Melrose Veterans Memorial Middle School

Course Title: Library Skills 7
Course Description:  Easier access to an expanding base of information and rapidly changing technology is redefining education in the 21st century and reshaping the landscape of the workplace. Today’s students will be working in situations and with tools that have yet to be imagined. In addition to learning a body of knowledge, students need to acquire the skills to effectively search out answers, evaluate sources, analyze data, make connections, and react creatively to problems posed. In short, they must move from being consumers of knowledge to evaluators of information and producers of solutions.
This semester-long course emphasizes the study and practice of a well-designed and well executed research model to promote active and inquiry-based learning. Topics include the research process, effective search strategies – print and digital, source evaluation, analyzing and using primary sources, understanding copyright law, and the effects of technology on society. Students will creatively explore presentation modes including, print, electronic, and oral.
Study is aligned to: 
Melrose Public Schools Information Fluency Standards and Benchmarks (July 2008)

http://www.melroseschools.com/curriculum2/benchmarks.cfm 

Learning Standards from the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks (June 2001), specifically English Language Art’s Standard 24: Research

http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/ela/0601.pdf 
Massachusetts Technology Literacy Standards and Expectations (April 2008)

http://www.doe.mass.edu/edtech/standards/itstand.pdf 
Massachusetts School Library Association’s Recommended Standards for Pre K-Grade 12 Information Literacy Skills (Sept. 2009)

http://maschoolibraries.org/dmdocuments/09standards.pdf
Course Materials: Library’s print collection and electronic resources

 


  Short story - “The Veldt” by Ray Bradbury 
Course Objective:  To develop problem-solving skills and strategies using a research model as a basis for finding, evaluating, and synthesizing information to seek solutions. 
Content Outline: 
Unit 1: Research: an information process 
Objective: Gain fluency in using a problem-solving model (research process) 
Sequence:

· Study and discuss steps of research process

· Define the information task (step 1)

· Develop information seeking skills (step 2)

· Locate and access information (step 3)

· Evaluate information (step 4)

· Use information – summarizing, ordering, inferring (step 4)

· Prepare presentation (step 5)

· Evaluate effectiveness of transforming information into knowledge (step 6)

Assessments:

In-class participation and assignments
Project: Research, design and post a web quest on self-selected topic

Quiz: Steps of research process

Unit 2: Ethical Use of Information and Ideas 
Objective: Understand the laws and guidelines governing the use of copyrighted material and intellectual property. Recognize their evolving definitions in response to technology innovations.
Sequence:

· Identify elements of copyright law including fair use and intellectual copyright law

· Discuss “Open Source” licenses

· Define plagiarism; develop correct citations for text and images

Assessments:
In-class participation and assignments

Unit 3: Primary Sources 
Objectives: Distinguish between primary and secondary sources; understand the effect of bias on historical interpretations; acquire knowledge on media presentation skills.
Sequence:

· Define what primary sources are and explore role they play in research

· Learn time and place rule and bias rule

· Analyze images as information sources

Assessments:

In-class participation and assignments
Project: Primary Source Speaking – an analysis presented in mixed media
Unit 4: Presentation and Evaluation 
Objective: Practice rhetoric as a means of communication. Understand how evaluation informs process in problem-solving.
Sequence:
· Present to class a self-selected poem

· Collect data on poetry performance

· Analyze and interpret data using charts and graphs (Excel) and written report
Assessments:

In-class Participation
Poem Performance

Project: “Convince Me” of the effectiveness of student poem presentation

Unit 5: Technology: How do we use it and what effect does it have on society? 
Objective: Practice rhetoric as means of persuasion. Critically examine the impact of technology and how we use it.
Sequence:

· Technology survey

· Research and discuss impact of select 20th century technology innovations in assorted industries

· Examine current use of new technology and predict a future application

· Explore technology issues and beliefs through fictional characters – “The Veldt” by Ray Bradbury
Assessments:
In-class participation and assignments

