Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School
PTO Meeting Minutes for September 16, 2009

Attending: See attached
The meeting was called to order at 7:12.
· Co-President Lisa Gentile introduced the 2009-2010 officers.



-Co-President Andi Reiter



-Secretary Carolyn Munday




-Treasurer Bonnie Kelly

· Lisa mentioned changes to the bylaws which can be seen by a request to her by email.
· The December 16th PTO meeting has been canceled due to a scheduling conflict.

· Principal Brow mentioned-

· School enrollment is at an all time high of 896

· Open House is August 24th 6:30-8:30 and parents are encouraged to come early
· Instructional on how to login to the digital classroom and get more info on setting up your parent account

· Intramural basketball, cross country and tennis have started as well as many
· other clubs such as Free Rice, Smile Train, Environmental, Cooking, Band Gig, 
and Drama

· All activities are online and updated regularly

· Library is open until 4:30

· Magazine sales start October 16 and are a big fundraiser for MVMMS and PTO
· Parents are encouraged to sign up for Shaw’s, Stop and Shop, Target and Office Depot programs.  All monies raised go to the Principal’s Fund.

· A parent asked about the MS dance held at the Highlands Church and Principal Brow said it was not endorsed by MVMMS.  It’s run through the church and should be contacted directly with any questions.

· The Treasurers Report was handed out and discussed.  Parent asked where the line items for disbursements and expenses were from last year.  List was given to parent to look over.  Lisa will send paper work out to parents via email if requested.  It was asked if the By-Laws state who is allowed to vote on the Budget.  There was discussion regarding updating the by-laws to coordinate with the PTO, Inc. by-laws.
· Parent asked about bank balance.  Amount was given out, which included checks still not deposited.  Total amount 9,000 +_
· A parent wanted to submit a concern about the library line item dropping from $2000 to $200.  Discussions between Wendy and Lisa would intervene after the meeting due to some discrepancies in the budget item on the Treasurer’s report.  It was decided to further discuss the budget at the next PTO meeting and the decision to vote on an amount was tabled until the next meeting.
· A motion was made to approve the minutes from the last PTO meeting and was seconded.

· Standing Committees Reported

· Enrichment/Popcorn (Ginia) went over enrichment from the popcorn sales that occur every Thursday

· A request was made to add popcorn sales revenue to the budgets income line item
· Mini grants (C. Zarzour) were mentioned and the process for applying was covered

· Box Tops Program – (J. Brogan) covered the new Box Tops program.  The first collection will be Columbus Day week and a prize will be given to the team with the most in each grade/tied in with the Principal’s Team contests
· Campbell’s (P. Nunley) covered the Campbell’s Labels for Education program which is a point based program.  Information is on line

· Library (Wendy) talked about the book fair through Scholastic the week of November 30th
· There is a need for general library volunteers

· Wendy wants to form an advisory committee for library ideas

· Terracycle (Maribeth) spoke of the Teracycle program and recycling in and around the Melrose Community; starting program at Hoover and Lincoln Schools.  Fundraiser started at the MVMMS in September.  Further discussion on the table regarding legal aspects of Terracycle Brigade Program.
· Andi covered Goodsearch.com and encourages everyone to download it as a homepage or the toolbar; you can make purchases from different stores on the site and earn money for the school
· JD LaRocke attended the meeting and is running for school committee.

· Sharon Delginio mentioned possibly having a golf tournament.  It was suggested that since all of the Elementary Schools have it at Mount Hood, that we should try having it at the Ferncroft.
· Other fundraisers were discussed; Social Night at Mount Hood; Movie Night at the Middle School; Principal Brow suggested we not have any fundraisers that promote alcohol.
The meeting concluded at 9:17.

