round of applications from teachers is 
being considered by the mini-grant committee.  A meeting between the Mini-grant 
coordinator and the Principal has been scheduled.


Open Positions

The PTO is seeking a parent to represent the Horace Mann School at district 
curriculum meetings.  Any person interested should contact the PTO or Mr. 
Strasnick.


Enrichment

Sam Sullivan is the new Enrichment Coordinator and has scheduled a fantastic list of 
enrichment programs to take place within the school day.  These programs are 
separate from the Enrichment programs offered on half days through the After 
School Program.   


The next PTO meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 10.  All parents are 
invited to attend.

Help Wanted


With the beginning of the calendar year, the PTO will be trying to fill the leadership 
roles that will be open for the 2010-2011 school year.  I hope you will think about 
this opportunity and if you are considering this at all, please talk to me or to one of 
the current board members.

Also, we are looking for a chairperson for Bank Day. If you are interested in this 
chance to help the students learn about the value of saving and the power of 
compound interest, please contact me.


Melinda Stockwell  melinda.stockwell@gmail.com   781.665.5441




Annual Horace Mann Math-A-Thon


The annual Horace Mann Math-A-Thon will soon be underway. Packets and 
information will be coming home on Thursday, February 11th.  We hope all students 
will participate to “ADD” to the fund! 


The 2010 Horace Mann Math-A-Thon provides a fun way for all 
students to practice their math skills.  The children also raise funds for 
new materials and special projects.  We encourage all Horace Mann 
students and their families to participate in this fun project!


Each Math-A-Thon packet contains problems with a total point value of 
200.  Family members and friends pledge an amount of money for each 
problem correctly answered.  For example, if a person pledged 3 cents 
per point and all the problems were correct, the person pledging would 
pay $6.00(.03 x 200).

Students will have about two weeks to complete the work at home.  Completed packets 
should be returned to the child’s teacher by Monday, March 1st for correction by the 
PTO volunteers.  We hope you will participate in this great fundraiser for our school! 


Sensory Diets submitted by Jen Papasodoro, OTR/L


One of the areas that occupational therapists address in the schools is self regulation. 
We teach students how to be more independent with controlling the activity level of 
their body so that it is "just right" for learning.  Sensory Diets are developed after an 
OT observes/evaluates a student in class.  Sensory Diet "menu" choices are 
determined based on the student's particular sensory needs/preferences.  The 5 
sensory categories of Mouth, Move, Touch , Look and Listen are considered when 
making "menu" choices.  For example, if a student has needs in the "mouth" category, 
choices /activities may include having the student keep a chewy snack bag in their 
desk as needed, or a water bottle for sucking/sipping, or deep breathing exercises. 
"Move" category choices can range from seated isometric exercises to more "heavy 
work" classroom "jobs" such as "floor sweeper" or "table washer" which provide 
organizing input for improved focus. "Touch" options could include using a hand fidget 
item for improving attention.  A "Look" category suggestion may be to brighten or dim 
the classroom lighting.  Finally, a common "listen" suggestion would be to have a 
student visit the Listening Center either before or after a particularly busy classroom 
time (gym, lunch, assembly) to help provide some calming input.  Sensory Diets are 
not generic/cookie cutter programs, but are specifically tailored to meet the needs of 
each individual student.  They are frequently revised as needed based on student 
needs. Once the Diet is set up, it is carried out by the classroom teacher and para 
professional with consultation from the O.T.  The student is ultimately the most 
helpful in providing feedback as to whether or not particular activities are being 
effective.  Please contact Jen Papasodoro with any specific questions.




HM School Family Directory Update

If you have updates or new entries only to the HM Directory, 
please contact Krissy Carter at krissy_carter@harvard.edu 
with the details listed below.   Please note that these 
changes/additions will be made so you will not need to 
submit a form next fall if there are no other changes.  We 
will make updates to the directory throughout the school 
year.


To update your family entry, please 
include ONLY the following information:

 -Family Last Name:

-Child(ren):

-Updated information only:


To include your family in the directory, 
please include the following information 
(as you would like it to appear in the 
Directory):

 -Family Last Name:

-Parent’s Name(s):

-Child(ren):

-Address:

-Phone (contact #):

-Email:


Looking for things to do during February vacation?


Look What I Made is a paint-your-own pottery studio located at 4 Lowell Road in 
North Reading.  During February vacation week (Monday, Feb 15th -Sunday Feb 
21st ), if you mention Horace Mann school, 10% of the proceeds will go directly to the 
school!  Check out the website for shop hours and for more information about this fun 
activity http://lookwhatimade.net.  Or call 978-664-5946.


Or check out these free activities:  


   The US Constitution Museum is hosting  the 31st annual USS Constitution Model 
Shipwright Guild’s show at 22 Charlestown Navy Yard #22, Charlestown. A total of 
75 different ships created by modelers from across New England will be on display.

During February school vacation week, Feb. 15-19, the museum will offer drop-in 
activities for all. Call 617-426-1812 or visit ussconstitutionmuseum.org for more 
information.

   Feeling adventurous?  How about a trek through our local Fells Reservation?  Visit 
the DCR website for information on locations, parking, trails, etc. 
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/metroboston/fells.htm

   Flynn Memorial Rink at 300 Elm St., Medford offers free ice skating to the public 
during these extended vacation week hours:  Sunday 12noon-1:50, Monday – 
Thursday 12noon-5pm, Friday 12noon- 8pm, Saturday 6pm-8:50pm.  Call 
(781)395-8492 for more information.  
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